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The Ninth Session of the Working Group 

on Future Development of EANET 

7-8 April 2010, Pathumthani, Thailand 

 

 

 

BRIEF ON NATIONAL PROCEDURES OF THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES 

AND MODALITIES OF THE SIGNATURE FOR THE INSTRUMENT 

OF EANET 

 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

 

1. The Tenth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG10) of Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network in East Asia (EANET) held in November 2008, decided to task the Working Group 

on Future Development of EANET (WGFD) to further develop the Instrument to Provide a 

Sound Basis for Contribution to EANET and to consider and suggest any procedures 

necessary to obtain the signature for the Instrument. 

 

2. The view was expressed at the IG10 that there are three options for concluding the said 

Instrument: the first is an Instrument without signature; the second is an Instrument with 

signature but without ratification; and the third is an Instrument with both signature and 

ratification procedures. The first option is essentially no different from the current status 

(with EANET’s status based on documents titled “Joint Announcement on the 

Implementation of the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) (JA)” 

and “Tentative Design of the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) 

(TD)”). Some countries indicated that the third option would be difficult to achieve; while 

other countries expressed the preference of an Instrument with signature, which could be 

easier for them to secure financial contributions from their governments for EANET.  

 

3. Thus, it was suggested at the IG10 that the second option, an Instrument with signature, may 

be a realistic option for the Instrument.  

 

4. The Eighth Session of the WGFD (WGFD8) had a discussion on the Explanatory Note for 

Obtaining the Signatures for the Instrument provided by the Secretariat aiming to provide a 

broad view and common practices regarding the signature and other related procedures for 

concluding international treaties including regional treaties; and to recommend necessary 

procedures to obtain the signature for the said Instrument. 

 

5. During the Eleventh Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG11) held in November 

2009, the Session finalized the revised draft text of the Instrument without any bracket for 

the purpose of national procedures “Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)” (Draft). Please refer to Annex 1 of this draft 

document.  
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II. PREVIOUS DISCUSSION ON THE NATIONAL PROCEDURES OF THE 

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES ON THE INSTRUMENT AND THE SIGNATURE 

OF THE INSTRUMENT  

 

6. At the WGFD8 it was clarified that should the IG decide the Instrument be non legally 

binding but with signature, it is suggested that:  

 

 The final negotiated Instrument shall contain signature pages with space allocated for all 

the representatives of the participating countries duly authorize by the competent 

authority.  

 

 Before the signing procedure takes place, the Instrument shall be formally adopted by 

the participating countries, e.g., through the IG decision according to the Rule of 

Procedure of EANET. If well prepared, the adoption session may be held at the same 

meeting immediately before the signing ceremony. 

 

 Recognizing that national procedures required to obtain signature for the Instrument 

could be different from country to country, participating countries shall closely consult 

with relevant competent authority on obtaining the signature.  

 

 In case that the representative of a country authorized to sign is not present at the 

meeting, the participating countries should agree at a certain period for such 

representative to sign the Instrument.  

 

7. At the IG11, there was also considerable discussion about the timetable and modality for 

signature of the Instrument. The following are possible modalities to be committed at the 

Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting to be held, this year:  

 

Option 1 - Sign at the High Level Segment in conjunction with the IG12 by all 

participating countries of EANET; 

 

Option 2 - Sign at the IG12 by some participating countries and others might sign 

before (pre-signing) or after the IG12; and 

 

Option 3 - Sign by all participating countries after the IG12. 

 

8. In accordance with the timetable for the signature and based on the suggestion at the IG11, 

the Secretariat sent the final draft text of the Instrument to the National Focal Points NFPs 

for the internal process for signature. The participating countries will inform the Secretariat 

on their views on the modality of signature by end of February 2010. Four participating 

countries (Japan, Malaysia, Russia and Thailand) sent their comments, attached as Annex 2, 

for discussions at the Ninth Session of the WGFD (WGFD9).  
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III. ACTIONS REQUIRED 

 

9. The WGFD9 may wish to deliberate and discuss the national procedures of the participating 

countries on the Instrument and the possible modalities on the signature of the Instrument, 

and forward their recommendations to the Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental 

Meeting (IG12).   
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Annex 1  

 

Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 

(EANET) 

(DRAFT) 

 

The Participating Countries to this Instrument, 

 

Recognizing that East Asia is facing the risks of problems related to acid deposition, 

 

Recalling that Agenda 21, adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development in 1992, stated that the experiences of the programs on transboundary air pollution 

in Europe and North America needed to be shared with other regions of the world, 

 

Acknowledging the successful operation of the preparatory-phase activities of the Acid 

Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET), which was undertaken by ten countries in 

East Asia from 1998 to 2000, following the common understanding expressed at the First Session 

of the Intergovernmental Meeting on 19-20 March 1998 in Yokohama, Japan,  

 

Recognizing that the EANET was established in January 2001 as an important initiative for 

regional cooperation, aiming at creating a common understanding on the state of acid deposition 

problems, at providing useful inputs to policy makers at various levels, and at contributing to 

cooperation on the issues related to acid deposition among the participating countries,  

 

Acknowledging that thirteen countries in East Asia are participating in the EANET and have been 

successfully working together to conduct acid deposition monitoring and to implement other 

activities for the EANET, based on the Joint Announcement on Implementation of the Acid 

Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (JA) adopted by the participating countries and 

Tentative Design of the EANET (TD) referred to in JA,  

    

Emphasizing that activities of the cooperative network on the acid deposition in East Asia under 

the EANET have been developed by taking a step-wise approach by the participating countries on 

a voluntary basis, 

 

Recognizing the need to promote cooperation for the monitoring of acid deposition in East Asia, 

 

Also recognizing that the Instrument should be simple, flexible, open for future development and 

be based on the JA, TD and other decisions of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG), 

 

Emphasizing the importance of appropriate financial arrangement for the sound operation of the 
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EANET with a view to sustaining the development of the EANET, strengthening the financial  

mechanism of the EANET and providing a sound basis for financial contribution to the EANET 

and enhancing capacity building of acid deposition monitoring for all the participating countries of 

the EANET,  

 

Noting the fact that the effective realization of the EANET activities since the commencement of 

the EANET activities has been supported by voluntary contributions of some participating 

countries, covering the activities of the EANET Secretariat and the core activities of the Network 

Center which annually consisted of about one million US dollars, and expressing great 

appreciation to the Governments of these countries, 

 

Noting that the participating countries of the EANET will be guided, in the implementation of this 

Instrument, by the principles that the use of financial contribution should produce effective 

outcomes, and that the related executive bodies should take necessary measures to improve 

efficiency of contribution,  

 

Determined to renew their willingness to continue the activities of the EANET as set out in the 

TD, 

 

Have agreed as follows: 

 

 

Item 1 

Definition 

“Acid deposition” in this Instrument means deposition of major acidifying species and related 

chemical substances. 

 

 

Item 2 

Objectives and Scope 

1. The objectives and scope of this Instrument are: 

a) to create a common understanding of the state of acid deposition problems in East Asia; 

b) to provide useful inputs for decision-making at local, national and regional levels aimed at 

preventing or reducing adverse impacts on the environment caused by acid deposition; and 

c) to contribute to cooperation on the issues related to acid deposition among the 

Participating Countries. 

2. The scope of this Instrument may be extended, as decided by the IG. 

 

 

Item 3 

Principles 

1. The Participating Countries will, in the spirit of solidarity and partnership and in accordance 
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with their respective needs, capabilities and situations, strengthen cooperation to monitor acid 

deposition. 

2. The Participating Countries will be encouraged to take appropriate measures to monitor acid 

deposition to minimize its adverse impacts, taking into account the precautionary principle.  

3. The Participating Countries will promote active participation, and bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation for effective implementation of the activities under this Instrument. 

 

 

Item 4 

Monitoring and Reporting 

1. The Participating Countries will implement and strengthen their monitoring activities in line 

with this Instrument. 

2. Each Participating Country will designate a national center, which is responsible for 

implementing the monitoring activities provided for in this Instrument. 

3. Each Participating Country will develop and implement its national monitoring plan. 

Monitoring of acid deposition will be implemented in accordance with the monitoring 

guidelines, technical manuals and other technical documents adopted by the IG.  

4. Each Participating Country will report the monitoring data and other relevant information to 

the Network Center (NC), in accordance with the guidelines adopted by the IG. 

5. In order to obtain high quality monitoring data, the quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) 

programs adopted by the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), will be implemented by the 

NC in full collaboration among the Participating Countries for monitoring activities under this 

Instrument. 

6. The monitoring data and other information submitted by the Participating Countries will be 

compiled, stored and analyzed by the NC. 

7. The data and other information compiled through the EANET activities will be provided to 

individuals, organizations and non-member countries, in accordance with the procedures 

adopted by the IG. 

 

 

Item 5 

Assessment 

1. The monitoring data and other information submitted by the Participating Countries will be 

analyzed, evaluated and assessed. 

2. Periodic assessment reports on the state of acid deposition in East Asia will be prepared based 

on the data reports, disseminated and made available to the public. 

 

 

Item 6 

Research Activities 

1. The Participating Countries will promote studies on scientific issues related to acid 

deposition.  
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2. Research activities should be mutually reinforcing and supportive with existing regional, sub-

regional and national initiatives in East Asia. Collaboration should be promoted with other 

international monitoring networks and programs. 

 

 

Item 7 

Education and Training 

The Participating Countries, in collaboration with the NC and the Secretariat, will promote and 

cooperate in developing and implementing education/training programs to implement this 

Instrument.  

 

 

Item 8 

Public Awareness 

The Participating Countries will promote and cooperate in: 

1) development and implementation of public awareness programs on acid deposition; and 

2) improvement of public access to information on acid deposition and its effects. 

 

 

Item 9 

Exchange of Information 

The Participating Countries will promote and cooperate in the exchange of information related to 

acid deposition including scientific, technological, technical, socio-economic and legal 

information as well as information on administrative measures,  

 

 

Item 10 

Intergovernmental Meeting 

1. The IG, composed of the representatives of all Participating Countries, is the decision-

making body of the EANET. The tasks of the IG include, among others, the following: 

a) review and approval of the work program and budget of the EANET;  

b) review of implementation of the work program; 

c) review and approval of periodic assessment reports on the state of acid deposition in East 

Asia; 

d) establishment of subsidiary bodies as necessary and appropriate; 

e) review and approval of scientific, technical, administrative and financial matters 

including financial reports for the management of the EANET and the scope of 

administrative and operation costs of the Secretariat and the NC for their respective 

EANET activities; 

f) provision of necessary instructions and guidance to the Secretariat and the NC based on 

the audit reports provided by independent auditing agencies; 

g) adoption of the rules of procedures for the IG and subsidiary bodies, including the SAC; 
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h) provision of necessary instructions and guidance to the subsidiary bodies, the Secretariat 

and the NC on their activities; and 

i) decision on other matters related to the management of the EANET and implementation 

of the work program. 

2. The IG will meet annually, unless otherwise decided. 

 

 

Item 11 

Secretariat 

1. The Secretariat, for the effective management of the EANET and to facilitate cooperation 

among the Participating Countries in a transparent manner, will carry out the following tasks 

under the guidance of the IG:  

a) necessary administrative arrangements for the meetings of the IG, the SAC, and other 

subsidiary bodies; 

b) necessary administrative and financial arrangements for managing the EANET; 

c) communication and cooperation in administrative and policy aspects as the focal point of 

the EANET; 

d) promotion of capacity building and public awareness in cooperation with the NC; and 

e) other necessary tasks as requested by the IG.  

2. The entity currently serving as the Secretariat for EANET is designated as the Secretariat, 

unless otherwise decided by the IG. 

 

 

Item 12 

Scientific Advisory Committee 

1. The SAC, composed of scientific and technical experts from the Participating Countries, will 

advise and assist the IG with various scientific and technical matters related to the EANET 

activities as mandated to it by the IG. These matters will include the following: 

a) scientific and technical aspects for the EANET; 

b) development and revision of the monitoring guidelines and technical manuals; 

c) matters related to the selection of monitoring sites, QA/QC programs, data reporting 

procedures and formats; 

d) matters related to collection, evaluation, assessment and analysis of monitoring data; 

e) preparation of periodic assessment reports on the state of acid deposition in East Asia, 

based on, but not limited to the data compiled by the NC; 

f) matters related to studies on acid deposition; and 

g) other scientific matters as requested by the IG. 

2. If the Committee considers it necessary for fulfilling its objectives, experts from countries 

other than the Participating Countries may be invited to assist the Committee. 
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Item 13 

Network Center 

1. The NC, to handle scientific and technical matters of the EANET activities and to facilitate 

cooperation among the Participating Countries in a transparent manner, will carry out the 

following tasks under the guidance of the IG: 

a) central compilation, evaluation, storage and analysis of monitoring data and related 

information; 

b) preparation of data reports on acid deposition in East Asia; 

c) dissemination of monitoring data and other relevant information; 

d) provision of technical assistance to the Participating Countries in implementing the 

EANET activities; 

e) implementation and coordination of QA/QC activities; 

f) development and implementation of education/training programs for those engaged in the 

EANET activities; 

g) implementation of research activities on acid deposition; 

h) provision of scientific and technical support for the IG, the SAC and other subsidiary 

bodies; 

i) promotion of capacity building and public awareness in cooperation with the Secretariat; 

and 

j) other tasks as requested by the IG. 

2. The entity currently serving as the NC for EANET is designated as the NC, unless otherwise 

decided by the IG. 

3. Other entities could be designated as Network Centers for EANET by the decision of the IG, 

as the need arises. 

  

 

Item 14 

Financial Arrangement 

1. The administrative and operational cost of the national monitoring activities within each 

country will be borne by each country as contribution to the EANET. 

2. The administrative and operational costs of the Secretariat and the NC for their respective 

EANET activities will be financed by voluntary contributions from the Participating 

Countries.  

3. Participating Countries are encouraged to make voluntary financial contributions, taking into 

account their economic and financial circumstances, in accordance with the respective 

national laws and regulations and within the limit of their respective budgetary 

appropriations. The Participating Countries may provide additional financial and in-kind 

contributions on a voluntary basis.  

4. The Participating Countries are invited to draw attention to the estimated financial amount in 

order to implement the activities under this Instrument, and to the burden sharing practices in 

the United Nations system. 

5. Procedures and guidelines for the transfer of financial contributions will be developed and 

adopted by the IG. The financial contributions and the interest from financial contributions 
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will be administered by the Secretariat under the guidance of the IG.  

6. EANET will be open to financial and in-kind contributions from other sources including   

international and regional organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 

subject to the approval of the IG for the implementation of the EANET activities. 

7. The annual financial reports, and annual audit reports prepared by independent audit agencies 

will be submitted to the IG by the Secretariat and the NC for their respective EANET 

activities. 

 

 

Item 15 

Revisions or Modifications 

1. Any revisions or modifications to any part of this Instrument may be proposed in writing by 

any Participating Country to be considered and adopted by the IG in consensus. 

2. Subject to the official written consent by all Participating Countries, the revision or 

modification adopted by the IG will form part of this Instrument. 

 

 

Item 16 

End of Participation 

A Participating Country may cease its participation in the EANET at any time by giving official 

written notice of such intention to the Secretariat. 

 

 

Item 17 

Participation of Other Countries 

Countries in East Asia, which includes Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia, not participating in the 

EANET, may subsequently submit to the Secretariat an application for participation, which is 

subject to approval by the IG. 

 

 

 

In accordance with the laws and regulations of the respective Participating Countries, this 

Instrument is signed by the designated or authorized representatives hereunder: 

 

Signature    

Title 

Government Organization 

Country  

Date 
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Annex 2  

 

 

COMMENTS AND VIEWS OF THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES 

ON THE MODALITY OF THE SIGNATURE 

 

 

 

Japan’s View on the Modality for the Signature of the Instrument of EANET 

 

The government of Japan would like to present the following comments on the modality for the 

signature of “Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 

(EANET).” 

 

1. The government of Japan has been considering hosting the Twelfth Session of the 

Intergovernmental Meeting (IG12), as it announced at the Eleventh Session of the 

Intergovernmental Meeting (IG11). Specifically, the possible date and venue under 

consideration are the week of November 22nd and at Niigata City, Japan, respectively. 

 

2. Japan regards the “option 1”, to arrange a signing ceremony at the High Level Segment by 

all participating countries, as the most desirable among the three options listed in the “B” 

section of “Annex2” taking into account that a High Level Segment will be held in 

conjunction with the IG12.  

 

Regarding the level of signatories, although this is a matter to be decided by each country in 

accordance with the laws and regulations of the respective countries, we think that various 

possibilities should be considered including an option that an appropriate representative of 

foreign embassies in Japan may sign because it would be an ideal situation that signatories 

of all countries can join to sign, if possible. 

 

3. However, assuming the possibility that some signatories may not be able to participate in the 

High Level Segment of IG12, the “option 2” (signatories not able to participate in the 

meeting, who sign before or after the IG12) should not be eliminated. In addition, regarding 

the schedule of signatures by the representatives of such courtiers, we think that it is 

desirable to share the information of schedule among participating countries preliminarily 

(in advance of the signing ceremony of the IG12 if possible). 
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Malaysia 

 

For your information, before the Ministry can proceed on any proposal, it is the procedure for this 

matter to be brought to the cabinet for approval. 

 

Since we receive the proposal at the end of January and the process of getting approval from the 

cabinet will take some time, taking into consideration also the need to go through the process of 

consultation with the respective agencies, we may not be able to provide our views according to the 

date requested. 

 

However, we prefer option 3 as the modality of signature for the EANET Instrument.  

Thank you. 

 

Rgds, 

 

Wan Izar Haizan Wan Rosely  

Principal Assistant Secretary 

Environmental Conservation Division  

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Malaysia  

Tel: +60-3-8886-1128 

Fax: +60-3-8888-4473 

Email: wanizar@nre.gov.my 

 

 

Russia’s comments   

 

After the IG11, the Russian NFP makes all necessary (and possible) efforts to perform the 

reconciliation of the Instrument among the relevant organization at the national level and to ensure 

signing.  

 

Among the modalities on signature Russian NFP prefers to choose the Option 1 – to sign at the High 

Level Segment in conjunction with the IG12 by all participating countries of EANET. 

  

However, the possible extension of the period for the national procedures (on adoption of the 

international agreements which is stated and described in Russian laws) could be possible owing to 

circumstances over which we have no control. In such case we shall inform you with the state of the 

process.  

  

On behalf of Russian NFP 

  

Dr. Veronika Ginzburg, 

IGCE, Russia 

 

mailto:wanizar@nre.gov.my
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Thailand’s comments 

 

 


