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The Twenty-seventh Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27)
on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)
27-28 November 2025, Bangkok, Thailand

I1.

REPORT OF THE SESSION (4DOPTED)

Introduction

The Intergovernmental Meeting (IG) on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in
East Asia (EANET) held its Twenty-seventh Session (IG27) from 27-28 November
2025, in Bangkok, Thailand and in a hybrid format. The Session was organized by the
Secretariat and the Network Center (NC) for the EANET and hosted by the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand.

The Representatives of the Participating Countries of the EANET, namely: Cambodia
(online), China, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar (online),
Philippines (online), Republic of Korea, Russia, Thailand, Viet Nam, the Secretariat,
and the Network Center participated in the Session. Representatives from interested
project leads from the Asian Institute of Technology, Clean Air Asia, the Institute for
Environment and Development (LESTARI), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, and
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and representatives from the
French National Institute for Research and Development (IRD) and the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
participated during Agenda Item 9 and 10 as observers, respectively. The List of
Participants is attached in Annex 1.

Opening of the Session [Agenda Item 1]

Mr. Chirapong Kuhakanchana, Deputy Director General, Pollution Control
Department, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand, delivered the
Welcome Remarks. Mr. Chirapong welcomed participants to Thailand for 1G27 and
emphasized the meeting’s importance for advancing EANET’s future cooperation,
including through the EANET Projects, the 2026 Work Programme and Budget, and
the first expanded scope to include air pollution to be part of the Medium-Term Plan
(2026-2030). He noted that linking acid deposition with air pollution and climate co-
benefits had become increasingly relevant, and highlighted Thailand’s strong efforts
to address air pollution through monitoring expansion, stricter standards, emissions
controls, public communication systems, and national committees—efforts that had
led to measurable improvements in PM2.5, ozone, acid deposition, and hotspot trends.
Mr. Chirapong praised EANET’s achievements, stressed the need for strengthened
regional cooperation, reaffirmed Thailand’s full support, and closed by thanking all
delegates and encouraging them to enjoy their stay in Bangkok.

Dr. Dechen Tsering, Regional Director, UNEP, Regional Office Asia Pacific (ROAP)
delivered the Opening Remarks. She thanked the Royal Thai Government for
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graciously hosting the IG27. In her remarks Dr. Tsering highlighted the region’s
ongoing struggle with air pollution and noted progress made through nearly 25 years
of EANET’s work, including improved monitoring and reductions in PM2.5 and SO:
in parts of East and Southeast Asia. She emphasized the growing urgency of
coordinated regional action, referenced UNEA’s resolution on strengthened
cooperation, and acknowledged EANET’s expanding influence globally. Dr. Tsering
also noted the Secretariat’s expanded partnerships, the transition to a new Medium-
Term Plan, and the importance of the 2026 Work Programme. She explained that the
UN is also going through a transition phase through the UN 80 Initiative and reforms
and efforts to make the organization more sustainable. Finally, she closed by
expressing deep gratitude to all partners and outgoing Bureau members.

Dr. Toshimasa Ohara, Director General of Asia Center for Air Pollution Research
(ACAP), delivered the Introductory Remarks. In his speech, Dr. Ohara welcomed
participants to the 27th Intergovernmental Meeting of EANET, thanking Thailand for
its significant contributions. He highlighted East Asia as a major hotspot for air
pollution and atmospheric deposition, emphasizing EANET’s vital role after more
than 20 years of regional monitoring. To strengthen atmospheric environmental
management, he stressed the need to address climate linkages, integrated nitrogen
management, new monitoring technologies, and stronger science—policy
collaboration. He noted the extensive work already done on the next Medium-Term
Plan and underscored the importance of this meeting in finalizing the MTP, Work
Programme, and Budget for 2026, expressing hope for constructive and fruitful
discussions.

Election of the Officers [Agenda Item 2]

In accordance with the EANET Guidelines on the Administrative and Financial
Management for the Secretariat, the Network Center, and the EANET Project Fund
approved by 1G23 and revised in December 2024, the Session elected Ms. Siwaporn
Rungsiyanon, Specialised Expert on Air Quality and Noise Management, Air Quality
and Noise Management Division, Pollution Control Department, Thailand, as the
Chairperson; Dr. Le Ngoc Cau, Deputy Director General, Viet Nam Institute of
Meteorology, Hydrology and Climate Change (IMHEN), Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment, Viet Nam, and Mr. Sitthideth Nonthaxay, Director of
Environmental Quality Analysis Center, Biotechnology and Ecology Institute,
Ministry of Agriculture and Environment, Lao PDR as the Vice-Chairpersons; and Dr.
Hiroaki Tomoi, Deputy Director, Office for International Cooperation, Environmental
Management Bureau, Ministry of the Environment, Japan, as the Rapporteur of the
Session.
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Adoption of the Agenda [Agenda Item 3]

The Session considered and adopted the Draft Provisional Agenda
(EANET/IG27/3/1), Draft Annotated Provisional Agenda (EANET/IG27/3/2), as well
as the Draft Program (EANET/1G27/3/3) of the Session.

Consideration of the Recent Progress of the EANET |[Agenda Item 4]

8. The Secretariat and the Network Center presented the Draft Progress Report of the

9.

EANET Core Activities since the 26th Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (1G26)
on the EANET (EANET/IG27/4/1), the Draft Financial Report of Core Activities in 2024
(EANET/IG27/4/2/REV), the updates on EANET Projects in 2025 (EANET/IG27/4/3),
the Draft Annual Report of the EANET Projects (AREP) and Draft Annual Report of the
EANET Project Fund (AREPF) since 1G26 (EANET/IG27/4/4), and the Draft EANET
Project Completion Report in 2024 (EANET/1G27/4/5).

The key points of the presentations of the Secretariat included:

- It was emphasized that the implementation of the activities was guided by the
Medium-Term Plan for the EANET (2021-2025) and in accordance with the Work
Programme and Budget of the EANET in 2024 and 2025.

- The Secretariat highlighted activities which were implemented since 1G26,
including facilitating the development of the Fifth Medium-Term Plan (2026-
2030) for the EANET; revision of the EANET Partnership and Resource
Mobilization Strategy; organization of EANET meetings (SAC24 in Seoul,
Republic of Korea, and the 1G26 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in October and
November 2024; the Consultation Meeting on the Zero Draft of the MTP (2026-
2030) (CM-MTP2025) for the EANET, held virtually on 24-25 April 2025; the
Working Group Meeting on the First Draft of the MTP (2026-2030) for the
EANET, held online on 10 and 11 June 2025, the Working Group Meeting in 2025
(WG2025) on the EANET, organized online on 7 and 8 August 2025, and the
SAC25 held from 20-22 October 2025, in Vientiane, Lao PDR). National
Awareness Workshops were held in Malaysia in November 2024, in Lao PDR in
April 2025, and in Mongolia in September 2025. The national awareness activities
in 2025 were delivered in partnership with related institutions including ESCAP
Clean Air for ASEAN (CASA) Project and NEACAP.

- Various communication activities (including updating EANET website, email
campaigns and newsletters, and web stories) as well as consultations were held
with different organizations on potential collaboration with the EANET. Increased
efforts were undertaken to promote the EANET Project Fund, with new
organizations submitting project proposals with attached co-financing for 2026;
and potential collaboration identified for data sharing and monitoring site co-
location.
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- EANET data was also promoted in ESCAP’s Regional Action Programme on Air
Pollution (RAPAP) and UNEP’s Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC)
platforms, and EANET featured in the WHO Air Quality, Energy and Health:
Science and Policy Summaries. EANET experience was also shared with Africa
region, in the process of developing the Africa Clean Air Programme.

- The grand-total Secretariat budget for Core Activities in 2024 approved by IG25
was US§$ 632,235. The total voluntary financial contributions received from the
Participating Countries to the Secretariat’s Core budget in 2024 were US$
416,766. The total expenditures and commitments for the Core Budget of the
Secretariat for the EANET in 2024, including Programme Support Cost, were US$
499,838.

The key points of the presentation of the Network Center included:

- The Network Center highlighted key core activities conducted in 2025. Technical
support was provided to improve wet and dry deposition monitoring. Countries
submitted plans and SOPs, and guidelines were updated. Dry deposition methods
were enhanced and reviewed. Strategy papers for 2026-2030 were discussed, and
data from 2024 were validated and shared online.

In addition, summary figures for 2024 data were prepared for STM26 and SAC25.

Draft plans for PRSADS and the Drafting Committee were reviewed by SAC24,

revised based on feedback, and scheduled for discussion at 1G26.

The total voluntary financial contribution received by the NC in 2024 was US$

401,452. In addition, the total expenditures and commitments of the NC for core

budget activities in 2024 were US$ 495,033.

- The Philippine Government's in -kind contribution to host of the STM26 meeting
in 2025 was US$ 13,080.

- The Network Center presented the Project Activities completed in 2024 and 2025

and highlighted the completion of research activities, training for capacity

building, and others.

- The total implemented Project Budget Expenditure in 2024 for the Network
Center and the Project Leader was US$ 539,627.

- The total monetary contribution of EANET Project Fund in 2024 was US$
272,285. The total expenditure of EANET Project Fund in 2024 was US$
255,962.

The Session was invited to review, discuss, provide guidance, and endorse the reports
as appropriate.

Major discussions included:
(1) A country expressed concerns about the financial sustainability of the Secretariat
with expenditures exceeding the contributions in 2024. It was requested that
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expenditures be aligned with the contributions received from the Participating
Countries (PCs). A question was raised on the Programme Support Cost (PSC)’s
negative variance in table of the financial report of the Secretariat.

UNEP’s Senior Administrative Officer clarified that the issue was simply an error.
He advised to refer to Table 1, which contains the certified financial reports and
reflects how UNEP prepares the financial statements. The notes were prepared
manually, and the allocation of program support costs between project and non-
project categories was miscalculated. However, the total program support amount
of 73,655.28 is correct and corresponds to exactly 13% of the actual expenditure.
UNEP and the Secretariat will correct the table in the notes and circulate the
updated version after the meeting.

Another country expressed concerns about the EANET’s negative cash flow and
suggested to consider measures to prevent this in the future, including by securing
the PCs Voluntary Contributions, in line with the UN share of contributions. It
was recommended to discontinue certain activities if required, and to strengthen
efforts to seek external fundings.

Malaysia expressed its gratitude and appreciation to the Secretariat and NC for
their support in organizing the IG27 meeting and noted that the interlaboratory
samples were well received. Malaysia acknowledged the great progress made in
the ongoing activities and also expressed appreciation for the participation of four
representatives from Malaysia in the TNT and Capacity Building and Fellowship
programs in 2024 and strongly supports the continuation of these programs in the
future.

Indonesia informed the Session that they are willing to pay their contribution to
the EANET; however, they are facing some procedural limitation since the
EANET is not registered as an official partner of the Ministry. In the meantime,
Indonesia wishes to offer in-kind support for meeting support cost for example.
The Secretariat acknowledged the current financial situation and expressed its
intention to keep expenditures within the level of contributions received, ensuring
the sustainability of its activities. The Secretariat noted the decline in financial
contributions from the Participating Countries and encouraged all PCs to pay their
contributions in full and on time. It was also highlighted that the Partnership and
Resource Mobilization Strategy has been developed as part of the Medium-Term
Plan (MTP) for the EANET (2026-2030). As part of the MTP, the Secretariat will
deliver the agreed outcomes and outputs for the next five years in line with the
approved budget.

The NC also invited the PCs to contribute the full amount and welcomed the
possibility to receive in-kind contributions from the PCs for the organization of
meetings for example.

A country enquired about the estimated expenditure for the Project Activities for
a total of USD 151,150. The Project Fund Holder clarified that the amount is the
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sum of the maximum budget for projects where payment comes from PFH plus
the cost of PFH itself.

(ix) A country informed that related to the Project Completion Report (PCR) for 2024,
for project 2024-06 “Webinar workshop for emission inventory of VOCs and its
application for policy consideration” page 38, the Report included conclusions
which were not discussed during the webinar and suggested to delete it.

(x) The NC agreed to delete the second part of the “Challenges and Management
Actions”.

The Session endorsed the Draft Progress Report of the EANET Core Activities since the
26th Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG26) on the EANET
(EANET/IG27/4/1), the Draft Financial Report of Core Activities in 2024
(EANET/IG27/4/2/REV), the updates on EANET Projects in 2025 (EANET/1G27/4/3),
the Draft Annual Report of the EANET Projects (AREP) and Draft Annual Report of the
EANET Project Fund (AREPF) since [G26 (EANET/IG27/4/4), and the Draft EANET
Project Completion Report in 2024 with modification (EANET/1G27/4/5).

Highlights of the Working Group Meeting in 2025 (WG2025) relevant for SAC25
[Agenda Item 5]

The Chair of the Working Group Meeting of the EANET in 2025 (WG2025)
presented the Highlights of the Working Group Meeting of the EANET in 2025, held
virtually from 7 to 8 August 2025 (EANET/IG27/5).

The key points of the presentation included:

- The Chair highlighted the points of the discussions of the WG2025 meeting.

The Session was invited to review, discuss, and endorse, as appropriate.

Major discussions included:

(1) A country reminded that the WG2025 expressed preference for an in-person

Working Group meeting in 2026 to improve the efficiency of the discussions.
(i1) The Secretariat supported this suggestion, however noted that it is necessary to

consider the availability of the resources.

The Session considered and endorsed the Report of the Outcomes of the Working
Group Meeting in 2025 (WG2025).
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Consideration of the Report on the Outcomes of the Twenty-fifth Session of the
Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC25) on the EANET, including the EANET
VOC monitoring technical manual for training [Agenda Item 6]

The Chair of the Twenty-fifth Session of the Scientific Advisory Committee
(SAC25) on the EANET presented the Outcomes of the Twenty-fifth Session of the
Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC25) on the EANET, held from 20-22 October
2025 in Vientiane, Lao PDR and in a hybrid format (EANET/IG27/6).

The key points of the presentation included:

- The Chair presented the Recommendations from the SAC25 to the 1G27.
- The Network Center presented the EANET VOC monitoring technical manual for
training.

The Session was invited to review, discuss, and endorse, as appropriate.
Major discussions included:

(1) A country supported the new proposed title for the Fifth Periodic Report on the
State of Acid Deposition in East Asia (PRSADS) to become “The Fifth Periodic
Report on the State of Atmospheric Environment in East Asia” (PRSAES).

(i1) It was recommended that, in the Fifth Periodic Report on the State of Atmospheric
Environment in East Asia (PRSAES), the Summary for the Policy Makers should
come at the beginning of the report, to follow the usual international practice.

(ii1) It was noted that this suggestion would be discussed by the First Lead Authors
Meeting.

(iv) A country supported the views explained in the Draft MTP on the maintenance of
the monitoring equipment to be supported by the PCs, in line with the Instrument.

(v) It was noted from Malaysia that Mr. Mohan Kummar would be a co-lead author
in Chapter 3.

(vi) A country pointed out that for Recommendations from SAC25 to IG27 “On the
Activities of the Task Forces and Expert Groups under the SAC” items a, b, ¢, and
‘the uploading of the results of the EANET project 2024-10: “Stocktaking and
Methodological Assessment Emissions Inventories and Source Apportionment of
Air Pollution in Southeast Asia” to the EANET website, these topics could not be
discussed, and approved in this Session, since they were not included in the
meeting agenda and the documents related to the Task Forces have not been shared
with the PCs prior to the IG meetings. Only topics included in the IG's agenda can
be discussed and approved as appropriate during the meeting.
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(vii) It was clarified that the activity reports from the TF are accessible in the
proceedings of the SAC25.

(viii) It was clarified that according to the institutional framework of the EANET,
all the Task Forces report to the SAC.

(ix) A county noted that according to the Instrument, the mandate of SAC is to provide
advice to the IG.

(x) The Secretariat took note of the request to share the Task Force documents in the
IG meeting documents in the future.

The Session considered and discussed the Report of the Outcomes of the SAC25
meeting with taking note of the recommendation 1 “On the Activities of the Task
Forces and Expert Groups under the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC)” a, b, and
¢, and the recommendation 5 that “IG27 approve the uploading of the results of the
EANET project 2024-10: “Stocktaking and Methodological Assessment Emissions
Inventories and Source Apportionment of Air Pollution in Southeast Asia to the
EANET website with the inclusion of the disclaimer specified in the EANET Project
Fund and Project Guidelines adopted in December 2024”, and endorsing the other
Recommendations of the Report of the Outcomes of the SAC25 meeting.

Consideration of the Guidelines on establishing Hybrid Air Quality Monitoring
Network and the Manual for Low Cost Air Sensor Systems Operation [Agenda
Item 7

The Network Center presented the Agenda Item 7: “Guidelines on establishing
Hybrid Air Quality Monitoring Network (HAQMN) and the Manual for Low Cost
Air Sensor Systems Operation” (EANET/IG27/7).

The key points of the presentation included:

- The Network Center presented the project’s background, timeline, and contents of
the Guidelines, as well as the future plans related to the project on LCS.

The Session was invited to review, discuss, and endorse, as appropriate.
Major discussions included:

(1) Viet Nam expressed its appreciation to ACAP and the NC for the strong support
provided over the past four years in relation to the LCS project. The comparison
with the reference monitors has been very successful, and the guidelines are of
high quality; however, standards are needed to understand how to best integrate
these LCS with reference-grade stations. Research institutions are an important
target audience for these guidelines. Building on the successful experience with
LCS in Viet Nam, there is a need for more strategic collaboration with other
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Participating Countries to develop a hybrid monitoring network, especially given
the insufficient coverage of existing EANET sites and the need to identify
pollution hotspots.

(i) The NC thanked Viet Nam for their feedback and encouraged the Participating
Countries to use the Guidelines and share feedback for future improvements to be
included in the Second edition of the Guidelines.

(ii1)A country noted that there are some projects in Southeast Asia which could allow
to share knowledge among more countries.

(iv). A country explained that in principle they agree with the Guidelines, however it
should be noted that HAQMN and LCS monitoring should serve as supplementary
methods to Reference-Grade Monitors (RGMs), rather than routine EANET
monitoring methods; their data should not be treated as EANET official
monitoring data. Moreover, PCs may voluntarily implement HAQMN and LCS
monitoring according to their national monitoring capabilities and needs, relevant
guidelines and technical manuals serving only as EANET reference documents

(v) The NC took note of these comments.

(vi) Several countries informed the session that they supported the endorsement of the
Guidelines.

(vil)) A country encouraged the NC to make efforts for the dissemination of the
document to PCs and other stakeholders who are not well aware of the concept of
HAQMN so that its purpose, strengths and weaknesses are fully understood.

(viii) It was informed that at the national level, some countries may not be allowed
to use LCS. It was suggested adding a disclaimer in the document stating that
each Participating Country may decide how to implement the Guidelines, and that
EANET does not require PCs to use LCS.

(ix) A country suggested that the SEC deliver support for the dissemination of the
Guidelines, potentially with additional resources.

(x) Viet Nam informed the session that regarding the use of the LCS, a gradual
approach was encouraged for other institutions to use LCS, in support for
emissions mapping.

(x1) It was noted that the use of LCS aligns with the expansion of EANET’s scope to
increase the coverage of the EANET monitoring stations.

(xii)) A country enquired about the number of LCS needed per geographic area and
population size, especially for countries with many islands.

28.  The Session considered and endorsed the Guidelines on establishing Hybrid Air
Quality Monitoring Network and the Manual for Low Cost Air Sensor Systems
Operation with modification.

IX. Consideration the Final Draft of the Medium-Term Plan (MTP) for 2026-2030
for the EANET [Agenda Item 8]
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The Secretariat and the Network Center presented agenda item 8 “Consideration of
the Final Draft Medium-Term Plan (MTP) for the EANET (2026-2030)”
(EANET/IG27/8).

The key points of the Secretariat presentation included:

The Secretariat and the Network presented the Final Draft Medium-Term Plan (MTP)
for the EANET (2026-2030), including a summary of comments received by countries
and how the modifications had been reflected in the draft.

The Session was invited to review, discuss, and adopt the Medium-Term Plan (MTP)
for the EANET (2026-2030), as appropriate.

Major discussions included:

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

A country expressed its deep gratitude to the Secretariat and NC for the
development of the draft MTP. In paragraph 14 and Table 2, it was suggested
adding synergies between air pollution control and other global challenges”.
It was also proposed reducing the number of MTP evaluations to just one,
noting that conducting two reviews is unnecessary given the limited financial
situation. It was suggested that the evaluation be carried out by the Secretariat
and the NC, and since a final evaluation is already scheduled, it was
recommended revising the timeline so that the final evaluation report is
completed in the first half of 2030.

The country was requested to clarify what exactly are the “other global
challenges”, and the country explained that they could include climate change,
nature conservation, health and others. Consequently, the country withdrew
the proposal.

A country thanked the Secretariat, NC and all the PCs for their efforts in
promoting the development of the new MTP. Regarding the Draft MTP, it
proposed that first the activities of the MTP should be within the scope of the
EANET according to the Instrument and its supplementary document. Second,
for the Partnership and Resource Mobilization Strategy for the EANET, any
important collaborative documents developed or planned for joint publication
by the EANET and partner organizations shall be subject to prior consent by
PCs.

A country emphasized the importance of adhering to the scope of the EANET,
and explained: firstly, monitoring and reporting are the EANET's main
responsibilities. Secondly, as most PCs are developing countries still facing
air pollution challenges, they have the needs to conduct activities that enhance
their national capacities for monitoring and pollution control. Thirdly, climate
change pollutants or activities are out of the scope of the EANET.
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A country recommended that the evaluation be conducted by an external
expert, noting that the Secretariat has limited human resources and that an
independent reviewer is needed to ensure an objective assessment.

A country noted that its capital city is highly polluted due to its very cold
winters and meteorological conditions influenced by regional airflow patterns.
These severe weather conditions play a significant role in emissions and air
pollution levels. It is important that meteorological factors be fully considered
in the MTP.

Several other countries emphasized that meteorological aspects must be
maintained as an integral part of weather and pollution forecasting.

(viii) Several countries proposed to delete the “Concrete opportunities identified”

The

from the MTP.

Session adopted the Medium-Term Plan (MTP) for the EANET (2026-2030)

(with modification).

Consideration of the 2026 Draft Work Programme and Budget of the EANET in

2026 [Agenda Item 9]

1)

The

Core Activities of the EANET in 2026

Secretariat and the Network Center presented the Draft Work Programme and

Budget for the Core Activities of the EANET in 2026 (EANET/IG27/9/1/REV).

The

The

key points of the presentation included:

It was highlighted that Draft Work Programme and Budget for Core Activities in
2026 is in line with the Final Draft MTP for the EANET (2026-2030).

Activities were presented by outcome, including Outcome 1: Understanding on
the state of air pollution in priority areas and atmospheric deposition in East Asia
is built through strengthened monitoring; Outcome 2: Decision-makers at local,
national and regional levels have increased access to evidence-based policy
relevant information; and Outcome 3: Cooperation on the issues related to air
pollution in the priority areas and atmospheric deposition in East Asia is increased.

The Provisional Budget of the Secretariat and the Network Center in 2026 is US$
578,560 for the Secretariat, and US$ 904,500 for the Network Center.

The estimated voluntary financial contributions in 2026 for the Secretariat are
US$ 607,200, and US$ 633,500 for the Network Center.

Session was invited to review, discuss, and adopt the report, as appropriate.

Major discussions included:
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A country enquired about strategies to secure funding for the sustainability of the
Secretariat’s coordinator’s role.

UNEP’s Regional Director highlighted that EANET’s work is very important to
UNERP. She also explained that UNEP has experienced a reduction of 20 percent
in its regular budget contribution for 2024-2025, slightly exceeding 20 percent of
the core budget. While this has implications for staffing and future operations,
UNEP remains positive and will continue to explore opportunities to mobilize
resources where relevant and feasible.

UNEP’s Senior Administrative Officer explained that UNEP has undertaken a
major core budget realignment and reorganization, introducing a more systematic
approach to planning, allocating, and managing staff and non-staff resources. In
response to shifting global financial conditions and expected reductions in donor
contributions, UNEP has cut seven positions in the Asia Pacific Office, three
General Service and four Professional and transferred two additional positions to
other UNEP offices. UNEP recruitment has also been frozen. In terms of the
budget, UNEP Asia Pacific Office has faced a 20% reduction in its regular budget
allocation and will receive no regular budget funding for non-staff costs in 2025,
nor any allocation from Environment Fund resources. In total, these cuts amount
to a 28% reduction over USD 1.5 million. It was also noted that UNEP Asia
Pacific Office also provides in-kind support to the Secretariat beyond programme
support cost coverage, including direct support from the Subregional Coordinator
for Chemicals and Pollution Action and Fund Management support from the
Administrative Officer.

A country requested that the SEC and NC produce a mid-year cash flow report
and adjust expenditures based on the contributions received.

Japan announced that Japan would be happy to co-finance projects 2026-02, 2026-
03, 2026-06, and the continued project 2024 on VOCs, subject to the approval of
the next fiscal year’s budget by the National Diet of Japan.

Proposed Project Plans in 2026

The Secretariat and the NC presented the Proposed Project Plans in 2026
(EANET/IG27/9/2/REV2).

The key points of the presentation included:

Nine EANET Project Plans (EPPs) and two Project Concept Notes (PCNs) were
submitted for review and discussion during the Working Group Meeting in 2025
(WG2025) which was virtually held from 7-8 August 2025. One additional
EANET Project Plan was submitted after W(G2025. There were twelve Project
Plans presented to the SAC25.

Following the SAC25, the Project Lead of the EANET Project Plan (2026-08)
“Driving Action through Data: Development of the EANET Data Platform Phase
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1” informed the Secretariat by email (received on 5 November 2025) of their
decision to withdraw the project proposal.

- FEleven EANET Project Plans were submitted to 1G27 for consideration and

approval, as appropriate.

- The Proposed Projects include: (2026-01) Accumulation of atmospheric nitrogen

deposition data for sustainable nitrogen management in existing EANET
monitoring sites; (2026-02) Fellowship for building leadership in Atmospheric
Environment and Air Quality Management in East Asia; (2026-03) Collaboration
of Technical and Training (TNT) and capacity building program for personnel of
the Participating Countries on monitoring; (2026-04) Webinar for understanding
of influences by changing climate on air quality over East Asia; (2025-05)
Capacity building webinar workshop on application of satellite observation for
atmospheric environmental management; (2025-06) Methodological Study on
PM2.5 Source Identification and Capacity Enhancement in EANET with
Emphasis on Southeast Asia; (2026-07) Strengthening EANET Capacity in
Financing Strategies for Project Planning and Advanced Methods for Monitoring
of Air Pollution and Emissions; (2026-09) Enhancing Regional Understanding of
PM2.5 Pollution Using Integrated Monitoring for EANET Countries; (2026-10)
International Training on Air Quality Improvement for Government Officials
from South and Southeast Asia; (2026-11) Knowledge exchange and capacity
strengthening on sustainable agricultural practices for clean air in Mekong region;
and (2026-12) Strengthening capacity on air quality

legislation: Capacity building workshop on Law and Air Quality for EANET.

The Session was invited to make comments, suggestions, and adopt the report as
appropriate.

Major discussions included:

(1) It was clarified that projects with no funding requests will still need to comply
with the EANET Project Fund and Project Guidelines.

(i1) A country enquired about the implementation of projects with no funding.

(ii1)The NC clarified that it is up to the PCs to approve the projects and allocate the
funding. However, it was noted that PCs could also approve all projects and
allocate the funding later when available.

(iv)For Project Number 2026-05: Capacity building webinar workshop on application
of satellite observation for atmospheric environmental management, a country
proposed to revise the output and delete that the satellite observation data will be
utilized by the EANET.

(v) On Project 2026-07: Strengthening EANET Capacity in Financing Strategies for
Project Planning and Advanced Methods for Monitoring of Air Pollution and
Emissions, in the output of the project, a country proposed to delete the “health
data” that is out of the scope of the EANET.
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(vi) It was clarified by the Project Lead that the budget requested from the EANET
Project Fund for this project will be allocated for the capacity building aspect of
the project and not for the health-related aspect which is funded by another source.

(vil) A country suggested that Project number 4:” Webinar for understanding of
influences by changing climate on air quality over East Asia” include air quality
dispersion models and the impacts of changing meteorology on soil and
vegetation.

(viii)) A country explained that for Project 7: “Strengthening EANET Capacity in
Financing Strategies for Project Planning and Advanced Methods for Monitoring
of Air Pollution and Emissions”, the health component could be removed for the
EANET part of the project, for it to remain within the scope of the EANET.

(ix) A country requested to delete the wordings of climate change and health from the
proposals.

(x) On Project 9: “Enhancing Regional Understanding of PM2.5 Pollution Using
Integrated Monitoring for EANET Countries”, it was clarified that the monitoring
instruments will be provided by Clarity and that they are reliable and durable.
Questions were raised regarding black carbon and transboundary assessment; it
was clarified that the project will monitor only NO. and PM2.5.

(xi) A country recommended to only prioritize projects with secured co-financing.

(xii)) The PCs agreed to prioritize projects 2026-07 and 2026-09 and 2026-10 to be
supported by the remaining fund of the Project Fund for a total of USD56,241,
besides the projects 2026-02, 2026-03, 2026-06, and the continued project 2024
on VOCs which are to be co-financed by Japan.

(xiii) A country requested the Secretariat and the NC to continue their efforts to raise
funds for the EANET Project Fund.
(xiv) Participating Countries were invited to pledge more funds in the next years.

The Session adopted the Work Programme and Budget of the EANET Core
Activities in 2026, and the Work Programme and Budget of the EANET Project
Plans in 2026 including 11 Project Plans for 2026, subject to available allocated
resources.

Other Matters [Agenda Item 10]

The Chairperson invited the Secretariat and the Network Center, as well as the
participants, to share announcements or updates, as part of agenda item 10: “Other
matters”. This included (a) a presentation of the overview of air quality monitoring
status and capacity of a country interested to join EANET (EANET/IG27/10/1); (b)
an introduction of an upcoming regional project with potential collaboration with
EANET on air quality monitoring (EANET/IG27/10/2), and (c) a Brief introduction
of ongoing regional initiatives on air quality.
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The key points of the presentation included:

On 28 June 2024, the Secretariat received a letter from the Ministry of Environment
of Sri Lanka signifying their intention to explore the possibility of becoming a
member of EANET. After discussions in 2024 during the Working Group Meeting in
2024 and the Twenty-sixth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting on the EANET
(IG26), the IG26 “tasked the Secretariat to follow up with interested countries to find
more information on the monitoring data and capacity of the interested countries”.
The Secretariat presented an Overview of the Air Quality Monitoring in Sri Lanka to
the Session of the SAC25 for their consideration from the scientific viewpoint, and
later to the 1G27.

The Secretariat introduced Dr. Xavier Mari, a Senior Scientist at the French National
Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD). Dr. Mari delivered a
presentation on the SEACAI project (Southeast Asia Climate and Air Quality
Initiative) and on possible cooperation opportunities with the EANET.

The Session was invited to make comments, suggestions, and share guidance and
recommendations from the scientific and technical viewpoints to 1G27.

Major discussions included:

On the SEACALI project:

(1) A country enquired about the air quality model and the data-sharing policy for
Thailand, Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Viet Nam. It was clarified that the data will
belong to the respective national partners.

(i1) For Viet Nam, it was noted that the monitoring sites have not yet been finalized.
Surveys have been conducted in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, and the exact
locations will be determined together with national partners.

(ii1)) A country informed the Session that other relevant institutions are currently
mandated to work on similar issues, and that it would be good to cooperate to
ensure the best results. It was also noted that emission inventories are very
important for identifying emission sources and air-quality priorities.

(iv) The NC enquired about the VOC activity, noting that Viet Nam and Cambodia are
also target countries. It was clarified that VOCs are not yet included in the project,
however there is interest in building the capacity of the countries in the future to
conduct VOC monitoring.

(v) It was clarified that while the data will be measured in real time, it will not be
shared in real time.

(vi)Lao PDR noted that the proposed monitoring location might duplicate another
project, so further review is needed. It was clarified that the sites are only
suggested and provisional; consultations will be required to determine the most
suitable locations based on the countries’ needs.

(vil)  Regarding the LCS, it was confirmed that they will be collocated with regular
monitors. Maintenance will be carried out as part of the project.
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(viii)) A country thanked IRD for proposing this project and expressed appreciation
for their support to the Mekong region

(ix) It was noted that IRD is a long-established French national institute working in
50 countries worldwide. The monitoring component of the project will be funded
solely by France.

(x) A country enquired about the species outside of the scope of EANET which would
be monitored, and it was further suggested that what is outside of the scope can be
ignored by EANET and not used in the EANET analysis.

(xi)A country noted that EANET, NEACAP and IRD share very similar ambitions
and goals, and expressed hope that collaboration opportunities can be identified in
the future.

(xii) A country requested for the Secretariat to share a full concept note on the
SEACAI project.

On NEASPEC/NEACAP:

(xiii) NEACAP’s main focus of work in the next 5 years will include a stronger
focus on synergies between air pollution and climate change, connections between
air quality and carbon reduction, promotion of clean technologies and low-
emission measures (in transport and energy), as well as opportunities for joint
research, knowledge exchange, and capacity building.

(xiv) The NC invited NEACAP to join regular meetings with NC and the Secretariat
in the near future.

(xv) A country requested the Secretariat to share NEACAP’s approved Work Plan
with the EANET NFPs for their information.

On the request from Sri-Lanka

(xvi) Several countries expressed concerns over the financial implication of having
an additional country join the EANET.

(xvii) The IG tasked the SEC with conducting a financial analysis of inviting Sri
Lanka to join as a full member.
(xviil) A country enquired about the process of accepting Sri Lanka as an observer
which UNEP clarified that it would require to modify the EANET Instrument.
(xix) UNEP informed the Session that Sri Lanka pays their full contribution to the
UN Environment Fund and hosts the Secretariat for the South Asia Co-operative
Environment Programme (SACEP).

(xx) It was agreed to invite Sri Lanka to join the SAC26 meeting as an observer to
present their interest to join the EANET (online).

Other matters

(xxi) A country proposed to unlock the limitation of the role of the DDG from
ACAP to more than 4 years in the future.

(xxii) NC invited the participants to join the Dust and Sand Storms online workshop
on 12 December.



XII.

47.

48.

49.

XIII.

50.

51.

XIV.

52.

53.

54.

55.

EANET/IG27/12
Page 17

(xxiii) Japan shared the results of the 12% Tripartite Policy Dialogue on Air Pollution
(TPDAP) including China, Japan and Republic of Korea.

Wrap up and Next Steps [Agenda item 11]

The Secretariat presented the Wrap up and Next Steps before the 1G28.

Major discussions included:

(xxiv) Japan informed the Session of its intention to host the IG28 in Niigata city, at
the occasion of the celebration of the 25" anniversary of the EANET.

(xxv) The Chair, on behalf of all Participating Countries, thanked Japan for hosting
the 1G28.

(xxvi) The IG27 tasked the Secretariat to organize the WG2026 next year.

The Session discussed and adopted the Next Steps from 1G27 to IG28.

Consideration and Adoption of the Report of the Session [Agenda item 12]

The Secretariat presented the draft Decisions of the IG27 found in Annex 2 and the
Report of the Session. The Chairperson invited participants to review the draft
Decisions from 1G27 and the draft Report of the Session.

The Report of the Session (EANET/IG27/12) was considered and adopted.

Closing of the Session [Agenda Item 13]

Prof. Meng Fan expressed his gratitude in his role of Deputy Director-General of the
Network Center and thanked all for their friendship and collaboration as his term ends.

The Secretariat thanked all the Participating Countries, the Bureau members and
UNEP representatives for their support.

The Session expressed its appreciation to the efforts made by the Chairperson, Vice-
Chairpersons, and the Rapporteur in making the IG27 Session fruitful and successful.

The Session was officially closed by the Chairperson, thanking all the participants for
their valuable contributions.
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Department of Meteorology and
Hydrology Ministry of Transport and
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Services Division Department of
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA
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Air Quality Policy Bureau
Ministry of Climate, Energy and
Environment
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International Cooperation Specialist
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Mr. Jinsoo Park

Senior Researcher
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Department

National Institute of Environmental
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Ministry of Climate, Energy and
Environment
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Research
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Annex 2
Decisions of IG27

The Twenty-seventh Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27) on the Acid Deposition
Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET), to make its decisions including following
elements:

Recalling the recommendations made by the Twenty-fifth Scientific Advisory Committee
(SAC25) on the EANET, the 1G27 decides to:

[ On the Final Draft Medium-Term Plan (MTP) for the EANET (2026-2030)
a. Adopt the Medium-Term Plan (MTP) for the EANET (2026-2030).

II.  On the Process for the Development of the Fifth Periodic Report on the State of
Acid Deposition in East Asia (PRSADS)
a. Approve the updated title, “The Fifth Periodic Report on the State of

Atmospheric Environment in East Asia (PRSAES)” endorsed by SAC25.

b. Approve the structure of chapters and contents of the PRSAES endorsed by

SAC25.

c. Adopt the following recommendations by SAC25:

- Regional Assessment (PartI) is, in principle, prepared based on the EANET
data. Other monitoring data and literature such as peer reviewed paper can
be used for reference purpose (not for direct evaluation).

d. Approve the implementation plan of the PRSAES endorsed by SAC25 and task
the Network Center to organize the first Lead Authors Meeting in December

2025.

III.  On the Reports adopted by the SAC25
a. Endorse the Data Report 2024.
b. Endorse the Report of the Inter-laboratory Comparison Projects 2024.
c. Endorse the Guidelines for Establishing Hybrid Air Quality Monitoring
Network (HAQMN) in the EANET region and the Technical Manual for Hybrid
Air Quality Monitoring with Low-Cost Sensors: Implementation Guidelines in
EANET with modifications.

IV.  On the Work Programme and Budget of the EANET in 2026
a. Approve the Work Programme and Budget of the EANET Core Activities in
2026.
b. Approve the 11 EANET Proposed Project Plans in 2026, considering the
allocation of sufficient funds.
c. Task the Secretariat to organize a Working Group Meeting in 2026 to discuss
and consider, among other matters, the EANET Project Plans in 2027.
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d. Request the Secretariat and the NC that the expenditures align with the actual
contributions from the Participating Countries and to produce a mid-year cash
flow report and adjust the expenditure based on cash received.

V.  On the proposed collaboration on data sharing with the Southeast Asia Climate
and Air Quality Initiative (SEACAI)
a. Take note of the initiation of discussions with the French National Research
Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD).
b. Task the Secretariat to send the full concept note to the National Focal Points.

VI.  On the Air quality monitoring overview of Sri Lanka
a. Task the Secretariat to conduct an analysis on financial implication of inviting
Sri Lanka to join as a full member of the EANET.
b. Invite Sri Lanka to join the SAC26 meeting as an observer to present their
interest to join the EANET online.



