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The Twenty-sixth Session of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC26)  
on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) 
20-22 October 2026, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WORKING GROUP MEETING IN 2026 (WG2026) 

RELEVANT FOR SAC26 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Working Group Meeting in 2026 (WG2026) on the Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network in East Asia (EANET) was held on 4 and 5 August 2026 via an online platform. 
 
2. The Report of the WG2026 is found in Attachment 1 of this document (EANET/SAC26/4). 
 
3. Notable discussion points from the WG2026 Session, particularly relevant to the SAC 

members, may be mentioned as follows:  
 

a) Agenda item 7 “Consideration of a draft Analysis of the Financial Implication of 
Inviting Sri Lanka to Join the EANET as a Full Member (tasked by IG27)” 
(EANET/WG2026/7). 
• Some countries noted scientific relevance of including Sri Lanka to the EANET, 

while also expressing that the participation of Sri Lanka could have financial 
implications for the sustainability of EANET. Several countries stated their 
preference for Sri Lanka to participate in future meetings online as an observer, until 
the financial implications could be further assessed and the funding situation 
appropriately addressed. 

b) In agenda item 8 Other Matters, the “Joint Proposal for Renaming the Acid 
Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)” was presented. 

• Several countries presented a Joint Proposal on renaming the EANET. At the end of 
the discussion, it was suggested organizing an online meeting with the UNEP legal 
team to address questions from Participating Countries regarding the proposed 
renaming process.  

4. The Joint Proposal for Renaming the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 
(EANET), which can be found in Attachment 2 of this document (EANET/SAC26/4). 
 

II.  ACTIONS REQUIRED 
 
5. The SAC26 is invited to consider the Working Group Meeting 2026 Highlights Relevant 

for SAC26 meeting (EANET/SAC26/4), from the scientific and technical viewpoints, to 
assist in the discussions at SAC26 Meeting.  



The Working Group Meeting in 2026 (WG2026) on the  
Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)  
4-5 August 2026, Virtual Meeting  

  
Attachment 1 

 
 

REPORT OF THE SESSION (ADOPTED) 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

1. The Working Group Meeting in 2026 (WG2026) for the Acid Deposition Monitoring 
Network in East Asia (EANET) was held on 4 and 5 August 2026 via an online 
platform.  

 
2. Representatives of the Participating Countries, namely Cambodia, China, Japan, 

Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Mongolia, Philippines, Republic of Korea, 
Russia, Thailand, and Viet Nam, participated in the Session. Representatives of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Secretariat for the EANET, and 
from the Asia Center for Air Pollution Research (ACAP), the Network Center (NC) 
for the EANET, also attended the Session. The List of Participants is attached to this 
Report as Annex 1. 

 
II. OPENING OF THE SESSION [AGENDA ITEM 1] 

 
3. Ms. Marlene Nilsson, Deputy Regional Director, United Nations Environment 

Programme, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, delivered the Opening Remarks. 
In her remarks, Ms. Nilsson welcomed participants to the 2026 EANET Working 
Group Meeting and highlighted its significance as the first major meeting following 
the adoption of the EANET Medium-Term Plan (MTP) 2026-2030. She emphasized 
the importance of translating the MTP’s objectives into practical actions through 
discussions on programme progress, financial matters, and the 2027 Project Plans. Ms. 
Nilsson underscored the continuing challenges posed by air pollution and the vital 
role of regional cooperation, science-based decision-making, and capacity building in 
addressing them. She also noted EANET’s growing regional recognition through its 
contributions to major air quality forums, commended the Network’s achievements 
ahead of its 25th anniversary, expressed appreciation to Participating Countries and 
partners, and reaffirmed UNEP’s commitment to supporting regional efforts to 
improve air quality and protect human health and the environment. 

 
4. Dr. Toshimasa Ohara, Director General, Asia Center for Air Pollution Research, 

delivered the Welcome Remarks. In his welcoming remarks, Dr. Ohara expressed his 
delight at seeing all country representatives at the virtual meeting and conveyed his 
sincere appreciation for their continued commitment to EANET. He emphasized that 
the Working Group plays a vital role in EANET's decision-making process. He noted 
that, over the next two days, participants would review the progress of ongoing 
activities, consider project proposals for 2027, review Sri Lanka's request to join 
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EANET, and discuss the future direction of the network. He highlighted that EANET 
was implementing its new Medium-Term Plan (MTP), with particular focus on ozone, 
PM2.5, and nitrogen, as well as enhancing understanding of the impacts of changing 
meteorological conditions. He also referred to new collaborative initiatives and 
projects being undertaken under the framework of EANET. He expressed hope that 
the discussions over the next two days would be constructive and would contribute to 
evidence-based and data-driven policymaking. He encouraged all participants to 
actively share their expertise and contribute to the continued success of the meeting. 

 
III. ELECTION OF OFFICERS [AGENDA ITEM 2] 

 
5. The Session elected the same Bureau of Officers as the IG27, composed of Mr. Pichaid 

Atipakya, Director, Transboundary Air Pollution Sub-division, Air Quality and Noise 
Management Division, Pollution Control Department, Thailand (replacing Ms. 
Siwaporn Rungsiyanon), as the Chairperson; Ms. Ngo Thi Van Anh, Senior 
Researcher, Center for Environmental Research, Vietnam Institute of Meteorology, 
Hydrology and Climate Change (IMHEN), Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Viet Nam (replacing Dr. Le Ngoc Cau), and Mr. Sitthideth Nonthaxay, 
Director of Environmental Quality Analysis Center, Biotechnology and Ecology 
Institute, Ministry of Agriculture and Environment, Lao PDR as the Vice-
Chairpersons; and Dr. Hiroaki Tomoi, Deputy Director, Office for International 
Cooperation, Environmental Management Bureau, Ministry of the Environment, 
Japan, as the Rapporteur of the Session. 

 
IV. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA [AGENDA ITEM 3] 

 

6. The Session considered and adopted the Provisional Agenda 
(EANET/WG2026/3/1/REV), Annotated Provisional Agenda 
(EANET/WG2026/3/2/REV), as well as the Draft Program 
(EANET/WG2026/3/3/REV) proposed by the Secretariat and the Network Center. 

 
7. Major discussions included: 

i. Japan proposed to discuss the Joint Proposal for Renaming the Acid 
Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET), shared with 
Participating Countries on 22 July 2026, during agenda item 8, Other Matters. 
There were no objections from the Session. 

 
8. The Chairperson thanked participants for their comments and closed Agenda item 3. 

 
V. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROGRESS OF EANET CORE ACTIVITIES IN 

2025 AND 2026 [AGENDA ITEM 4]  
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9. The Secretariat and the Network Center presented the Draft Progress Report of the 

EANET Core Activities in 2025 and 2026, including the Progress in the preparation 
of the Fifth Periodic Report on the State of Atmospheric Environment in East Asia 
(PRSAE5) and the Outline of the Terminal Review of the Medium Term Plan (2021-
2025) of the EANET (EANET/WG2026/4/1), followed by the Financial Report of the 
Secretariat and Network Center for 2025, including the Draft Mid-year Cash Flow 
Report of the Secretariat and the Network Center Core Activities in 2026 
(EANET/WG2026/4/2/REV2). 

 
 

10. The key points of the presentations included: 
 

- The Secretariat highlighted its Core Activities implemented from October 2025 
until June in 2026. These included the organization of EANET meetings in 2025 
(the SAC25 and IG27 in October and November 2025 in Vientiane and Bangkok 
respectively); the Regional Awareness Workshop Stakeholder Awareness 
Workshop “Next-Generation Air Quality Monitoring: Technologies, Communities, 
and Governance for Clean Air,” held on 26 November 2025 in Bangkok, as part 
of Clean Air Week 2025, as well as numerous communication activities (including 
the release of monthly web-stories, videos of webinars, and the publication of the 
EANET Newsletters), and regular updates of EANET website. Highlights of the 
Digital Data Report showcasing analytics from the EANET website and its email 
marketing platform were also presented. In addition, the Secretariat presented 
ongoing preparations for the 2026 International Blue Sky Conference to be held 
in Seoul on 7 September, co-organized with the National Air Emission Inventory 
and Research Center (NAIR) of the Ministry of Climate, Energy and Environment, 
Republic of Korea,  UNEP, and the North-East Asian Clean Air Partnership 
(NEACP); and reported on the delivery of the EANET Statement during the 
ESCAP’s  9th Session of the Committee on Environment and 
Development (CED-9) in Bangkok, Thailand on 2 July 2026, among other 
important activities. 

- The Financial Report of the Secretariat showed that grand-total Secretariat budget 
for Core Activities in 2025 approved by IG26 is US$ 420,925. The total voluntary 
financial contributions received from the Participating Countries to the 
Secretariat’s Core budget in 2025 were US$ 476,299. The total expenditures and 
commitments for the Core Budget of the Secretariat for the EANET in 2025, 
including Programme Support Cost, were US$ 214,029. 

 
- The Network Center (NC) highlighted Core Activities conducted in 2025 and 2026, 

including the preparation of the 2026 National Monitoring Plans (NMPs) of the 
Participating Countries, QA/QC activities such as the Filter Pack Comparison and 
the Inter-laboratory Comparison (ILC) projects, capacity-building activities 
including technical training programmes and missions, publication of the Data 
Report 2024 and preparation of the Data Report 2025, as well as technology 
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exchange activities and the development of the 5th Periodic Report on the State 
of Atmospheric Environment in East Asia (PRSAE5). 

- The Network Center (NC) presented its Financial Report for 2025, including the 
actual revenue, expenditures, and cash balance for the implementation of EANET 
Core Activities. The report showed that the NC received voluntary financial 
contributions from Participating Countries amounting to USD 388,612, together 
with other revenue of USD 92,170 provided by Niigata Prefecture and Niigata 
City. Actual expenditures for NC Core Activities amounted to USD 401,792, 
covering personnel costs and operational expenses related to monitoring activities, 
data management, assessments, outreach activities, and cooperation and 
coordination under the EANET Work Programme. The NC also presented the 
Cash Flow Statement for 2025. Taking into account the carry-over balance from 
the previous year, contributions received from Participating Countries, support 
from Niigata Prefecture and Niigata City, actual expenditures, office rental costs, 
and exchange rate gains, the total surplus cash balance of the NC at the end of 
Fiscal Year 2025 was reported as USD 14,113. 

 
11. The Session was invited to review, discuss, make comments and suggestions, and 

make recommendations to the IG28 on the EANET, as appropriate. 
 

12. Major discussions included: 
 

On the Progress of the Core Activities 
i. A country requested the Secretariat to share updates on the resource mobilization 

conducted for the EANET noting it is essential to gain external fundings.   
ii. A country highlighted the importance to develop more outreach material and 

communication highlighting the number of citations of the EANET research 
reports, such as the Periodic Report on the State of Atmospheric Environment 
(PRSAE).  

iii. Malaysia expressed its sincere gratitude to the Secretariat and the Network Center. 
Malaysia took note of the progress made in the implementation of activities and 
congratulated all parties on the achievements attained to date. Malaysia remained 
committed to supporting the objectives of EANET as outlined in the Medium-
Term Plan (MTP) for 2026-2030. Malaysia received the 2025 Inter-Laboratory 
Comparison (ILC) samples, and the results were submitted following QA/QC 
verification. Malaysia also stands ready to receive the samples for the 2026 ILC 
survey. 

iv. On the resource mobilization, the Secretariat highlighted that collaboration is 
ongoing with the government of the Republic of Korea, and the National Air 
Emission Inventory and Research Center (NAIR) in organizing an EANET 
Regional Awareness Workshop as part of the International Blue Sky Conference 
to be held in Seoul in September 2026. The Republic of Korea is supporting this 
event and providing generous in-kind support through travel and venue support. 
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In addition, UNEP successfully co-organized the Better Air Quality Conference 
(BAQ26) in March 2026 with ADB, ESCAP and Clean Air Asia and the focus of 
the conference was strongly on mobilizing resources. The Secretariat hopes to 
share more updates in the coming meetings. 

v. A country expressed concerns about the sustainability of the EANET Project Fund 
and encouraged the Network Center and the Secretariat to make further efforts to 
mobilize funding to the Fund for its sustainability. 

vi. A country welcomed the progress made on the Fifth Periodic Report on the State 
of Atmospheric Environment (PRSAE5) Final Draft and looked forward to its 
presentation to the Participating Countries before September 20. 

 
On the Financial Report of the Network Center and the Secretariat 

vii. A country highlighted that the Participating Countries’ voluntary contributions are 
the biggest source of funding of the EANET and urged all Participating Countries 
to continue contributing to the EANET.  

viii. Responding to a question from a country on the personnel cost and status of 
recruitment of the coordinator, the Secretariat clarified that the coordinator Job 
Opening is closed and that more than 130 applications were received. The 
assessment is ongoing, and the coordinator could be onboard from October 2026. 
For this reason, only 3 months of the salary of the coordinator are included in the 
table showing the personnel cost in the Financial Report’s mid-year cashflow table.  

ix. Responding to a question on its Core Budget, the Network Center clarified that its 
Core Activities budget for 2025 totaled approximatively 600,000 USD as shown 
in the Expenditures for 2025 Table. 

 
13. The Chairperson thanked participants for their comments, guidance, 

recommendations, and closed Agenda item 4. 
 

VI. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROGRESS OF EANET PROJECT ACTIVITIES IN 
2025 AND 2026 [AGENDA ITEM 5] 

 
16. The Network Centre presented agenda item 5 “Consideration of the Progress of 

EANET Project Activities in 2025 and 2026”, including the Draft Progress Report of 
the EANET Projects in 2026 (EANET/WG2026/5/1), the Draft Project Completion 
Reports in 2025 (EANET/WG2026/5/2), the Draft Annual Report of EANET Projects 
(AREP) and Draft Annual Report of the EANET Project Fund (AREPF) in 2025 
(EANET/WG2026/5/3). 

 
17. The key points of the presentation included: 

 
- The Network Center presented the implementation progress of the eleven EANET 

Project Plans (EPP) approved by IG27 in November 2025 which include: (2026-
01) Accumulation of atmospheric nitrogen deposition data for sustainable 
nitrogen management in existing EANET monitoring sites; (2026-02) Fellowship 
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for building leadership in Atmospheric Environment and Air Quality 
Management in East Asia; (2026-03) Collaboration of Technical and Training 
(TNT) and capacity building program for personnel of the Participating Countries 
on monitoring; (2026-04) Webinar for understanding of influences by changing 
climate on air quality over East Asia; (2026-05) Capacity building webinar 
workshop on application of satellite observation for atmospheric environmental 
management; (2026-06) Methodological Study on PM2.5 Source Identification 
and Capacity Enhancement in EANET with Emphasis on Southeast Asia; (2026-
07) Strengthening EANET Capacity in Financing Strategies for Project Planning 
and Advanced Methods for Monitoring of Air Pollution and Emissions; (2026-
09) Enhancing Regional Understanding of PM2.5 Pollution Using Integrated 
Monitoring for EANET Countries; (2026-10) International Training on Air 
Quality Improvement for Government Officials from South and Southeast Asia; 
(2026-11) Knowledge exchange and capacity strengthening on sustainable 
agricultural practices for clean air in Mekong region; and (2026-12) 
Strengthening capacity on air quality legislation: Capacity building workshop on 
Law and Air Quality for EANET. 

- The Network Center then presented the draft Project Completion Reports (PCR) 
of seven EANET Projects implemented in 2025. These projects also include the 
multi-year EANET Project Activity (2025-10): Studies on the effects of 
atmospheric deposition on ecosystems, from a catchment scale to a regional scale 
as a methodological study (2023-2025), and the EANET Project Activity (2025-
12): Fellowship for building leadership in Atmospheric Environment and Air 
Quality Management in East Asia (2024-2025) were also completed and came to 
an end in 2025. 

- Finally, the Project Fund Holder (ACAP) presented the Draft Annual Report of 
EANET Projects (AREP) in 2025, which summarized the implementation, 
completion status, and expenditures of eight EANET projects undertaken during 
the year. The report indicated that the projects were implemented in accordance 
with the approved Work Programme and Budget for 2025 and provided an 
overview of their outputs, implementation status, and actual expenditures, 
including activities supported through the EANET Project Fund and co-financing 
arrangements. The Project Fund Holder (ACAP) also presented the Draft Annual 
Report of EANET Project Fund (AREPF) in 2025. The report showed that total 
contributions to the EANET Project Fund amounted to USD 192,141, including 
contributions from Participating Countries, a transfer from the EANET Fund, and 
carry-over funds from the previous fiscal year. Total expenditure from the 
EANET Project Fund in 2025 amounted to USD 107,423, covering project 
implementation costs and the operational costs of the Project Fund Holder. As a 
result, the balance of the EANET Project Fund at the end of Fiscal Year 2025 was 
reported as USD 84,718. 
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18. The Session was invited to review, discuss, make comments and suggestions, and 

make recommendations, as appropriate.  
 

19. Major discussion included: 
i. A country noted that, in document EANET/WG2026/5/3/REV, “Consideration of 

the Draft Annual Report of EANET Projects (AREP) and Draft Annual Report of 
the EANET Project Fund (AREPF) in 2025”, some of the Network Center’s 
project expenditures appeared to exceed the budgets initially approved by the IG. 
The country emphasized that it is inappropriate that the excess expenditure had 
been covered by another funding source within the Network Center. It was 
requested that the Network Center take the necessary measures to prevent such 
occurrences in the future and ensure greater transparency in budget 
implementation and reporting. 

ii. Malaysia took note of the progress of the Project Activities and expressed its 
appreciation for the efforts made in their implementation. Malaysia conveyed its 
sincere appreciation for the inclusion of a representative from Malaysia in the 
Fellowship Programme, as well as for the participation of Malaysian 
representatives in Project 2025-12 on satellite data research and in Project 2026-
03 under the first session of the TNT Programme. Malaysia also expressed its 
gratitude for the prioritization of Project 2026-09, which was supported by the 
EANET Project Fund, and looked forward to its successful completion. Malaysia 
noted that these initiatives would contribute to strengthening technical capacity 
and enhancing knowledge. It welcomed these valuable initiatives and encouraged 
continued capacity-building and knowledge-sharing activities in the future. 

iii. ACAP expressed their sincere gratitude to Malaysia for their active participation 
to all EANET activities and presented apologies on behalf of the Project Fund 
Holder on the delay in the Project Fund transfer to Malaysia as it was the first time 
that such a process was conducted. 

 
20. The Chairperson thanked participants for their comments, guidance, 

recommendations, and closed Agenda item 5. 
 

VII. CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT EANET PROJECT PLANS FOR 2027 
SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARIAT AND THE NETWORK CENTER 
[AGENDA ITEM 6] 

 
21. The Network Centre presented agenda item 6 “Consideration of the draft EANET 

Project Plans for 2027 submitted to the Secretariat and the Network Center” 
(EANET/WG2026/6). 

 
22. The key points of the presentation included: 
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- The Network Center presented five Proposed EANET Project Plans (EPP) in 

2027 including: EPP (2027-01) Enhancement of ammonia monitoring for 
sustainable nitrogen management in the EANET region; EPP (2027-02) Capacity 
building webinar workshop on application of satellite observation for 
atmospheric environmental management; EPP (2027-03) Fellowship for building 
leadership in Atmospheric Environment and Air Quality Management in East 
Asia; EPP (2027-04) The collaboration of Technical and Training (TNT) and 
capacity building program for personnel of the Participating Countries on 
monitoring; and EPP (2027-05) Integrated Capacity Building for Urban Ozone 
and VOCs under EANET.  

- The Network Center also presented EPP (2026-06), a continued EANET Project 
Plan from 2026, “Methodological Study on PM2.5 Source Identification and 
Capacity Enhancement in EANET with Emphasis on Southeast Asia”. 

- In addition, the Secretariat received on 31st July four additional Project Concept 
Notes which were presented during the meeting by China. 

 
23. The Session was invited to review, discuss, make comments and suggestions, and 

make recommendations, as appropriate.  
 

24. Major discussion included: 
i. A country welcomed all proposed projects overall. For the research projects, it 

noted that the results should represent only the views of the researchers and 
emphasized that all projects should remain within the scope of EANET. It was 
also reminded that VOCs monitoring and assessment activities are not within the 
scope of EANET. For Project 2027-05, the country observed that some proposed 
activities appeared to be outside the scope of EANET and recommended their 
reconsideration. It also suggested revising the terminology by replacing “applied” 
with “verified in selected Participating Countries.” 

ii. The NC clarified that VOCs were included mainly for capacity-building purposes. 
The NC also clarified that the proposed project would be implemented within the 
framework of capacity building, research, education, and information exchange 
activities under the EANET Instrument. The descriptions related to the collection, 
integration and evaluation of VOC monitoring data would be revised to avoid any 
misunderstanding that these activities constitute official EANET monitoring or 
evaluation activities. The revised Project Plan will be submitted to the SAC and 
IG after incorporating the comments from the Working Group. 

 
25. The Chairperson thanked participants for their comments, guidance, 

recommendations, and closed Agenda item 6.  
 

VIII. OTHER CONSIDERATION OF A DRAFT ANALYSIS OF THE FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATION OF INVITING SRI LANKA TO JOIN THE EANET AS A FULL 
MEMBER (TASKED BY IG27) [AGENDA ITEM 7] 
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26. The Secretariat presented agenda item 7 “Consideration of a draft Analysis of the 
Financial Implication of Inviting Sri Lanka to Join the EANET as a Full Member 
(tasked by IG27)” (EANET/WG2026/7). 

 
27. The key points of the presentation included: 

 
- In line with the Decisions of IG27 (EANET/IG27/12/Annex2/VI.), the Secretariat 

presented the overview of the financial implication of inviting Sri Lanka to join 
as a full member of the EANET. 

 
28. The Session was invited to review, discuss, make comments and suggestions, and 

make recommendations, as appropriate.  
 

29. Major discussion included: 
i. A country expressed appreciation for the financial analysis prepared by the 

Secretariat and reviewed the provisions under the Instrument, particularly Item 17. 
Based on internal review, it noted that Sri Lanka is located in South Asia and that 
its inclusion could set a precedent for countries beyond the current geographical 
scope of EANET to join the network. The country recognized the scientific 
relevance of including Sri Lanka, noting that air mass movements could influence 
certain Participating Countries. However, it also highlighted the financial 
implications of such participation. While supporting Sri Lanka’s involvement in 
project-based initiatives, it noted that the Central Environmental Authority (CEA) 
had already established air quality monitoring and management capacities. The 
country further expressed the view that policy and institutional impacts, as well as 
financial and technical considerations and long-term capacity implications, should 
be carefully assessed. It looked forward to reaching a collective decision on the 
matter. 

ii. Another country noted that the collective efforts of EANET had strengthened 
knowledge and understanding of acid deposition in the region. It recognized Sri 
Lanka’s interest in joining EANET; however, it emphasized the need to consider 
the finite financial resources of the network and to ensure its long-term 
sustainability. The country further observed that the geographical characteristics 
of South Asia differed from those of the current EANET region, raising questions 
regarding the relevance and coherence of expanding the network’s membership. 
It also questioned whether Sri Lanka’s participation reflected a broader interest 
from other South Asian countries and whether such a decision could lead to an 
extension of EANET’s scope to another region. The country encouraged careful 
consideration of these implications before a decision was made. 

iii. Several countries expressed appreciation to the Secretariat for preparing the 
financial analysis and noted that the participation of Sri Lanka could have financial 
implications for the sustainability of EANET. They stated their preference for Sri 
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Lanka to participate in future meetings online as an observer, until the financial 
implications could be further assessed and the funding situation appropriately 
addressed. 

 
30. The Chairperson thanked participants for their comments, guidance, 

recommendations, and closed Agenda item 7. 
 

IX. OTHER MATTERS [AGENDA ITEM 8] 
 

31. The Chairperson invited participants to share announcements or updates, as part of 
agenda item 8: “Other matters as proposed by the EANET Participating Countries, the 
Secretariat, or the Network Center”. 

 
32. The major discussions included: 

 
i. Japan was invited to present the Joint Proposal for Renaming the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) (sent to the Secretariat on 22 July by 
email), co prepared with Lao PDR, Mongolia, and Viet Nam.  

ii. The Network Center updated the session on the programme of the celebrations of the 
25th anniversary of the EANET to be held alongside IG28 in Niigata, Japan, in 
November 2026. The Network Center also requested the following actions: 1) 
Participating Countries that wish to deliver a congratulatory address at the EANET 
25th Anniversary Ceremony are requested to notify the EANET Secretariat of their 
intention as early as possible, and no later than 4 September 2026; 2) Each 
Participating Country will be allocated two minutes for its congratulatory remarks; 
therefore, countries are encouraged to identify a speaker and prepare a concise 
statement that can be delivered within the allotted time. The expression of interest 
should be submitted directly to the EANET Secretariat at the earliest convenience. 

iii. The Secretariat informed the WG2026 about several awareness events coming up 
including the National Awareness Workshop in Indonesia, in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 4 
September, and the International Symposium on Blue Skies, in Seoul, Republic of 
Korea, on 7 September 2026. 

 
On the Joint Proposal for Renaming the EANET: 

iv. A country recognized the need to revise the name of EANET to reflect its expanded 
scope and suggested the title “Atmospheric Environment and Ecosystems Effects 
Monitoring in East Asia” as a more accurate representation of EANET’s functions. It 
noted that EANET monitored not only atmospheric pollution but also its effects on 
terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems and emphasized that ecosystem monitoring should 
not be regarded as a secondary component of the network’s work. The country 
expressed support for EANET’s integrated approach and highlighted the importance 
of strengthening policy development through closer links with monitoring activities. 
It stressed that acid deposition should remain a fundamental aspect of EANET’s 
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mandate and that ecosystem monitoring should continue to be maintained. The 
country further emphasized that the new name should be more inclusive and 
reflective of EANET’s overall mandate and activities. 

v. Another country shared views that the present name was consistent with and aligned 
with EANET’s mandate. It noted that the current name had not hindered the 
implementation of EANET’s activities. The country further recalled that the Annex 
to the Instrument had only recently been approved in 2021 and emphasized that 
renaming the network could impose an additional financial burden on all Parties. 

vi. The Secretariat provided an update on the Technical Note and reported that it had 
been working with the UNEP Law Division on its preparation. However, the 
document was still undergoing review and could not be shared during the meeting. 
The Secretariat indicated its intention to circulate the final Technical Note to the 
Participating Countries by email once the review process was completed. The 
Secretariat further explained that the Technical Note would provide an overview of 
the background to the proposed renaming, outline the steps that would be required 
should the Participating Countries agree to the name change, and describe the 
implications for existing documents and the Instrument. 

vii. A country reported that, following internal discussions with its National Focal Point 
it required additional time to consider the institutional implications of adopting a new 
name for EANET. The country noted that different financial and administrative 
systems were used to support EANET participation at the national level. In some 
countries, the Instrument was treated as an intergovernmental agreement, and 
EANET’s name was formally reflected in legal and financial frameworks. As a result, 
a name change could potentially require the Instrument to be re-signed, even if the 
abbreviation “EANET” remained unchanged. The country stated that it did not 
oppose discussions on how EANET could be presented under a new name and reflect 
better the expanded scope. However, it was not in a position to formally adopt a new 
name at the current IG28 session, as the timeframe before IG28 had been too short 
for adequate consideration. It emphasized the need for further discussion on the 
proposed name change and a clearer understanding of the institutional implications 
and procedural requirements associated with renaming the network. The country also 
highlighted the need to better understand the financial implications, particularly if the 
renaming process could affect the mechanisms through which financial contributions 
were provided. Consequently, it stated that it was not in a position to support the 
formal adoption of a new name during the IG28. Nevertheless, it supported initiating 
discussions at IG28 to better understand the process and consequences of renaming 
EANET. 

viii. A country expressed support for the rationale behind the proposed name change and 
recognized the importance of ensuring that EANET’s name reflected its evolving role 
and expanded activities. However, it considered the proposal to be premature at this 
stage. The country noted that, although EANET had broadened its scope since 2021, 
its monitoring network remained primarily focused on acid deposition, and the 
capacities and capabilities of Participating Countries varied considerably. It therefore 
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emphasized the importance of first strengthening the network and consolidating the 
implementation of the expanded scope under the 2026-2030 Medium-Term Plan 
(MTP). The country suggested that discussions on a potential name change could be 
revisited around 2028-2029, once further progress had been made in implementing 
the MTP and strengthening the network’s activities across Participating Countries. 

ix. Japan expressed appreciation for the comments and feedback provided by all 
Participating Countries on the Joint Proposal. It acknowledged the concerns raised 
regarding the timing of the proposed name change and agreed that further 
consideration was needed. Japan proposed that discussions on this issue continue at 
IG28 and subsequent Intergovernmental Meetings. It also thanked the Secretariat for 
preparing the Technical Note and considered it to be a useful contribution to the future 
discussion. Furthermore, Japan suggested organizing an online meeting with the 
UNEP legal team to address questions from Participating Countries regarding the 
proposed renaming process. It proposed that Participating Countries submit their 
questions in advance of the meeting to facilitate a focused and productive discussion. 

 
On the 25th Anniversary of the EANET Celebrations: 

x. Japan was pleased to inform participants that Japan, the Network Center, Niigata 
Prefecture, and Niigata City have been working diligently to prepare for and host 
IG28 in November. Japan noted that the meeting would mark the 25th anniversary of 
EANET and looked forward to welcoming all participants to this milestone event. 

 
Other Business: 

xi. The Network Center informed the meeting that the current Deputy Director General 
in charge of the EANET would be leaving ACAP in November 2026 and that the 
recruitment process had already been initiated. It reported that the job description had 
been circulated to all National Focal Points in July. 

 
33. The Chairperson thanked participants for their comments and closed Agenda item 8.  

 
X. WRAP-UP AND NEXT STEPS [AGENDA ITEM 9] 

 
34. The Secretariat presented the Proposed Next Steps after the WG2026 

(EANET/WG2026/9).  
 

35. The key points of the presentation included: 
 

- The Secretariat presented the next steps from the WG2026 to the Twenty-eighth 
Intergovernmental Meeting on the EANET (IG28) including: the Twenty-seventh 
Senior Technical Managers’ Meeting (STM27) in Jakarta, Indonesia on 2-3 
September, the Twenty-sixth Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting on the 
EANET (SAC26) on 20-22 October 2026 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and the 
IG28 on 24-26 November 2026 in Niigata, Japan.  
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- The Secretariat also informed the Session on the process of approval of the Report 

of the Session of the WG2026, to be sent to NFPs by email by 10 August 2026, 
for their review by 17 August 2026.  

 
36. The Session was invited to review, discuss, make comments and suggestions, and 

make recommendations, as appropriate.  
 

37. Major discussion included: 
i. No comments were made. 
 

 
38. The Session considered and acknowledged the Proposed Next Steps after the WG2026 

(EANET/WG2026/9). 
 

XI. CLOSING OF THE SESSION [AGENDA ITEM 10] 
 

39. The session expressed its gratitude to the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, the 
Rapporteur, the participants, for their efforts, cooperation, and contribution to the 
Session.  

 
40. The Chairperson invited the Secretariat, the NC and the Participating Countries to 

share some final words. 
 

41. The Secretariat thanked the Bureau, the Participating Countries, ACAP, and UNEP for 
their active participation and ongoing support. 

 
42. The Chairperson, appreciating the participants, the Secretariat, and the Network 

Center for their contributions, declared the Working Group Meeting in 2026 
(WG2026) on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia officially closed.  
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(EANET) 



 

 

Joint Proposal for Renaming the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) 

 

Submission Date: 22 July, 2026 

Summary: Mongolia, Vietnam, Lao PDR, and Japan propose renaming of EANET, and call on all Participating 

Countries to discuss it at the Working Group (WG) Meeting in 2026 and the 28th Intergovernmental Meeting (IG28). 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

➢ The Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) has served as a vital regional framework for 

monitoring acid deposition across East Asia for 25 years. Since its establishment, EANET has made significant 

contributions to understanding and addressing air pollution in the region. 

➢ Over the past two decades, air quality challenges in East Asia have evolved significantly, with increasing 

attention to PM2.5, ozone, and other atmospheric pollutants. In recognition of these developments, EANET's 

scope was expanded in 2021 to cover a broader range of "atmospheric environment related substances", going 

beyond acid deposition alone. Building on this expanded scope, the Medium-Term Plan 2026–2030, which 

reflects the broadened scope of activities, was adopted at the 27th Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27) held last 

year. 

➢ Despite this significant expansion of EANET's activities, its name has still been unchanged. The current name 

— Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia — still gives the impression that EANET's work is limited 

solely to acid deposition monitoring. This misalignment between the name and the actual scope of activities has 

led to the following concerns: 

• The network's relevance and contributions are underrepresented, potentially diminishing its standing in the 

international community. 

• Collaboration with other international organizations and institutes may be hindered due to the perception 

that EANET addresses only a narrow range of issues. 

• Member countries may face difficulties in securing domestic budgets for EANET-related activities, as the 

name does not adequately reflect the full scope of work being undertaken. 

➢ Renaming EANET to better reflect its current activities would contribute to further development and 

strengthening of EANET as a regional framework for atmospheric environment monitoring. 

 

2. PROPOSAL 

Based on the background described above, Mongolia, Vietnam, Lao PDR, and Japan propose that the following 

renaming be discussed at the Working Group (WG) Meeting for deliberation: 

Current Name Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 

Proposed New Name Atmospheric Environment Monitoring Network in East Asia 

Abbreviation EANET (to be retained) 

 

➢ Given that the abbreviation “EANET” has been widely used and recognized, it should be retained as is.  

➢ What is essential is that the new name clearly reflects EANET’s current mandate, which is beyond acid 



 

 

deposition alone. Therefore, we are open to considering alternative proposals from other Participating Countries, 

as far as this principle is upheld. 

 

3. PRECEDENTS OF THE PROPOSED TERMINOLOGY 

It is worth noting that the terminology "atmospheric environment related substances" is already used in 

the Supplementary Document (Annex) to the EANET Instrument1. Furthermore, at SAC25 and IG27 in 2025, the 

renaming of EANET's flagship publication was approved as follows: 

Previous Title Periodic Report on the State of Acid Deposition in East Asia (PRSAD) 

Current Title Periodic Report on the State of Atmospheric Environment in East Asia (PRSAE) 

These precedents show that the shift in terminology from "acid deposition" to "atmospheric environment" has already 

been recognized and endorsed by EANET stakeholders. 

 

4. CALL FOR ACTION 

At the WG Meeting 2026, Mongolia, Vietnam, Lao PDR, and Japan call on all Participating Countries to: 

1. Acknowledge the need to update EANET's name to reflect its expanded scope of activities; 

2. Discuss the proposed new name and any alternative proposals from participating countries; and 

3. Agree on, if appropriate, a revised name (or potential new names) to be submitted to the 28th 

Intergovernmental Meeting for further deliberation and formal adoption. 

 

1 https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Supplementary-Document-Annex-to-EANET-Instrument-adopted-at-IG23-in-2021.pdf 

 

https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Supplementary-Document-Annex-to-EANET-Instrument-adopted-at-IG23-in-2021.pdf

