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The Tenth Session of the Working Group 

on Future Development of EANET 

19-20 July 2011, Pathumthani, Thailand 

 

 

REPORT ON EXPANSION OF THE SCOPE OF EANET AND POSSIBLE 

IMPACTS OF THE ADOPTION AND OPERATION OF THE INSTRUMENT 

FOR STRENGTHENING THE EANET 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The objectives of the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) were 

decided in paragraph 1 of the “Joint announcement of the Implementation of the EANET 

(EANET/IG 2/5/2 rev.)” (JA), adopted at the Second Session of the Intergovernmental 

Meeting (IG2) held in October 2000. Activities of EANET were decided in the paragraph 3 

of the Tentative Design of the EANET (EANET/IG 2/5/3) (TD) which is a relevant 

document of the JA. 

 

2. As a result of the discussion at the IG2, it was decided that future EANET activities be 

discussed. The paragraph 6 of the JA stated that “The participating countries will discuss 

future EANET activities in order to contribute to the development of international 

cooperative efforts for preventing or reducing adverse environmental impacts of acid 

deposition.” 

 

3. In line with the paragraph 6 of the JA and so on, future development of EANET was 

discussed at the Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG5) held in November 

2003 and Eleventh Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG11) held in November 

2009. The discussions included the “Expansion of the scope of EANET”. 

 

4. Based on the request from the participating countries, 4-5 year medium term plan of 

EANET was discussed in 2004-2006, and the plan was finally adopted at the Eighth Session 

of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG8) held in November 2006 titled “Strategy on EANET 

Development (2006-2010)”. It included the research and capacity building activities 

relevant to the emission inventories and modeling. The plan after 2011 was adopted at the 

Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG12) held in November 2010 as the 

“Medium Term Plan for EANET (2011-2015)”. It also includes these activities. 

 

5. In accordance with the Niigata Decision (Decision 1/IG.7) adopted at the Seventh Session of 

the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG7) held in November 2005, discussion on an appropriate 

instrument and its legal status to provide a sound basis for financial contribution to EANET 

was implemented in 2006-2010. It was finally adopted at the IG12 based on the agreement 

made at the IG11 in 2009. 
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6. In order to develop the Instrument for Strengthening EANET, long time discussion was 

carried out in 2006-2010. One of the main themes of the discussion was “Scope of the new 

Instrument” as well as the legal status, financial arrangement and so on. Some countries 

prefer only present monitoring activities; on the other hand some other countries prefer 

wider scope including regional air pollution and mitigation of the air pollutants, etc. Finally 

“Item 4 Objectives and Scope” of the Instrument stated that “The scope of this Instrument 

may be extended, as decided by the IG”. 

 

7. In accordance with the adoption of the Instrument at the IG12, “Discussion on the issues of 

expansion of the scope of EANET” was included as one of the tasks in the Terms of 

Reference (TOR) of the Working Group on Future Development of EANET (WGFD) in 

2011-2012. 

 

8. Based on the adoption of the Instrument for Strengthening the EANET, the IG12 requested 

WGFD to discuss the possible implications of the adoption and operation of the Instrument. 

 

 

II. EXPANSION OF THE SCOPE OF EANET 

 

(1) Expansion of monitoring site and accuracy of monitoring data 

 

9. At the IG11 held in November 2009, there was an issue of the Second Report on Future 

Development of EANET (EANET/IG 11/5/1) which included the expansion of EANET 

activities. It recommended to expand the monitoring sites including ozone and particulate 

matter (PM) in the area and emphasized importance of the accuracy of the monitoring data 

in EANET participating countries. The quality assurance and quality control (QA/QC) 

activities are critical parts of monitoring in order to ensure the reliability of data. Through 

continuous efforts for promotion of QA/QC, the overall quality of EANET datasets has to 

be improved over time. QA/QC activities need to be expanded at the national level, 

including preparation of standard operating procedures (SOPs) and audits of sites and 

laboratories. 

 

(2) Expansion of scope of activities 

 

10. Several scientific studies show that air pollutant concentrations in East Asian region have 

already exceeded those of Europe and North America since the end of the last century. It 

may cause transboundary air pollution and/or hemispheric transport of air pollution and 

affects air pollution in other regions. Taking this current serious situation in East Asia into 

account and to ensure flexibility and openness for future development of EANET, 

participating countries may wish to consider to discuss a broader scope including other 

regional air pollutants. 
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11. However considering the discussion before the adoption of the “Instrument for 

Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)”, it may be 

rather difficult to make an agreement for expansion of the scope of activities and monitoring 

components immediately. Stepwise approach should be considered again for EANET as one 

of the principles. In this regards, as one of the initial steps, it’s better to promote scientific 

review on regional air pollution including ozone and PM within the present scope.  

 

12. Based on the scientific review mentioned above, if we could reach to common 

understanding on the situation of regional air pollution in East Asia among the participating 

countries, it might be able to start again to discuss the expansion of the scope of EANET, 

such as inclusion of air quality, mitigation of air pollutants or prevention of air pollution as a 

next step.  

 

13. Although studies on modeling and emission inventory were already included in the EANET 

research activities, further development on modeling and emission inventory is also 

essential to move on to the next step for better assessment of regional acid deposition and 

air pollution. 

 

14. Furthermore, since interaction between air pollution and climate change is now getting an 

important subject, which may lead to a policy of co-benefit and co-control approaches to 

alleviate them simultaneously, this issue also should be considered in the future as a 

direction of an expansion of the scope. 

 

15. Based on the discussion at the Tenth Session of the WGFD (WGFD10), detailed review plan 

will be discussed at the Sessions of the Task Force on Research Coordination (TF/RC) and 

the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC). 

 

 

III. POSSIBLE IMPACTS OF THE ADOPTION AND OPERATION OF THE 

INSTRUMENT FOR STRENGTHENING THE EANET 

 

16. The IG12 adopted the Decision 1/IG12, wherein it adopts the “Instrument for Strengthening 

the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)” and decides on the 

operational date of the Instrument. 

 

17. Considerably, the Instrument was one of the most significant achievements of EANET. 

Seven out of thirteen participating countries signed the Instrument during the High Level 

Segment of the IG12, i.e. Cambodia, Japan, Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines, Republic of 

Korea, and Thailand. 

 

18. It was urged during the IG12 that other participating countries shall also sign the Instrument 

as soon as possible considering the ownership of the countries on EANET. 
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19. The government of Vietnam and China signed the Instrument for EANET in May and June 

2011, respectively. To date, there are nine countries already signed the Instrument. 

 

20. The adoption of the Instrument would mark a milestone for cooperation and would ensure 

the long-term of EANET. The long-term and stable engagements of governments are 

essential to address the main objectives and goals of the network. 

 

21. In addition, the signing and adoption of the Instrument would make EANET more 

transparent and will strengthen the reporting requirements and system in terms of the 

progress and financial aspects of EANET.   

 

22. More importantly, the financial contributions to EANET will be more secured considering 

the signature of the high officials of the participating countries.  

 

23. The fact that the Instrument was already adopted in 2010, it is greatly expected that 

provisions in the Instrument will be consistently followed by the participating countries, 

with particular emphasis to the following items and specific provisions,  among others: 

 

Item 4: Monitoring and Reporting  

Item 5: Assessment 

Item 6: Research Activities 

Item 7: Education and Training  

Item 8: Public Awareness 

Item 9: Exchange of Information 

Item 14: Financial Arrangement  

 

24. Of particular concern, the impacts of the adoption of the Instrument will be to the benefit 

not only of the EANET countries but also to the region at large and to the global 

environment.   

 

Recommendations on the issue of voluntary contributions after the signature of the 

Instrument 

 

25. The Secretariat and the Network Center proposed for the flat rate amount of contributions 

for a period of three years (2011-2013), “Estimated Workload and Cost Necessary for the 

Secretariat and the Network Center (EANET/IG 12/5, rev1, Annex 3 (Reference))”. It is 

expected that there will be important changes after the Instrument for Strengthening the 

Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) is operational so the budget for 

2012-13 is indicative and likely to change based on discussions at the IG13. 

 

26. The WGFD10 may discuss and submit the following recommendations to IG13, as 

appropriate for its proper guidance: 
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a. Countries that are not yet making contributions, especially those that have already 

signed the Instrument are encouraged to make voluntary contributions to EANET 

starting 2012. 

 

b. Ceiling of increase on contributions will be discussed and developed, as appropriate, as 

soon as possible considering the economic and financial circumstances of the countries. 

 

c. Further recommendations will be developed on voluntary contributions of the 

participating countries before 2014. 

 

 

IV. NATURE OF INVOLVEMENT OF THE COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NOT SIGNED 

THE INSTRUMENT 

 

27. Any regional initiative aimed at cleaning the air will benefit the countries, particularly if all 

participating countries would sign the agreement. The Convention on Long-range 

Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP) and its eight associated Protocols provide a useful 

example of science-based instruments. While being valid for Europe, including the Russian 

Federation, Central Asia and the United States and Canada, it is of relevance to all other 

regions of the world.   

 

28. The successful development of the EANET Instrument until its final adoption testifies to the 

progress of EANET over the years. The signing of the 9 countries (to date), has witnessed 

the cooperative spirit and determination to move forward for protecting the ecosystems as a 

whole.  

 

29. The DECISION 1/IG.12 for the Instrument For Strengthening Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network In East Asia (EANET) has stipulated the following decisions: 

- Decides that the Instrument will become operational on the date on which all 

participating countries have signed it, or on 1
st
 January 2012, whichever is earlier; 

- Encourages participating countries that will not be able to sign the Instrument by the 

specified date to communicate in writing with the EANET Secretariat before IG13 

expressing their willingness to continue their EANET activities; and 

- Decides that IG13 will consider the nature of involvement of the countries that are 

unable to sign by the specified date. 

 

Recommendations 

 

30. The different degree of envisaged national priorities, rules and procedures likely hinders the 

signing of the Instrument for some countries, by certain dates. It is in this sense that the 

WGFD10 may wish to discuss the nature of involvement of the countries that are unable to 

sign the Instrument by specified date, for submission to IG13 for its further guidance. Some 

considerations/recommendations are as follows: 
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a. Participating countries that would not sign the Instrument by the specified deadline are 

requested to continuously make effort and provide the period of timing of signature not 

later than (propose a date/period). 

b. Some plans, benefits, moratorium, etc., including possible assistance for expedition of 

the signature, will be discussed by the WGFD, so that the WGFD could submit 

recommendations to IG; and 

c. Other options could also be discussed by the WGFD, for the IG to take necessary step 

/action/guidance. 

  

 


