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The Eighth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting 

on Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 

29-30 November 2006, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 

Report on Revision of Procedures and Guidelines for Contribution to Propose 

Appropriate Mechanism on Voluntary Contributions for EANET 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 

1. The Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG5) held in Pattaya, 

Thailand in 2003 reached consensus on the Decision on the Further Financial 

Arrangement for EANET. The Decision I/IG5 stated, “Decides that the 

participating countries of EANET should make effort, on a voluntary basis, to 

make financial contributions to NC and the Secretariat budget up to 2004. Taking 

into account the latest actual expenditure figures, countries will then make effort 

on a voluntary basis to contribute to the budget to be directly spent by the 

Secretariat using fully the latest UN assessment scale-based burden sharing as the 

first step. After three years, the performance and transparency of the Network 

should be reviewed to explore the possibility of strengthening and extending the 

burden sharing. The possibility of introducing minimum contribution amount from 

the participating countries should also be explored.” (Please refer to Annex 1). 

 

2. The Seventh Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG7) suggested 

considering an appropriate mechanism to decide the amount of voluntary financial 

contributions from participating countries. In response to the request of the IG7, 

the Secretariat prepared this report with discussion on mechanisms for providing 

voluntary contributions to EANET. 

 

 

II.  Previous Discussions   

 

3. According to the Report of the Session of the Sixth Session of the 

Intergovernmental Meeting (IG6) it was pointed out that the burden sharing 

should be based on two years ago latest actual expenditures and based on UN 

assessment scale.  

 

4. However, several countries mentioned at the First Special Session of the Working 

Group on Future Development of EANET (WGFD-S1) held in November 2005 in 

Niigata, Japan that when seeking contributions for EANET from their 

governments, they need more advanced notice of the target amounts. It was thus 

recommended to use the figures from three years previous as the base year budget 

instead of two (e.g., the base year for 2006 should be 2003, not 2004). 
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5. Based on the suggestion from IG7 and in view of the above, EANET need to 

decide a system or appropriate mechanism for voluntary contribution starting the 

year 2008. 

 

6. As already reported to IG7 through the “Report on the Review of the Performance 

of the Secretariat and the Network Center (EANET/IG 7/12), etc., the Network 

Center (NC) has made numerous efforts to ensure transparency and efficiency of 

its work since the start of the preparatory phase activities of EANET. The 

possibility of extending the burden sharing to NC core budget should be explored 

through the discussions at WGFD and IG as envisaged by Decision I/IG5 with the 

goal to start receiving mentioned contributions from participating countries from 

2008 budget.  

 

7. The man-power (Man/months) of NC activities was decreased from 71.8 to 63.5 

within 2003-2005 in line with “A Memorandum on More Efficient and 

Transparent Activities of the Network Center (Annex 3 of EANET/IG 5/6)”. The 

core budget to be spent for indispensable activities of EANET was maintained 

stable and reported to WGFD for the period 2003-2005 together with the 

expenditures. However, some changes may need to be taken when Five-Year MTP 

will be approved by the next IG.. The preliminary estimation of workload and cost 

for NC in 2006-2010 were provided to WGFD3 by NC, following the guidance of 

IG7 as one of the additional documents related to the Five-Year MTP. 

 

III.  Proposal for possible mechanism on voluntary financial contributions 

 

 

8. The IG6 decided for contributions based on two years ago expenditures. Later, it 

was decided in IG7 that contributions will be based on three years ago 

expenditures. As experienced by the Secretariat, there are problems encountered 

during the disbursements of funds for the year 2005 when the contributions were 

based using the actual expenditures of three years ago because of the fluctuation, 

change in condition and the venue of the meetings, etc. 

 

9. During the Third Session of the Working Group on Future Development of 

EANET (WGFD3), participating countries suggested that effort should be 

continued to narrow the gaps between budgets and actual expenditures. The 

Secretariat continue to narrow the gaps between the budget and actual 

expenditures. 

 

10. The expenditures of NC core budget for the past years could be chosen for 

consideration of burden sharing by the participating countries. The contributions 

to NC core budget could be submitted through the EANET Secretariat to NC.  
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Possible option for consideration - flat amounts for contribution for certain 

period (3-5 years). 

 

 

11. Flat amounts for consecutive period, 3-5 years prepared may be considered as a 

good option for participating countries to make negotiations with their financial 

authorities easier. It may be proposed that IG9 in 2007 will approve the budget for 

the years 2008 to 2010. The Five-Year MTP will provide good basis for estimating 

the total amount of budget for both the Secretariat and NC (core budget) for the 

period of 2008-2010. Flat amount contribution for 2008-2010 for respective 

participating countries could be decided by using UN assessment scale-based 

burden sharing to the yearly average amount. With this arrangement, the 

participating countries may be able to negotiate their fixed, flat amount of 

contribution for 2008-2010 in advance. In the future, five-year flat amount of 

contribution could be decided, based on the future Medium –Term Plan possibly 

for five years. 

 

12. The same deal could be made for the budget of NC, once it is decided to include 

the NC core budget into the burden sharing principle. The expenditures of NC 

core budget for the past 3 years could provide an idea on the size of possible 

budget.  

 

13. During the Second Special Session of the Working Group on Future Development 

of EANET (WGFD-S2) in August 2006, while appreciating the the proposal on 

the flat rate contributions, the Secretariat and NC were requested to revise the 

Report on Revised Procedures and Guidelines for Contribution to EANET to 

include specific figures on flat amount contribution by each participating country 

for the Secretariat budget as well as the core budget of NC based on the UN 

assessment scale burden sharing. The figures for the year 2008-2010 contributions 

of the participating countries for Secretariat and NC are presented in Annex 2, 

Table 1 and Table 2 of this report, respectively.   
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Annex 1 

 

EANET/IG 5/10 

 

DECISION 1/IG. 5 

 

FURTHER FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT FOR EANET 

 

 

Recognizing the importance of long-term, secured financial arrangement for the EANET 

activities, 

 

Recalling the agreements reached at the Second Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting 

through Decisions 1 to 6 for the regular phase of EANET, 

 

Taking into account the discussions at the sessions of the Intergovernmental Meeting as well 

as the Working Group on Further Financial Arrangement for EANET, 

 

Considering that in some countries the negotiations on the new financial arrangement with 

national financial bodies require legal status of official international document, 

 

 

 The Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting on the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET), on 27-28 November 2003 in Pattaya, Thailand, 

 

1. Confirms the principles that were agreed on at the Second Session of the 

Intergovernmental Meeting should remain the basic policy of the EANET activities, at 

least in the initial stage of the regular phase. 

 

2. Takes note that the following three principles for further financial 

arrangements. 

 

(i) Financial contribution should be on a voluntary basis, at least for the initial 

stage of the regular phase. In other words, a burden sharing principle is not 

mandatory unless otherwise decided. 

(ii) Step-wise approach should be taken for financial contribution by the 

participating countries. 

(iii) Effort should also be continued to further improve transparency and efficiency 

of the Network.  
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EANET/IG 5/10 

 

 

3. Decides that the participating countries of EANET should make effort, on a 

voluntary basis, to make financial contributions to NC and the Secretariat budget up 

to 2004.  Taking into account the latest actual expenditure figures, countries will then 

make effort on a voluntary basis to contribute to the budget to be directly spent by the 

Secretariat using fully the latest UN assessment scale-based burden sharing as the first 

step.  After three years, the performance and transparency of the Network should be 

reviewed to explore the possibility of strengthening and extending the burden sharing.  

The possibility of introducing minimum contribution amount from the participating 

countries should also be explored. 

 

4. Also decides the following items. 

 

(i) The forms of contribution, in-kind or in cash, may be chosen by the 

participating countries, taking into account the needs and efficiency of the 

EANET activities. 

(ii) A newly participating country should be able to enjoy three-years grace period 

for burden sharing. 

(iii) Although a burden sharing principle is a desirable target in the future, it may 

not be possible to apply immediately. Transitional measures can be applied to 

some countries to reduce their immediate burden, such as bearing their own 

traveling expenses to participate in the EANET meetings. 

 

5. Applies the new financial arrangement in paragraph 3 and 4 above from 

2005 budget.  

 

6. Decides to review the possibility of developing an international agreement to 

provide a sound basis for financial contribution. 
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                Annex 2 

 

Table 1- Estimated Contribution of the Participating Countries for 2008-2010 for 

the Secretariat Cost (flat rate amount in 3 years) 

 

Country 

UN scale of 

assessment 

2004-2006 (%) 

Scale of EANET 

burden sharing 

(%) 

Estimated flat rate 

contribution (US $), 

(2008-2010) * 

Cambodia  
0.002 0.008 34.72 

China  2.053 8.179 35,496.86 

Indonesia  
0.142 0.566 2,456.44 

Japan  19.468 77.56 336,610.4 +173.6** 

Lao PDR  
0.001 0.004 17.36 

Malaysia  0.203 0.809 3,511.06 

Mongolia  0.001 0.004 17.36 

Myanmar  
0.01 0.04 (173.6)** 

Philippines  
0.095 0.378 1,640.52 

Republic of Korea  
 1.796 7.155 31,052.7 

Russia  1.1 4.382 19,017.88 

Thailand    0.209 0.832 3,610.88 

Viet Nam  
  0.021 0.083 360.22 

Total 25.101 100 434,000 

* Average amount in 3 

years, 2008-2010, 

based on MTP    

** Only for 2008 and 

2009    
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Table 2- Estimated Contribution of the Participating Countries for 2008-2010 for 

the NC Core budget  (flat rate amount in 3 years) 

 

Country 

UN scale of 

assessment 

2004-2006 (%) 

Scale of EANET 

burden sharing 

(%) 

Estimated flat rate 

contribution (US $), 

(2008-2010) * 

Cambodia 0.002 0.008 35.6 

China 2.053 8.179 36,396.55 

Indonesia 0.142 0.566 2,518.7 

Japan 19.468 77.56 345,142 +178** 

Lao PDR 0.001 0.004 17.8 

Malaysia 0.203 0.809 3,600.05 

Mongolia 0.001 0.004 17.8 

Myanmar 0.01 0.04 (178)** 

Philippines 0.095 0.378 1,682.1 

Republic of Korea 1.796 7.155 31,839.75 

Russia 1.1 4.382 19,499.9 

Thailand 0.209 0.832 3,702.4 

Viet Nam 0.021 0.083 369.35 

Total 25.101 100 *445,000 

* Average amount in 3 

years, 2008-2010, 

based on MTP    

** Only for 2008 and 

2009    

 

 


