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C O N T E N T
EANET ADOPTS NEW FIVE-YEAR
PLAN (2026-2030)

The Twenty-seventh Session of the
Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27) on the EANET
was successfully held in Bangkok, Thailand, from
27 to 28 November 2025.
A key outcome of the meeting was the adoption
by representatives of the 13 Participating
Countries of a new Medium-Term Plan for EANET
(2026–2030), aimed at strengthening EANET’s
impact through enhanced monitoring, scientific
exchange and collaboration, and policy support. 
Together, these milestones brought to a close a
highly productive year of consultations, new
projects, and outreach activities.

Curious about what took place in the past
months and what is coming next? Discover
more inside!



By Ms .  Yu jeong K im
Ad Inter im Coordinator ,  Secretar iat  for  the EANET
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Over the past few months, EANET has
achieved significant milestones that
reflect the strength of our network and
the commitment of our Participating
Countries. 

At the 27th Session of the
Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27), the
Medium-Term Plan (MTP) for 2026–
2030 was adopted after two years of
consultations and collaborative
discussions. This marks the first MTP that
fully embraces EANET’s expanded scope,
addressing a broader range of
atmospheric environmental issues
beyond acid deposition, including air
pollution and related challenges. 

IG27 also approved eleven projects for
implementation in 2026—an exciting
development as, for the first time,
several projects will be led by institutions
outside of EANET, signaling stronger
partnerships and innovation. Our
collaboration with regional partners and
others continues to grow, opening new
opportunities for joint action. EANET’s
outreach efforts have also gained
momentum. 

During Clean Air Week, the Regional
Awareness Workshop sparked engaging
discussions on emerging technologies such
as low-cost sensors, satellite monitoring,
and AI applications for air quality
management.

These conversations underscore the
importance of innovation in strengthening
monitoring capacity and data accessibility.
 
Looking ahead, we are preparing for the
publication of our flagship report, The Fifth
Periodic Report on the State of Atmospheric
Environment in East Asia (PRSAE5), which
will provide valuable insights for
policymakers and stakeholders across the
region. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all
Participating Countries for their continued
support and active engagement. Together,
we are building a stronger foundation for
regional cooperation and action. As we
move into 2026, we look forward to working
with you on impactful projects and initiatives
that advance our shared vision—a cleaner,
healthier, more resilient future for East Asia. 



The Twenty-seventh Session of the
Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27) on
the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network
in East Asia (EANET) was held in
Bangkok, Thailand, from 27 to 28
November 2025, in the margins of the
2025 Clean Air Week. Representatives
from the 13 Participating Countries of
the EANET joined the hybrid
Intergovernmental Meeting, in person
and online. About 70 participants from
the EANET countries, Secretariat and
Network Center for the EANET, UNEP,
and observers, engaged in key
discussions focusing mainly on the
future activities of the Network,
including on the adoption of the new
Medium-Term Plan for the EANET
(2026-2030).

Hosted and chaired by the Kingdom of
Thailand, the IG27 started with
Welcome Remarks by Mr. Chirapong
Kuhakanchana, Deputy Director
General, Pollution Control Department,
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, Thailand. 
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EANET Adopts New Five-Year Plan at the
Twenty-seventh Intergovernmental Meeting 
in Bangkok

In his remarks, Mr. Chirapong underscored
Thailand’s recent air quality improvements
and strong national actions and reaffirmed
the country’s full support for strengthened
regional collaboration through the EANET.

Dr. Dechen Tsering, Regional Director, United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
Regional Office Asia Pacific (ROAP), delivered
the Opening Remarks. In her remarks, she
emphasized the region’s persistent air
pollution challenges and recognized EANET’s
progress over 25 years. Dr. Tsering
underscored the urgency of stronger regional
cooperation and upcoming transitions,
including EANET’s new Medium-Term Plan and
broader UN reforms.

Dr. Toshimasa Ohara, Director General of the
Asia Center for Air Pollution Research (ACAP),
delivered the Introductory Remarks, and
highlighted East Asia’s air pollution challenges.
He emphasized EANET’s crucial role and
emerging priorities and underscored the
importance of the IG27 in adopting the
Medium-Term Plan (2026-2030) and the
2026 Work Programme and Budget.

10 DECEMBER – BANGKOK, THAILAND

https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/clean-air-week
https://www.pcd.go.th/
https://www.unep.org/
https://www.acap.asia/en/


Photo credits: all rights reserved to EANET.

The session elected Thailand as the
Chairperson, Lao PDR and Viet Nam as Vice-
Chairpersons, and Japan as the Rapporteur.
The Bureau of the IG27 will remain in office until
the next Intergovernmental Meeting, to be held
in Niigata, Japan, in November 2026.

In addition to adopting several important
documents, such as the 2024 Progress and
Financial Reports, and Work Program and
Budget in 2026, the IG27 also endorsed the
2024 Data Report and the Report on the Inter-
laboratory Comparison Projects, the Guidelines
for Establishing Hybrid Air Quality Monitoring
Network, and the Technical Manual for Hybrid
Air Quality Monitoring with Low-Cost Sensors,
which had been approved by the Twenty-fifth
Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC25) on the
EANET held in Vientiane, Lao PDR, from 20 to 22
October 2025.
Furthermore, in a key decision, the IG27
approved the EANET’s new Medium-Term Plan
(MTP) (2026–2030), which concluded
discussions from a series of consultations and
meetings in 2024 and 2025.

The MTP (2026-2030) aims to define the
strategic outcomes and priority actions for
EANET’s work programme for the next five years
in line with the EANET Instrument and its Annex.
The fifth MTP (2026-2030) is the first MTP that
substantially addresses EANET’s expanded
scope with wider atmospheric environment
pollutants which was adopted in 2021 at IG23.
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In addition to the Core Budget of the EANET
for its ongoing activities focused mainly on
monitoring, and supporting its meetings
and awareness activities, the IG27
approved eleven EANET Projects under the
EANET Project Fund.
The proposed projects cover a
comprehensive set of technical and
capacity-building priorities, including the
collection of long-term atmospheric
nitrogen data, advanced PM2.5 source
identification, and broader integrated
monitoring efforts that also strengthen
understanding and capacities of ozone
and VOC pollution across the region. They
further support improved use of satellite
observations, and stronger national skills in
emissions monitoring, financing strategies,
and project planning. In parallel, the
portfolio promotes regional leadership
through fellowships, international trainings
for government officials, and targeted
workshops on sustainable agricultural
practices and air quality legislation—
providing EANET countries with practical
tools to better manage air pollution in East
and Southeast Asia.

A total of over US$387,000 was pledged
through the EANET Project Fund, including
financial and in-kind support from China
(Fudan University), Japan (MOEJ),
Thailand (Pollution Control Department,
and the Thailand Environment Institute), the
Republic of Korea (NIER), and UNEP.

Read the Meeting Report
Read the MTP 2026-2030
View the videos on YouTube

View and download the IG27 photos.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcFU1NDA83T-ZOzo7aKikss8PhJYSgHds&si=kGbymj1fSCuN98wN
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-fifth-session-of-the-scientific-advisory-committee-on-the-eanet/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-fifth-session-of-the-scientific-advisory-committee-on-the-eanet/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-fifth-session-of-the-scientific-advisory-committee-on-the-eanet/
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Instrument-for-Strengthening-the-EANET-adopted-at-IG12-in-2010.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Supplementary-Document-Annex-to-EANET-Instrument-adopted-at-IG23-in-2021.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-third-session-of-the-intergovernmental-meeting-on-the-acid-deposition-monitoring-network-in-east-asia/
https://www.eanet.asia/project-fund-and-project-guideline/
https://www.fudan.edu.cn/en/
https://www.env.go.jp/en/
https://www.tei.or.th/en/
https://www.nier.go.kr/NIER/eng/index.do
https://www.eanet.asia/resources/meeting-reports/
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/MTP2026-2030_ADOPTED-public-disclosure-no-budget_compressed.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcFU1NDA83T-ZOzo7aKikss8PhJYSgHds&si=kGbymj1fSCuN98wN
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCCz7c


The Twenty-fifth Session of the Scientific
Advisory Committee (SAC25) on the EANET
was held from 20 to 22 October 2025, in
Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, and online. The Session gathered
over 50 representatives from the EANET
Participating Countries, along with the
Secretariat and the Network Center for the
EANET, and observers from institutions
interested in partnering with the EANET. The
SAC25 served as a milestone meeting to
review progress, assess EANET’s monitoring
and research activities, and propose
scientific recommendations on the Draft
Medium-Term Plan (2026-2030) to the
upcoming Twenty-seventh Session of the
Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27). 

The SAC25 opened with welcoming
remarks from Mr. Khamsene Ounekham,
Director General of the Biotechnology and
Ecology Institute, Ministry of Agriculture and
Environment, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, who highlighted the importance
of the SAC’s role in advancing atmospheric
monitoring and regional collaboration.
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The Twenty-fifth Session of the Scientific
Advisory Committee on the EANET

Dr. Toshimasa Ohara, Director General of
the Asia Center for Air Pollution Research
(ACAP), underscored the region’s
persistent air pollution challenges and
called for stronger science–policy links,
innovative monitoring, and integration of
climate and nitrogen management. Ms.
Yujeong Kim, Ad Interim Coordinator for the
Secretariat for the EANET, United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP),
emphasized the region’s progress and
continued urgency in tackling air pollution,
reflecting on EANET’s 25 years of
achievements and upcoming plans,
including drafting the Fifth Periodic Report
on the State of Acid Deposition in East Asia
(PRSAD5), and the next Medium-Term
Plan for 2026-2030 aligned with the 2030
Sustainable Development Goals.

EANET continued to strengthen its Core
and Project Activities under the current
Medium-Term Plan (MTP) 2021–2025,
advancing both its scientific and
collaborative agenda.

29 OCTOBER 2025 – VIENTIANE, LAO PDR

https://www.acap.asia/
https://www.acap.asia/
https://www.acap.asia/
https://www.unep.org/
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/The-Revised-MTP-for-the-EANET-2021-2025.pdf
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Read the Meeting Report and
View the photos on Flickr.

The SAC25 highlighted the importance of
maintaining strong quality assurance and
quality control (QA/QC) systems, expanding
data access, and fostering regional
collaboration. The Committee endorsed the
Guidelines for Establishing Hybrid Air Quality
Monitoring Networks (HAQMN) and the
Technical Manual for Hybrid Monitoring with
Low-Cost Sensors, incorporating updates
based on feedback from SAC24. These
resources, developed with reference to
standards from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO), and the
European Commission (EC), will guide EANET
countries in improving data reliability and
calibration practices. EANET also continued
projects on Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOCs) monitoring, PM₂.₅ source identification,
and nitrogen management.

Twelve Project Plans for 2026 were also
reviewed, including initiatives on nitrogen
deposition assessment, satellite-based air
quality monitoring, sustainable agriculture for
clean air, and leadership training in
atmospheric environment management. Project
leads interested in collaborating with the EANET
through the EANET Project Fund presented their
project plans during the meeting. The Project
leads included the Asian Institute of Technology
(AIT), Clean Air Asia, the Institute for
Environment and Development (LESTARI),
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), the
Thailand Hub of Talents, and UNEP.
The SAC25 reviewed the Draft Medium-Term
Plan (MTP) (2026–2030), which will guide
EANET’s work for the next five years and
reaffirmed EANET’s key role as a regional
scientific network supporting cooperation and
data-driven policymaking to improve air quality
across East Asia.
Recommendations and outcomes from SAC25
will be presented at the Twenty-seventh Session
of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27), to be
held on 27-28 November in Bangkok, Thailand,
back-to-back with UNEP’s Clean Air Week.

Key highlights in 2025 included the
organization of National Awareness
Workshops in Lao PDR, and Mongolia,
conducted in partnership with ESCAP’s
Clean Air for Sustainable ASEAN (CASA)
Project and the Northeast Asia Clean Air
Partnership (NEACAP), respectively. These
workshops contributed to raising
awareness and strengthening technical
capacity for air pollution monitoring and
management in the region.
Promotion of data sharing with regional
and global partners was enhanced,
including through engagement with
ESCAP’s Regional Action Programme on
Air Pollution (RAPAP), the Climate and
Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) data sharing
platforms, and the World Health
Organization (WHO)’s publication Air
Quality, Energy and Health: Science and
Policy Summaries. Significant progress
was made on the drafting of the Fifth
Medium-Term Plan (2026–2030), which
will guide EANET’s next phase of strategic
actions.
The Network Center presented updates on
dry and wet deposition monitoring,
catchment-scale ecosystem studies, and
nitrogen management.

The SAC25 reviewed and adopted several
key technical documents, including:

The EANET Data Report 2024, featuring
updated monitoring results on wet and
dry deposition, ozone, and ecosystem
impacts across 13 EANET Participating
Countries.
The Report on the Inter-Laboratory
Comparison (ILC) Projects 2024,
confirming the analytical consistency
and reliability of laboratory analyses
across the network.
The Updated National Monitoring Plans
(NMPs), underscoring Participating
Countries’ continued commitment to
harmonized methodologies and
improved data quality.

Photo credits: all rights reserved to the Secretariat for the EANET.

https://www.eanet.asia/resources/meeting-reports/
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCyEfj
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/
https://wmo.int/
https://wmo.int/
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.eanet.asia/project-fund-and-project-guideline/
https://ait.ac.th/
https://ait.ac.th/
https://cleanairasia.org/
https://www.ukm.my/lestari/
https://www.ukm.my/lestari/
https://www.ukm.my/lestari/
https://www.eanet.asia/event-and-activities/
https://www.eanet.asia/event-and-activities/
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/clean-air-week
https://www.eanet.asia/regional-action-for-cleaner-air-asean-policymakers-and-experts-gather-in-vientiane/
https://www.eanet.asia/regional-action-for-cleaner-air-asean-policymakers-and-experts-gather-in-vientiane/
https://www.aseanrokfund.com/our-works/project-clean-air-for-sustainable-asean-casa
https://www.aseanrokfund.com/our-works/project-clean-air-for-sustainable-asean-casa
https://www.aseanrokfund.com/our-works/project-clean-air-for-sustainable-asean-casa
https://neaspec.org/sites/default/files/Introduction%20to%20NEACAP.pdf
https://neaspec.org/sites/default/files/Introduction%20to%20NEACAP.pdf
https://www.rapap-platform.org/
https://www.rapap-platform.org/
https://www.ccacoalition.org/
https://www.ccacoalition.org/
https://www.eanet.asia/eanet-data-featured-in-two-regional-and-global-air-quality-management-platforms-the-rapap-and-aqmx-platforms/
https://www.eanet.asia/eanet-data-featured-in-two-regional-and-global-air-quality-management-platforms-the-rapap-and-aqmx-platforms/
https://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/
https://www.eanet.asia/eanet-highlighted-in-who-science-policy-brief-on-transboundary-air-pollution/
https://www.eanet.asia/eanet-highlighted-in-who-science-policy-brief-on-transboundary-air-pollution/
https://www.eanet.asia/eanet-highlighted-in-who-science-policy-brief-on-transboundary-air-pollution/


Senior technical officials from the EANET
countries gathered for the Twenty-Sixth
Senior Technical Managers’ Meeting
(STM26) in Manila, Philippines, from the 2
to 3 September 2025, to review progress
and plan national monitoring of
Participating Countries, exchange
scientific findings, and discuss the future
direction of cooperative efforts under the
upcoming Medium-Term Plan (2026–
2030).

Hosted by the Government of the
Philippines and organized by the EANET
Network Center (Asia Center for Air
Pollution Research, ACAP) with support
from the Secretariat for the EANET, the
meeting brought together over 50 experts
from the 13 Participating Countries.

In her welcome remarks, Engr. Maria
Dorica Naz-Hipe, Assistant Director of the
Environmental Management Bureau
(EMB) of the Philippines, emphasized the
importance of STM meetings as platforms
for technical exchange and cooperation. 
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EANET’s 26th Senior Technical Managers
Meeting Gathers in Manila

She highlighted EANET’s role in ensuring data
transparency, harmonizing monitoring
practices, and enabling evidence-based
policymaking to address air pollution
challenges across East Asia.

Dr. Toshimasa Ohara, Director General of
ACAP, echoed the call for collaboration,
noting that EANET’s monitoring activities serve
as the foundation for regional science-based
policy decisions. He outlined key objectives of
STM26, including reviewing the Preliminary
Data Report 2024, the Inter-laboratory
Comparison (ILC) results, and National
Monitoring Plans (NMPs), as well as shaping
the forthcoming Medium-Term Plan (MTP
2026–2030).

The Secretariat reported on achievements
since the 26th Intergovernmental Meeting
(IG26), including the successful convening of
the Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting
(SAC24) and IG26 in 2024, capacity-building
workshops, and enhanced knowledge-
sharing through outreach activities and
material. 

14 SEPTEMBER 2025 – MANILA, PHILIPPINES

https://www.acap.asia/
https://emb.gov.ph/


PAGE  8EANET MEETINGS

View the photos on Flickr.

These inputs will inform the revised
Summary of National Monitoring Plans to
be presented at SAC25 in October in Lao
PDR.

The meeting discussed monitoring
activities including QA/QC and analysis
of monitoring data relevant to the draft
Medium Term Plan (2026–2030).
Progress on EANET Project Fund activities
was also reviewed including Guidelines
on Hybrid Air Quality Monitoring Networks
(HAQMN), Technical Guidance on VOC
Monitoring and Catchment
Monitoring/Analysis.

The meeting concluded with reflections
on next steps, reaffirming the
commitment of the Participating
Countries to collaborative action on acid
deposition and air pollution in East Asia.

The Network Center presented the
Preliminary Draft Data Report 2024,
covering wet and dry deposition, soil and
vegetation, inland aquatic environment,
and catchment-scale monitoring.

The 2024 ILC projects confirmed the
importance of robust QA/QC systems.
There were discussions on analytical
methods for ammonium (NH₄⁺), where
discrepancies between
spectrophotometry and ion
chromatography in some laboratories
highlighted the need for capacity
building and standardization. Countries
were reminded to submit outstanding ILC
data to finalize the report ahead of
SAC25.

Each Participating Country presented the
National Monitoring Plan 2025 and its
national monitoring priorities, challenges,
and innovations. 

Photo credits: all rights reserved to EANET.

Participants at the STM26

Field visit at The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) environmental data center 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCvemd
https://www.eanet.asia/resources/meeting-reports/
https://www.eanet.asia/activities/ilc/


The Working Group Meeting in 2025
(WG2025) on the EANET brought together
over 60 participants virtually, including
representatives from the 13 Participating
Countries, UNEP, ACAP, the Secretariat, and
the Network Center for the EANET, and
participants from other organizations
presenting proposals for cooperation with
EANET in 2026. The meeting mainly
focused on the future direction of the
network, including on the review of the
Second Draft Medium-Term Plan (MTP)
(2026–2030) and proposed Project
Activities for 2026.

Dr. Mushtaq Memon, Regional Coordinator
for Chemicals and Pollution Action, United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific,
highlighted the urgent need for stronger
regional cooperation on air pollution,
noting its growing recognition at global
forums. He stressed that the new MTP will
guide EANET’s future work and strengthen
its role in regional and international
initiatives.
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EANET Working Group Advances Medium-
Term Plan Development and Project
Proposals for 2026

Dr. Toshimasa Ohara, Director General of the
Asia Center for Air Pollution Research (ACAP),
pointed out East Asia’s serious challenges with
pollutants such as ozone and PM2.5. He
underlined EANET’s valuable two decades of
monitoring and called for the new MTP to also
address wider issues such as climate change
and nitrogen management.

A central focus of the meeting was the
consultation on the Second Draft Medium-
Term Plan (2026–2030). Participating
Countries welcomed the revisions made
following the June 2025 Working Group
Meeting on the First Draft of the MTP (2026-
2030), noting significant improvements.
Countries highlighted the importance of
leveraging new technologies while stressing
the need for resource mobilization strategies
to support the next MTP. The draft will undergo
further written consultations until September,
with the final version to be considered at the
upcoming Intergovernmental Meeting (IG27)
in November 2025.

14 AUGUST 2025 – BANGKOK, THAILAND

https://www.acap.asia/en/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-working-group-meeting-on-the-first-draft-of-the-mtp-2026-2030/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-working-group-meeting-on-the-first-draft-of-the-mtp-2026-2030/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-working-group-meeting-on-the-first-draft-of-the-mtp-2026-2030/
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Read the Meeting Report

Countries emphasized the need to
prioritize projects within the scope of the
EANET (based on its Annex to EANET
Instrument) and encouraged expanding
capacity-building initiatives.

All Project Plans and Concept Notes, with
modifications when relevant, will be
further considered at the upcoming
Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting
(SAC25) on the EANET held on 20-22
October in Vientiane, Lao PDR, before
being submitted for final consideration
and approval at the Twenty-seventh
Intergovernmental meeting on the EANET
(IG27) in November 2025 in Bangkok,
Thailand.

EANET representatives will meet again in
September during the Twenty-sixth
Senior Technical Manager’s Meeting
(STM26) in Manila, Philippines, followed
by the SAC25 and IG27. The IG27 will
review the Final Draft of the Medium-
Term Plan (2026–2030) supporting
EANET’s strengthened role in tackling air
pollution and advancing regional
cooperation in East Asia.

The meeting also reviewed nine draft Project
Plans and two Concept Notes for 2026. These
proposals cover diverse themes, including:
Proposed Project Plans (EPPs)

1.EPP 2026-01: Accumulation of atmospheric
nitrogen deposition data for sustainable
nitrogen management in existing EANET
monitoring sites

2.EPP 2026-02: Fellowship for building
leadership in Atmospheric Environment and
Air Quality Management in East Asia

3.EPP 2026-03: Collaboration of Technical
and Training (TNT) and capacity building
program for personnel of the Participating
Countries on monitoring

4.EPP 2026-04: Webinar for understanding of
influences by changing climate on air
quality over East Asia

5.EPP 2026-05: Capacity building webinar
workshop on application of satellite
observation for atmospheric environmental
management

6.EPP 2026-06: Methodological Study on
PM2.5 Source Identification and Capacity
Enhancement in EANET with Emphasis on
Southeast Asia

7.EPP 2026-07: Strengthening EANET Capacity
in Financing Strategies for Project Planning
and Advanced Methods for Monitoring of Air
Pollution and Emissions

8.EPP 2026-08: Driving Action through Data:
Development of the EANET Data Dashboard

9.EPP 2026-09: Enhancing Regional
Understanding of Black Carbon Pollution
through Integrated Monitoring Across EANET
Countries

Proposed Project Concept Notes (PCNs)
1.PCN 2026-01: Knowledge exchange and

capacity strengthening on sustainable
agricultural practices for clean air in
Mekong region

2.PCN 2026-02: Strengthening capacity on air
quality legislation: Capacity building
workshop on Law and Air Quality for EANET

Photo credits: Alocasia, aka Elephant’s Ear by Dawn McDonald (2021), all other photos: all rights reserved to EANET.

https://www.eanet.asia/resources/meeting-reports/
https://unsplash.com/photos/green-leaves-in-close-up-photography-NO--p2EkC6Y


Experts gathered during the EANET
Regional Awareness Workshop during
Clean Air Week 2025 to discuss how
innovative technologies, empowered
communities, and strengthened
governance frameworks will be critical
to tackling Asia’s air pollution crisis, in
Bangkok, Thailand, on 26 November
2025.

Co-organized by the EANET and the
United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), the session titled “Next-
Generation Air Quality Monitoring:
Technologies, Communities, and
Governance for Clean Air” convened
policymakers, scientists, civil society
leaders and technology innovators to
explore how air quality monitoring
systems can evolve to better protect
public health and the environment. The
session brought together over 100 in-
person participants (and around 50
online participants), with strong
representation from both women and
men across government, academia, civil
society, and the private sector.
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EANET Highlights the Future of Air Quality
Monitoring at Clean Air Week 2025

Air pollution remains the world’s leading
environmental health risk, with Asia bearing a
disproportionate share of its impacts.
Participants agreed that while reference-
grade monitoring stations remain essential,
their usage can be complemented by low-
cost sensors. Emerging tools, including low-
cost sensors, satellite observations, artificial
intelligence, numerical modelling and open-
source platforms, are transforming how air
quality data are generated, shared and used
for decision-making.

Opening the session, Ms. Siwaporn
Rungsiyanon of Thailand’s Pollution Control
Department, Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment, underscored the
importance of reliable, policy-relevant data
in driving effective air quality management.

The session was moderated by Ms. Yujeong
Kim, Senior Programme Management Officer
at UNEP and Ad Interim Coordinator,
Secretariat for the EANET, who highlighted the
need to better connect scientific innovation
with governance and public participation.

15 DECEMBER 2025 – BANGKOK, THAILAND

https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/clean-air-week
https://www.unep.org/
https://www.eanet.asia/next-generation-air-quality-monitoring-technologies-communities-and-governance-for-clean-air-join-us-on-november-26th/
https://www.eanet.asia/next-generation-air-quality-monitoring-technologies-communities-and-governance-for-clean-air-join-us-on-november-26th/
https://www.eanet.asia/next-generation-air-quality-monitoring-technologies-communities-and-governance-for-clean-air-join-us-on-november-26th/
https://www.eanet.asia/next-generation-air-quality-monitoring-technologies-communities-and-governance-for-clean-air-join-us-on-november-26th/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ambient-(outdoor)-air-quality-and-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ambient-(outdoor)-air-quality-and-health
https://www.pcd.go.th/?dmr=sbyua
https://www.pcd.go.th/?dmr=sbyua


A series of lightning presentations
illustrated how next-generation
monitoring approaches are being
applied across different contexts. Prof.
Gao Jian of the Chinese Research
Academy of Environmental Sciences
(CRAES) shared lessons from China’s air
quality management experience,
including applications relevant to urban
environments such as Bangkok. Mr.
Achim Haug of AirGradient
demonstrated how open-source,
hyperlocal monitoring toolkits can
complement official networks and
improve access to air quality
information.

Assoc. Prof. Sirima Panyametheekul from
Chulalongkorn University highlighted the
practical contributions of validated low-
cost sensors to air quality management
and policy implementation.

From a regional perspective, Dr. Meihua
Zhu of the Asia Center for Air Pollution
Research (ACAP), the Network Center
for the EANET, outlined EANET’s strategic
directions for 2026–2030, emphasizing
sustainability and regional cooperation.

Advanced scientific tools were also
featured, with Mr. Bertrand Bessagnet of
the French National Centre for Scientific
Research (CNRS) presenting innovations
in numerical air quality modelling
through the CHIMERE model.

The role of communities and civil society
was emphasized during the Workshop.
Mr. Nuttawut Teachatanawat of the
Clean Air Fund (CAF) shared insights
from the Breathe Bangkok Initiative,
demonstrating how community-led air
quality and health monitoring can
support data governance. Ms. Penchom
Saetang of EARTH highlighted the
significance of Thailand’s Pollution
Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) bill
in strengthening transparency, public
participation and the right to know.
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An interactive discussion explored how
innovative monitoring technologies can
be integrated into existing reference
networks, how trust in air quality data
can be built through legal and
institutional mechanisms, and how
regional platforms, including UNDP’s
Clean Air for Blue Sky Asia initiative,
presented by Prof. Heekwan Lee, from
Incheon National University, can
strengthen capacity across Asia.

Closing the session, Prof. Meng Fan, from
ACAP, emphasized that the future of air
quality monitoring lies in collaboration
between governments, researchers, and
communities, and invited for
collaboration with the EANET. By
combining cutting-edge science with
inclusive governance and citizen
engagement, next-generation
monitoring can become a powerful
driver for cleaner air and healthier lives
across the region.

Useful Resources
View the concept note and program
View the recordings on YouTube (coming soon)
View and download all the photos on Flickr
Download the speakers’ presentations

 Siwaporn Rungsiyanon
Achim Haug
Gao Jian
Prof. Sirima Panyametheekul(video presentation)
Meihua Zhu
Bertrand Bessagnet
Nuttawut Teachatanawat
Penchom Saetang
Heekwan Lee

Photo credits: all rights reserved to EANET.

https://www.craes.cn/en/
https://www.airgradient.com/
https://www.chula.ac.th/en/
https://www.acap.asia/en/
https://www.cnrs.fr/en/the-cnrs
https://www.lmd.polytechnique.fr/chimere/
https://www.cleanairfund.org/theme/climate/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18136789129&gbraid=0AAAAAo23RUeF3SQKLK9BTbkM6C3pfXV2k&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgb6N26LBkQMVyV4PAh3kjx8qEAAYASAAEgKlUfD_BwE
https://www.cleanairfund.org/news-item/bangkok-breathe-cities/
https://earththailand.org/en/
https://www.inu.ac.kr/inuengl/8509/subview.do
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Session-Plan-Next-Generation-AQM-EANET_rev18NOV.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcFU1NDA83T-ZOzo7aKikss8PhJYSgHds&si=e5XTWvb7HvO1jmaM
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCDYQ8
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/0.-Opening_Ms.-Siwaporn.jpg
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/0.-Opening_Ms.-Siwaporn.jpg
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2.-Mr.-Achim-Haug_AirGradient.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2.-Jian-GAO-CRAES.pdf
https://youtu.be/s8iPA6TKsU8?si=p8lEExPT2jtnH1qU
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/4.-Dr.-Meihua-Zhu_ACAP-and-Network-Center-for-the-EANET.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/5.-Mr.-Bertrand-Bessagnet_CNRS.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/6.-Mr.-Nuttawut-Teachatanawat_Clean-Air-Fund.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/7.-Penchom.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/7.Heekwan-Lee_INU_Korea.pdf


EANET joined the Second Northeast Asia Clean Air
Partnership (NEACAP) Science Policy Dialogue and
the NEACAP National Workshop on Air Quality
Management held on 23–24 September 2025 in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. The EANET Secretariat was
invited to moderate and speak during the events,
marking an important step in strengthening
collaboration between EANET and NEACAP. The
National Workshop also served as the EANET National
Awareness Workshop for Mongolia.

Organized back-to-back with the 28th Senior
Officials Meeting (SOM-28) of the North-East Asian
Subregional Programme for Environmental
Cooperation (NEASPEC), the Policy Dialogue
gathered policymakers, technical experts, and
regional organizations to discuss clean air
cooperation. During the meeting, the 2025 report
“NEACAP Policy Analysis Report: Successes and
Challenges in Addressing Air Pollution in North-East
Asia” was launched. The report highlighted persisting
challenges such as rising ground-level ozone, urban
and agricultural emissions, and the growing influence
of climate change on air quality.
The Dialogue also emphasized the need for
integrated approaches linking air quality and climate
change, which is a key focus area of the newly
adopted NEACAP Work Plan 2026–2030. National
experiences from China, Japan, Mongolia, the
Republic of Korea, and Russia showcased
opportunities for policy alignment and shared
learning.
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Strengthening Regional Collaboration on
Clean Air: EANET at NEACAP Policy Dialogue
and National Workshop in Mongolia

The National Workshop on 24 September
spotlighted Mongolia’s ongoing air quality
management initiatives. Dr. Tsatsral Batmunkh,
EANET National Focal Point and Director of the
Central Laboratory of Environment and
Metrology, NAMEM, underscored Mongolia’s
long-standing engagement with EANET and
the benefits of the Network’s QA/QC guidelines
in improving monitoring data quality.

Mongolia currently operates 19 monitoring
stations in Ulaanbaatar and 2 in Erdenet, with
new stations to be installed in 21 provinces with
support from the Republic of Korea in 2025.
Policy updates included a new National
Committee for Air Pollution Reduction (2024)
and a target to phase out solid fuels by 2040.
The government also plans amendments to
the Air Law and Air Pollution Charges Law,
alongside new investment mechanisms and
long-term pollution reduction plans.

30 SEPTEMBER 2025 – BANGKOK, THAILAND

EANET reaffirmed its readiness to support
Mongolia and regional partners through the
EANET Project Fund. Ongoing collaboration with
NEACAP to advance clean air across Northeast
Asia and beyond is also in line with efforts to
increase regional cooperation as part of the
development of the EANET’s next Medium-
Term Plan (2026-2030) to be considered for
approval at the 27th Intergovernmental
Meeting (IG27) on the EANET in November
2025 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Photo credits: Mongolia, Ulan Bator, building, and land (2019) by Snowscat ; other photos: all rights reserved to NEACAP.

https://www.eanet.asia/resource/the-27th-session-of-the-intergovernmental-meeting-on-the-eanet-27-28-november-2025/
https://www.neaspec.org/content/neacap-national-workshop-air-quality-management-mongolia-developments-and-prospects
https://www.neaspec.org/content/neacap-national-workshop-air-quality-management-mongolia-developments-and-prospects
https://www.neaspec.org/content/neaspec-28th-senior-officials-meeting
https://www.neaspec.org/content/neaspec-28th-senior-officials-meeting
https://neaspec.org/
https://www.neaspec.org/sites/default/files/NEACAP%20Policy%20Analysis%20Report_final.pdf
https://www.neaspec.org/sites/default/files/NEACAP%20Policy%20Analysis%20Report_final.pdf
https://www.neaspec.org/sites/default/files/NEACAP%20Policy%20Analysis%20Report_final.pdf
https://www.neaspec.org/sites/default/files/2025-08/Item%205%28a%29-Annex%20VI.%20%28Draft%29%20NEACAP%20Work%20Plan%202026-2030.pdf
https://namem.gov.mn/en
https://namem.gov.mn/en
https://unsplash.com/photos/red-and-white-houses-facing-body-of-water-9t_Bd3nSM-E


The World Health Organization (WHO) has
launched a series of Air Quality, Energy and
Health Science and Policy Summaries
(SPS) to support decision-makers by
presenting key insights from scientific
research. As part of this series,
Transboundary Cooperation for Our Shared
Air – Protecting Public Health has been
published, underscoring the urgent need for
regional and global collaboration to
combat air pollution and mapping key
organizations linked to air quality. The
technical brief recognizes the critical role of
networks such as EANET in advancing
scientific cooperation and improving air
quality management.

Air pollution remains one of the greatest
environmental health risks, linked to 6.4
million deaths globally each year. Its
impacts are not confined to national
borders, as pollutants travel across regions,
harming ecosystems, economies, and
public health far from their source. The
WHO brief stresses that regional
cooperation is essential to address this
challenge, citing examples of long-
standing agreements and networks
worldwide.
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EANET Highlighted in WHO Science-Policy Brief
on Transboundary Air Pollution

The WHO technical brief notes that
transboundary cooperation is vital to achieving
co-benefits for climate and health. By
providing reliable data, fostering dialogue
among governments, and facilitating technical
and financial cooperation, networks such as
EANET contribute to the momentum created by
recent global commitments, including the 2024
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA)
resolution 6/10 on Promoting regional
cooperation on air pollution globally.

While significant progress has been made in
certain regions, the technical brief emphasizes
that more can be done to broaden the scope
of existing collaborations, mobilize resources,
and build capacities worldwide. WHO calls for
stronger multisectoral action, particularly
engaging the health workforce in air pollution
control.

Read the Transboundary cooperation for our
shared air: protecting public health

Photo credits: boy in orange (2020) by Li Lin.
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https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/air-quality-energy-and-health/health-impacts/health-science-and-policy-summaries
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/air-quality-energy-and-health/health-impacts/health-science-and-policy-summaries
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/air-quality-energy-and-health/health-impacts/health-science-and-policy-summaries
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/air-quality-energy-and-health/health-impacts/health-science-and-policy-summaries
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/air-quality-energy-and-health/health-impacts/health-science-and-policy-summaries
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/379020
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/379020
https://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/unea6/outcomes
https://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/unea6/outcomes
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://unsplash.com/photos/boy-in-orange-tank-top-and-gray-denim-jeans-with-white-cap-6kPygwtF4N4
https://unsplash.com/photos/boy-in-orange-tank-top-and-gray-denim-jeans-with-white-cap-6kPygwtF4N4
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/381963/B09459-eng.pdf?sequence=1


Thematic discussions on Advancing the
“Africa Clean Air Programme” through
Africa-Asia Collaboration took place at
the Ninth Tokyo International Conference
on African Development (TICAD-9) in
Yokohama, Japan, on 21 August 2025.
Co-organized by the Ministry of the
Environment, Japan (MOEJ), the Climate
& Clean Air Coalition (CCAC), the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
and the Asia Pacific Clean Air
Partnership (APCAP), the event brought
together more than 80 participants,
including participants from Burkina Faso,
Japan, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda,
Senegal, South Africa, Thailand, Tunisia,
and Uganda, to foster Africa-Asia
collaboration on air quality solutions.

Opening remarks were delivered by Mr.
Kentaro Doi, Vice Minister of MOEJ, and
Dr. Peter Justice Dery of Ghana’s Ministry
of Environment, Science and Technology,
who highlighted Asia’s leadership in
tackling air pollution and potential for
cross-regional learning. 
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Africa and Asia United for Clean Air at the
Ninth Tokyo International Conference on
African Development

A first panel focused on the “Africa Clean Air
Programme”, with country spotlights from
Senegal and South Africa. Ms. Fatou Ndiaye,
from the Ministry of the Environment and
Sustainable Development, Senegal, shared
Senegal’s work on cross-sector
coordination for air quality, while Ms. Ricca
Marowe, from the Department of Forestry,
Fisheries and Environment, South Africa,
outlined South Africa’s progress in
strengthening national air quality
management services.

The second panel, “Asia to Africa,”
emphasized how Asia’s experience in air
quality management could support Africa’s
emerging frameworks. Contributions
included insights from Clean Air Asia on
cooperative action, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) on capacity
development, and Thailand’s Pollution
Control Department on lessons learned
from Thailand’s journey toward cleaner air,
including recommendations on the role of
low-cost air quality monitoring sensors to
supplement regulatory stations.

28 AUGUST 2025 – YOKOHAMA, JAPAN

https://www.unep.org/events/conference/advancing-africa-clean-air-programme-through-africa-asia-collaboration
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/advancing-africa-clean-air-programme-through-africa-asia-collaboration
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/advancing-africa-clean-air-programme-through-africa-asia-collaboration
https://www.env.go.jp/en/
https://www.ccacoalition.org/
https://www.unep.org/
https://cleanairweek.org/
https://mesti.gov.gh/
https://mesti.gov.gh/
https://www.ccacoalition.org/content/africa-clean-air-programme-acap
https://www.ccacoalition.org/content/africa-clean-air-programme-acap
https://www.dffe.gov.za/
https://www.dffe.gov.za/
https://cleanairasia.org/
https://www.jica.go.jp/english/
https://www.pcd.go.th/
https://www.pcd.go.th/
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Access EANET’s Air quality data

The third panel addressed broader
regional and global cooperation.
Speakers explored financing
mechanisms, leapfrogging opportunities
for pollution-free development, and
synergistic solutions linking air pollution
and climate change. The dialogue
emphasized South-South and Triangular
Cooperation, with Asia’s experience
offering support for African countries’
path forward and vice versa.

The event ended with a networking
reception, which convened over 60
participants, with delegations from Cabo
Verde, Egypt, Madagascar, Mozambique,
South Africa, and Uganda, engaging with
Japanese stakeholders and partners.

Mr. Kohei Muto of the Japanese
consulting firm Double Feather
Partners Inc. highlighted innovative
financing mechanisms for clean air
and sustainable mobility, bridging
environmental and economic goals.

Dr. Akie Yuba of the Asia Center for Air
Pollution Research, the Network Center
for the EANET, presented EANET and its
Hybrid Air Quality Monitoring Network
(HAQMN), which aims to combine
traditional reference sensors and low-
cost sensors (LCS) to enhance real-
time, accessible air quality data
across the region. The session also
underscored EANET’s 25 years of
experience in regional monitoring, data
sharing, and capacity building across
East Asia.

Participants noted that EANET’s proven
cooperative and standardized
framework could serve as a valuable
reference for the African Region as it
considers developing regional
mechanisms for air quality
management. The discussion
reinforced the importance of
international collaboration in
establishing robust monitoring
networks and promoting technology
transfer.

Photo credits: cover photo of Yamashita Park, 279 Yamashitachō, Naka Ward, Yokohama, Kanagawa, Japan, by
Yanhao Fang (2025); all other images, all rights reserved to MOEJ.

https://monitoring.eanet.asia/document/public/index
https://doublefeather.com/
https://doublefeather.com/
https://www.acap.asia/en/
https://www.acap.asia/en/
https://unsplash.com/photos/people-stroll-through-a-beautiful-lush-garden-2v3MlLv-X3M


The EANET Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOCs) Project Annual Meeting 2025
was successfully held from 15 to 17
October 2025 at the Kim Daejung
Convention Center in Gwangju, Republic
of Korea. The meeting brought together
25 participants from Cambodia, China,
Japan, Mongolia, the Philippines, the
Republic of Korea, Thailand, and Viet
Nam, and the United States, participating
both in person and online. The event was
organized by the Network Center for the
EANET in collaboration with the Korean
Society for Atmospheric Environment
(KOSAE).

The EANET VOCs Annual Meeting, held
from 15 to 16 October, provided a
platform for reviewing project
implementation, promoting EANET’s VOC
initiatives, and exchanging scientific
knowledge on emerging trends in VOC
emissions. 
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EANET VOCs Project Annual Meeting 2025
Strengthens Regional Cooperation on Air Quality

OCTOBER 2025 – GWANGJU, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Opening remarks by Dr. Toshimasa
Ohara, Director General of the Asia
Center for Air Pollution Research (ACAP),
and Prof. Gang-Woong Lee of Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies highlighted
the urgent need to strengthen VOC
monitoring across East Asia to support
regional air quality management.

Representatives from Mongolia, the
Philippines, Cambodia, and Viet Nam
presented progress achieved in 2025
and outlined their implementation plans
for 2026, as part of the EANET Project
Capacity Building in Promoting VOCs in
the EANET. Participants also discussed
next steps for the project. In addition, the
EANET Network Center introduced the
outline of a technical training guidance
for VOC monitoring, noting that a drafting
committee has been established and a
preparation schedule agreed.

http://kosae.or.kr/english/
https://www.acap.asia/en/
https://international.hufs.ac.kr/
https://international.hufs.ac.kr/
https://www.eanet.asia/promoting-vocs-related-capacity-building-in-the-eanet/
https://www.eanet.asia/promoting-vocs-related-capacity-building-in-the-eanet/
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Read the full summary of the event here.

EANET VOC Seminars 1 and 2, held from 16
to 17 October, focused on advanced
monitoring techniques, emission
inventories, modeling approaches, and
environmental impacts of VOCs, including
secondary organic aerosol formation. The
seminars also highlighted ongoing and
new international collaborative research
initiatives.

In closing, Dr. Meng Fan, Deputy Director-
General of ACAP and the EANET Network
Center, expressed sincere appreciation to
KOSAE for its strong cooperation in co-
organizing the meeting and thanked
participating countries, experts, and
partner institutions for their continued
engagement. He reaffirmed EANET’s
commitment to strengthening regional
collaboration on VOC monitoring and
research to improve air quality across East
Asia.

On 15 October, the KOSAE–ACAP Joint
International Symposia I and II
featured expert presentations on VOC
monitoring, source apportionment, and
management strategies in East Asia
and beyond. Speakers shared recent
findings from field campaigns,
laboratory studies, and policy-oriented
research, highlighting advances in
measurement techniques and the role
of VOCs in ozone and PM₂.₅ formation.

The KOSAE Conference Plenary Session
on 16 October offered a broader
perspective on VOC emissions and air
quality challenges. Presentations
addressed trends and future
projections of anthropogenic VOC
emissions in East Asia, difficulties in
achieving ozone standards, and recent
progress and remaining challenges in
national air quality improvement
efforts.

Photo credits: all rights reserved to EANET.

https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Summary_VOCs-Annual-Meeting-2025_rev.pdf
https://www.eanet.asia/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Summary_VOCs-Annual-Meeting-2025_rev.pdf


Four government officials and researchers
from China, the Philippines, Russia, and
Thailand completed an intensive, capacity-
building program on acid deposition and air
quality management. Co-organized by EANET
and the National Institute of Environmental
Research (NIER), Republic of Korea,  the
Technical and Training (TNT) and Capacity
Building Program aimed to strengthen
technical expertise among the EANET
Participating Countries.

The first part of the program took place in the
Republic of Korea from September 25 to
October 2, 2025. At NIER in Incheon,
participants were introduced to the institute’s
mission and work on environmental
protection and public health. Visits to key
institutions included Seoul National University
(SNU), the Jeju Island Air Quality Research
Center, the Ulsan National Institute of Science
and Technology (UNIST), the National Air
Emission Inventory Research Center (NAIR),
and the Environmental Satellite Center(ESC).
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Collaboration in Action: NIER and EANET Wrap Up
Session 2 of their 2025 Air Quality Training

“The part I found most engaging
was learning how NIER and NAIR
integrate satellite monitoring,
emission inventories, and national
policies to reduce PM
concentrations. I found it
interesting to see how advanced
technology is practically applied
to support evidence-based
policymaking.”
— A comment from a trainee

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2025 – REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND JAPAN

At SNU, trainees received instruction in
air filter sampling and analysis
techniques. During their visit to the
Jeju Center, they learned about the
history and role of the center, the air
quality monitoring network, data
management, equipment, and
emission inventory. 

https://research.unist.ac.kr/en/national-institute-of-environmental-research/
https://research.unist.ac.kr/en/national-institute-of-environmental-research/
https://www.eanet.asia/nier-tnt-eanet-capacity-building-program/
https://www.eanet.asia/nier-tnt-eanet-capacity-building-program/
https://www.eanet.asia/nier-and-eanet-wrap-up-session-1-of-the-2025-training-on-air-quality-management/
https://www.eanet.asia/nier-and-eanet-wrap-up-session-1-of-the-2025-training-on-air-quality-management/
https://www.eanet.asia/nier-and-eanet-wrap-up-session-1-of-the-2025-training-on-air-quality-management/
https://en.snu.ac.kr/
https://en.snu.ac.kr/
https://www.unist.ac.kr/
https://www.unist.ac.kr/
https://www.air.go.kr/en/
https://www.air.go.kr/en/


“I was particularly interested in the
advanced monitoring of both
particulate and gaseous pollutants.
Understanding how these
measurements can be applied to
identify pollution sources and track
air quality trends made this part of
the training very relevant and
engaging.”
— A comment from a trainee

“I didn’t know about GEMS and
Pandora before. The visit helped
me to learn about GEMS and
Pandora – satellite systems used
for air quality observation. This
helped me understand how
satellite data can support ground
monitoring.”
— A comment from a trainee

I found it most interesting to learn about
EANET and ACAP’s role in coordinating air
quality monitoring across participating
countries. The training highlighted how
the network enables countries to share
data, standardize methods, and
collaborate on addressing
transboundary air pollution. It was
interesting to see how regional
cooperation strengthens scientific
capacity and policy making in each
member country.”
— A comment from a trainee
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From October 6 to 10, 2025, the training
continued in Japan.
At the Asia Center for Air Pollution Research
(ACAP), participants engaged in various
studies covering topics such as
Atmospheric Deposition, Filter Pack and Wet
Deposition Monitoring, and Ion
Chromatography (IC). They attended
lectures on atmospheric deposition,
conducted EC and pH measurements for
wet samples, and maintained equipment
including rain samplers, PM2.5 analyzers,
and ozone calibrator. Additionally, they
performed IC measurements for both wet
and dry samples and carried out data
checks for reference and low-cost sensors.

At UNIST, the focus shifted to research on
air quality monitoring and satellite-
ground validation studies. At NAIR,
trainees learned how air emissions data
from various sources is compiled to
support environmental policy and
compliance. Finally, at ESC, they gained
insight into how GEMS satellite data
enhances real-time and regional air
quality monitoring, as well as data
integration techniques that combine
emissions, satellite observations, and
modeling.

https://www.acap.asia/en/
https://www.acap.asia/en/


“I plan to utilize the knowledge and
skills I gained from the NIER and ACAP
trainings by applying them directly to
my work in the operation and
maintenance of PM2.5 and wet
deposition samplers, as well as in Ion
Chromatography (IC) and mass
concentration analysis (if possible).
The training enhanced my
understanding of data quality
assurance, calibration, sensor
comparison, and the integration of
satellite and ground-based data. I
intend to apply these learnings in
improving the accuracy and reliability
of our air quality monitoring activities,
particularly in our EANET monitoring
sites, and to share this knowledge with
colleagues through technical
discussions and capacity-building
initiatives within our laboratory.”
— A comment from a trainee

“I was particularly interested in the
session on Low-Cost Sensor (LCS)
monitoring, as it was impressive to learn
how LCS technology can complement
conventional monitoring stations by
expanding spatial coverage and
providing more localized air quality data.
Additionally, the short lecture on
automatic monitor maintenance for
PM2.5 was highly insightful—it
emphasized the importance of proper
calibration, routine checks, and
maintenance to ensure data accuracy
and instrument reliability, which are vital
for continuous and dependable air
quality monitoring across participating
countries.”
— A comment from a trainee
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Photo credits: all rights reserved to EANET.

Find more about the EANET Project Fund.
View more photos on Flickr

The 2025 TNT and EANET Capacity
Building Program was approved as a
Project Activity at the Twenty-sixth Session
of the Intergovernmental Meeting on the
EANET in November 2024. It was co-
funded by the EANET Project Fund and the
Republic of Korea, representing a
continued commitment to regional
cooperation in environmental protection.

Feedback after the training indicated that all
participants found the program in both the
Republic of Korea and Japan to be extremely
valuable. It is anticipated that the knowledge
and experiences gained will be shared with
colleagues through seminars, lectures, or
study meetings in their home countries. This
sharing is expected to contribute to the
development of skills in air quality
management throughout the EANET region.

https://www.eanet.asia/project-fund-and-project-guideline/
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCiupi
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-sixth-session-of-the-intergovernmental-meeting-on-the-eanet/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-sixth-session-of-the-intergovernmental-meeting-on-the-eanet/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-sixth-session-of-the-intergovernmental-meeting-on-the-eanet/


A regional orientation session for the
Regional Capacity Building Programme
on Air Pollution Emissions Inventory kicked
off on 8 July 2025, drawing environmental
professionals from across the Asia-Pacific
region to discuss emission inventories,
data systems, and regional collaboration.
The session marks the launch of a multi-
phase capacity-building regional
programme aimed at strengthening
national air quality management and is
jointly organized by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), the
Asia-Pacific Clean Air Partnership
(APCAP), the Ministry of Environment of
the Republic of Korea, and the Asian
Institute of Technology (AIT), in
partnership with EANET.

The initiative is part of the Regional
Capacity Building Programme on Air
Pollution Emission Inventory for the Asia
Pacific Region, which seeks to strengthen
institutional capabilities and support the
development of more effective, evidence-
based air quality management tools
across the region.
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Measuring air pollutant emissions: EANET
strengthens capacity in developing national
emission inventories

UNEP, with support from the Ministry of
Environment of the Republic of Korea and in
partnership with AIT, is leading this initiative.
The programme offers a structured
curriculum combining theoretical learning,
case studies, practical assignments, group
work, interactive sessions, field-based
exercises, and site visits. Training will take
place from June to September 2025,
including online sessions in July and an in-
person component at the AIT campus in
Bangkok, Thailand, in September. More
details on the curriculum and selection
criteria are available in the programme’s
Concept Note.
This regional programme is generously
supported by the Ministry of Environment of
the Republic of Korea as part of EANET
Project Activity 2025-06, titled
“Development of methodology and
guidelines for national emission inventory
and capacity building program for
Southeast Asia.” This activity, approved at
the Twenty-Sixth Session of the EANET
Intergovernmental Meeting (IG26),
contributes significantly to EANET’s regional
collaboration and technical capacity-
building efforts.

30 JULY 2025 - BANGKOK, THAILAND

https://www.unep.org/regions/asia-and-pacific
https://www.unep.org/regions/asia-and-pacific
https://cleanairweek.org/about/
https://cleanairweek.org/about/
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/main.do
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/main.do
https://ait.ac.th/
https://ait.ac.th/
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/call-applications-regional-capacity-building-programme-air-pollution-emission
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/call-applications-regional-capacity-building-programme-air-pollution-emission
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/call-applications-regional-capacity-building-programme-air-pollution-emission
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/call-applications-regional-capacity-building-programme-air-pollution-emission
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QOGk4EOQyPLBcwFf3Q_V9XwSkrd5pVN0/view?pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QOGk4EOQyPLBcwFf3Q_V9XwSkrd5pVN0/view?pli=1
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-sixth-session-of-the-intergovernmental-meeting-on-the-eanet/
https://www.eanet.asia/the-twenty-sixth-session-of-the-intergovernmental-meeting-on-the-eanet/
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The orientation session welcomed 30
participants from across the Asia-
Pacific region, including representatives
from: Bangladesh, Cambodia, China,
India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Mongolia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, and Viet Nam.
Participants—many of whom are
actively engaged in EANET activities—
shared their backgrounds, goals, and
expectations. They expressed a strong
interest in learning new tools and
methodologies to support evidence-
based policymaking and improve
national emission inventory systems.

Ms. Ji Hyun Lee, Senior Programme
Management Officer at UNEP, delivered
the closing remarks. She encouraged
participants to stay actively engaged
and reiterated the importance of
sustained regional collaboration. She
also expressed appreciation to the
Ministry of Environment of the Republic
of Korea for their generous support.
This training series directly supports
EANET’s core mission to enhance
cooperation, harmonize air quality
data, and build capacity among
Participating Countries to address
atmospheric deposition and related air
pollution challenges.

In her opening remarks, Ms. Shin
Bong-Ju, Deputy Director of the Air
Quality Division at the Ministry of
Environment of the Republic of Korea,
emphasized the importance of
emission inventories as the
foundation for effective air quality
management. She shared the vision
behind the programme and
encouraged stronger cooperation
across borders to combat air
pollution.

The session featured a detailed
overview of the training programme,
presented by Ms. Kaye Patdu,
Programme Management Officer –
APCAP at UNEP, and Interim
Coordinator for EANET Secretariat,
and Dr. Ekbordin Winijkul, Associate
Professor at AIT. The programme
consists of three phases:

1.Orientation Session (completed
on 8 July 2025)

2.Online Training Workshops on 17,
24, and 31 July 2025

3. In-Person Workshop from 9–12
September 2025 at AIT in Pathum
Thani, Thailand.

The curriculum includes six modules,
beginning with an introduction to
emissions inventory, followed by data
collection and management. It then
covers sectoral emission estimation,
quality assurance and quality control
(QA/QC), and the use of tools for
inventory development. The final
module focuses on reporting and the
application of emission inventories in
policymaking.

Find more about the EANET Project Fund.

Photo credits: cover photo by Prasopchok (2024); all other photos: all rights reserved to AIT.

https://www.eanet.asia/project-fund-and-project-guideline/
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-tuk-tuk-driving-down-a-street-next-to-a-tree-J4SSlouxvH0
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AUGUST
Date TBD, online meeting
The Working Group Meeting in
2026 (WG2026) on the EANET 

SEPTEMBER
Date and venue TBD
The Twenty-seventh Senior
Technical Managers’ Meeting
(STM27) on the EANET

NOVEMBER
November (date TBD), Niigata, Japan
The Twenty-eighth Session of the
Intergovernmental Meeting (IG28)
on the EANET

OCTOBER 
Date and venue TBD
The Twenty-sixth Scientific Advisory
Committee (SAC26) meeting on the
EANET
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