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The 12th Better Air Quality Conference (BAQ 2026), organized by Clean Air Asia along with co-

organizers, the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC), the United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), and the UN Environment 

Programme (UNEP), was held under the theme, Together for Clear Skies: Driving Action, Accelerating 

Investment. The conference, held in Bangkok, Thailand, convened over 1,000 stakeholders from over 

50 countries, across government, development finance, research, civil society, and the private sector.  

BAQ 2026 highlighted three overarching priorities for accelerating clean air action across Asia and the 

Pacific: driving action through strengthened implementation and governance; accelerating 

investment by mobilising finance and developing bankable project pipelines; and strengthening 

collaboration through regional cooperation and multi-stakeholder partnerships. 

Evidence presented at BAQ 2026 highlights several key messages for policymakers and stakeholders: 

1. Clean air must be treated as a development priority. Air quality is a core development issue 

with direct implications for public health, economic productivity, and urban resilience. Integrating 

air quality into transport, energy, agriculture, and urban planning enables multiple co-benefits, 

including improved health outcomes, more liveable cities, and more resilient livelihoods. 

 

2. Greater investment in clean air is needed. A persistent financing gap continues to constrain 

progress. Air quality receives a limited share of development and climate finance, and co-benefits 

are not reflected in investment decisions. Strengthening project preparation and pipeline 

development, including developing investment-ready projects and financing mechanisms, is 

essential to unlock finance and scale implementation. 

 

3. Proven solutions must be implemented at scale. Effective interventions are well-established, 

but implementation remains uneven. The priority is to move beyond fragmented and pilot-based 

approaches towards coordinated, large-scale programmes across sectors and jurisdictions. 

 

4. Air pollution and climate action must be addressed together. Air pollution and climate change 

share common sources, through short-lived climate pollutants such as black carbon and methane. 

Addressing these emissions can deliver rapid air quality improvements while contributing to 

climate mitigation, with wider benefits for water systems, agriculture, and livelihoods. 

 

5. Cities must be empowered to lead implementation. Cities are central to addressing key 

emission sources, including transport, waste, and urban development. However, gaps in 

governance, technical capacity, and access to finance limit progress. Strengthening city-level 

capacity and enabling access to investment are critical to accelerating implementation. 

 



6. Regional cooperation is essential. Air pollution is transboundary and requires coordinated 

responses across jurisdictions. Strengthening regional cooperation, through airshed-based 

approaches, is essential to align policies with pollution dynamics and improve outcomes. 

 

7. Robust monitoring and data systems must support implementation. Reliable data systems 

are fundamental to effective policy and implementation. Data must also be shared, open, 

accessible, and locally owned to advance scientific research, inform stronger policies, and ensure 

greater accountability. Expanding monitoring coverage and strengthening the capacity to 

translate data into actionable policy and investment decisions are critical to improving outcomes. 

 

8. Clean air transitions must be human-centred and inclusive. Air pollution affects vulnerable 

populations, including children, older people, and low-income communities. Clean air strategies 

must prioritise public health, equity, and inclusive decision-making to ensure that benefits are 

shared across society. 

 


