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The Eighth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting  

on Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 

29-30 November 2006, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 

 

Report on the Review of the Secretariat System  

and Establishment of a Trust Fund   

(Draft) 

 

I. INTRODUCTION   

 

1. The Third Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG3) held in Chiang Mai, Thailand in 

November 2001, decided on the establishment of the Secretariat for Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) using the United Nations Environment 

Programme, Regional Resource Center for Asia and the Pacific/Asian Institute of 

Technology (UNEP RRC.AP/AIT) system/option. The meeting agreed to review the system 

in the future. 

 

2. The Sixth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG6) in Cambodia (2004), decided to 

continue the same structure, RRC.AP/AIT system. However, there is a description in the 

document of IG6, “Review of the Status of the Secretariat (EANET/IG 6/11)” that the 

Intergovernmental Meeting (IG) may wish to decide to continue the same structure in the 

remaining years until such time that the EANET Secretariat will be transferred to the full 

United Nations (UN) system.  

 

3. The Seventh Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG7) in November 2005 requested 

the Working Group on Future Development (WGFD) of EANET to consider the following 

issues and report the results to the Eight Session of Intergovernmental Meeting (IG8) in 

November 2006:  

 

- To review the RRC.AP/AIT system and examine the possibility of the Secretariat to 

move to the UN system; and  

- To consider establishment of a trust fund for EANET. 

 

4. The initial draft of this document was presented at the Third Session of the Working Group 

on Future Development (WGFD3) of EANET held in May 2006 and was revised based on 

the discussion of the WGFD3 and the Second Special Session the Working Group on Future 

Development of EANET (WGFD-S2) held in August 2006 for submission to IG8 for its 

recommendation.  
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II. PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS ON THE RRC.AP SYTEM 

 

5. The Framework on the establishment of the Secretariat of EANET was signed in 2002 by 

the Chairperson of the Intergovernmental Meeting and the Executive Director of UNEP. 

EANET, have on the basis of non-legally binding framework, reached the following 

understanding:  

 

- UNEP will fulfill the Secretariat function under the guidance of the IG on EANET and 

in line with the work programmes adopted by the IG; 

- The Secretariat will be housed in the office of UNEP RRC.AP, supported by UNEP, 

Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP);  

- UNEP will designate the Secretariat as an official “UNEP Centre”; 

- UNEP will closely cooperate with the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific in implementing the activities of the Secretariat;  

- The accounts of EANET will be handled separately from other accounts of UNEP, 

under the guidance of the Intergovernmental Meeting; 

- The nationals of the participating countries of EANET will receive preference in the 

recruitment of the professional staff of the Secretariat; and 

- A senior official representing EANET will be invited to the Policy Advisory Committee 

for UNEP RRC.AP. 

 

6. Under the framework, UNEP arranged for the recruitment of a Coordinator, a Programme 

Officer and an Administrative Assistant as the staff of the Secretariat through the UNEP 

RRC.AP/AIT recruitment system, based on the Job Descriptions in Annex III of the Report 

of the Session of IG3 (EANET/IG 3/12)  

 

7. Based also on the framework, UNEP will arrange for the establishment and management of 

a trust fund for EANET through the UNEP RRC.AP/AIT system, separately from other 

accounts of UNEP and under the guidance of the IG. UNEP will proceed to the disbursement 

from the Trust Fund in accordance with the work program and budget for each calendar 

year.  

 

8. The IG6 discussed and approved that the position of the professional staff of the Secretariat 

will be for a period of two years with a provision for a maximum period of two terms. 

However, this provision has also an exemption depending on the potential of applicants to 

fulfill the requirements.   
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III. OPTIONS FOR THE SECRETARIAT SYSTEM 

 

9. There are two options for the Secretariat to discuss as follows: 

 

- RRC.AP/AIT: RRC.AP follows a remuneration package of AIT. The package is 

considerably less than UN rate but comparable to regional institutions. About 3 months 

is needed for the process of recruitment. 

 

- UNEP: The core staff will need to be recruited through UNEP Headquarters in Nairobi. 

 

10. Regarding the discussions on the Review of the RRC.AP System, the Secretariat was 

requested during the WGFD-S2 to prepare a revise report with more detailed comparative 

table on advantages and disadvantages and without specific recommendations for IG. 

Table-1 summarizes the advantages and disadvantages between the two options, 

RRC.AP/AIT and the UNEP system. 

 

 

Table 1 - Advantages and disadvantages between the AIT/UNEP RRC.AP and UNEP   

option/system for the Secretariat 

 

ITEMS OPTION 1 

AIT/UNEP RRC.AP 

OPTION 2 

UNEP 

1) On personnel Cost Estimated Annual salary (Gross 

Income) in US $ 

Estimated Annual salary, (Gross 

Income) in US $ 

Coordinator (L4) 50,250 US $ 138,000 

Program Officer (L2) 35,400 US $ 90,000 

Administrative Assistant 

(UN-G) 

22,500 US $ 40,000 

Salary cost  The salary costs are considerably 

lower under the RRC.AP/AIT 

system.  

Using the UN salary scales may 

attract candidates with more 

international experience 

2) Staff Hiring It will take an approximate of 

3-4 months to screen and recruit 

staff. 

It will take an approximate of 

3-4 months to screen and recruit 

staff. 

3) Office Rental USD 30,000, annually Same 

4) Overhead  The overhead is 5%. The overhead is 13%. 

Transparency and Audit - The RRC.AP core expenses 

are audited annually by a 

local audit firm and evaluated 

by an independent person/ 

organization nominated by 

Nairobi when required 

(usually at the end of the 

- The EANET Trust Fund will 

be subject to review by UN 

Board of Auditors and/or 

Office of Internal Oversight 

Services 

 

- Based on financial 
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project).  

 

- The project accounts in AIT 

are audited annually by 

local/international auditing 

firms based on the 

requirement of the donors/ in 

agreement with the donors.  

 

- The overall AIT accounts are 

audited annually by an 

international audit firm. 

 

- Based on financial 

information provided by 

UNEP, the Secretariat 

prepares the annual financial 

report for review by the 

WGFD and for consideration 

by the IG. 

 

- All administrative procedures 

and transactions are subject to 

the rules and regulations of 

AIT and RRCAP.  

 

information provided by 

UNEP, the Secretariat 

prepares the annual financial 

report for review by the 

WGFD and for consideration 

by the IG. 

 

- All administrative procedures 

and transactions are subject 

to the rules and regulations of 

UNEP 

 

 

Recommendations: 

 

11.  The IG8 is invited to discuss, review and make decisions on the system of the EANET 

Secretariat, whether to continue on RRCAP.AIT system or to move to full UNEP system.   

 

 

IV. ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRUST FUND 

   

12.   Regarding the establishment of the trust fund, two options for IG to discuss, review and 

make recommendations are enumerated below:  

 

 Existing Account in AIT/RRCAP (present arrangement) 

 

13.  The funds for the operation of the Secretariat is fundamentally provided by EANET.  

Additional complimentary funds for the Secretariat activities and/or specific projects are 

expected to be mobilized by the Secretariat.  
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14. Regarding fund disbursement and management of funds under the RRC.AP/AIT system, the 

funds are being disbursed from an EANET account under the overall AIT Finance 

administration. The fund management was covered under the MoU between AIT and UNEP 

RRC.AP. 

 

15. The account for EANET is currently included under the RRCAP/AIT system as a separate 

account from other accounts of UNEP RRC.AP. Contributions from participating countries 

are deposited in RRC.AP/AIT-EANET account: UNEP RRC.AP/EANET Account No. 

60.6.036.402.10001.046.5072 through the AIT. 

 

16. Funds of EANET are already considered as Sponsored Program Fund in AIT. Last July 2006, 

AIT had informed the RRC.AP that Fund 60 is currently applied strictly only for UNEP as 

Sponsored Program Fund. See Annex 1 for reference, Policy and Procedures, FB-1-2-2: AIT 

Funds: Accounting and Coding. 

 

 Establishment of a trust fund in UNEP, Nairobi 

 

17. The funds under this option would be disbursed from the donors to UNEP Headquarters in 

Nairobi. Strictly in accordance with UN policies, guidelines and procedures applicable to 

trust funds, all trust funds are charged for programme support service at the rate of 13% as 

approved by the UN General Assembly.  The approval of the budget has to follow set of 

rules and procedures before implementation. 

 

18. Table 2 summarizes the advantages and disadvantages of establishing the trust fund using 

the RRCAP/AIT option and the UNEP option.   

 

Table 2 - Advantages and disadvantages of establishing the trust fund using the RRCAP/AIT 

option and the UNEP option 

 

ITEMS RRCAP/AIT Option UNEP Option 

Account The EANET account is already open 
in the AIT system. The EANET 
account was separated from other 
accounts of UNEP RRC.AP. 

Opening a Trust Fund in UNEP 
will take some time. 

 

Disbursement 
procedures 

Disbursement procedures are 
relatively easy because they can be 
completed within AIT. 

Disbursement procedures are more 
complicated since they have to be 
cleared by the UNEP Headquarters 
in Nairobi. 

Transparency Transparency is ensured by AIT 
system. The summary of the rules 
and regulations on AIT system were 
prepared, which improved 
transparency of the AIT system. 

Transparency is ensured by 
following established procedures 
by UNEP. 

Overhead There will be 5% overhead.  Strictly 13% overhead. 
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19. The Procedures for the establishment and management of the UNEP trust fund within their 

programmes and projects is herewith attached as Annex 2.  A sample of trust fund is 

attached as Appendix 1. 

 

Recommendations 

 

20. The IG8 is invited to discuss, review and make recommendations on the establishment of a 

trust fund for EANET. 

 

 

V. IMPROVEMENT IN THE TRANSPARENCY OF THE NETWORK AND 

MANAGEMENT OF THE NETWORK INCLUDING ISSUES RELATED TO 

ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND RECRUITMENT ASPECTS 

 

21. Reporting formats of financial statements are considered one of the most important ways to 

increase transparency and accountability of the EANET activities. The basic idea is the 

formats would be same for both the Secretariat and the Network Center (NC) for EANET, 

but specific formats might be different because their budget systems and topics of activities 

are quite different with each other. 

 

22. The Secretariat and NC shall have each own format for the financial report. The formats 

shall include transfer of money from the previous year, expected revenue, budget, actual 

expenditure and the balance. 

 

23. The Secretariat and NC develop the annual financial report of the previous year by the end 

of June every year and submit it to the next sessions of IG, Scientific Advisory Committee 

(SAC) and subsidiary body of IG if financial issues are also to be discussed at the subsidiary 

body meeting in the year. The financial report will be continuously reported and discussed 

every year at IG session. 

 

 

VI. COMPARISON WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCES ESPECIALLY 

IN EUROPE 

 

24.   The WGFD3 suggested for the Secretariat to provide information on international 

experiences on establishment of Secretariat and trust fund. A description on the 

establishment of the Secretariat and trust fund for the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe, Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution (UNECE, 

CLRTAP) is presented in Appendix 2 of this report for reference/information of EANET.    
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VII. GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDANCE OF OBSERVERS TO EANET MEETINGS 

 

25.  In accordance with the Report of the Session on WGFD-S2, the Secretariat was requested to 

develop guidelines for attendance of observers to EANET meetings. To promote a 

harmonious atmosphere, supportive of the discussions and negotiations and to encourage 

participation of observers in the meetings of EANET, the Secretariat has prepared the 

following guidelines: 

 

- Observers from national and international organizations dealing with acid deposition 

and air pollution and related matters might be invited to attend the EANET meetings. 

- People with enormous experiences on EANET activities or potential relevance to 

EANET could be invited as observers to EANET meetings. 

- NFPs, SAC and other EANET meetings as well as relevant experts may recommend the 

Secretariat to send invitation letters to an appropriate persons. 

- The Secretariat, in consultation with NFPs, will send invitation letters for specified 

EANET meetings to those who are recommended by NFPs, SAC, other EANET 

meetings and relevant experts and those whom the Secretariat considers appropriate to 

participate as observers. 

- The observers shall be ready to identify themselves during the meeting. 
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Annex 2 

 

Procedures for the Establishment and Management of  

UNEP Trust Funds, their Programmes and Projects 

 

Preamble 

 

In the United Nations system, the authority to establish United Nations trust funds is vested in the 

General Assembly or the Secretary General. With regard to the trust funds managed by UNEP, the 

Secretary General has delegated his/her authority to establish (and close) them to the UNEP 

Executive Director, who has in turn delegated his/her authority to the UNEP Deputy Executive 

Director. 

 

There are two types of trust funds namely technical cooperation trust funds and general trust funds. 

Technical cooperation trust funds are those that provide economic and social development assistance 

to developing countries. In UNEP, this category includes the trust funds financing personnel through 

JPO Programmes and provision of Senior Programme Officers. General trust funds support activities 

other than those which are exclusively of a technical cooperation nature and in UNEP, this category 

includes activities supporting the UNEP Programme of Work, Conventions, Protocols and Regional 

Seas Programmes and the activities of their Secretariats. 

 

Although the procedures outlined below refer mainly to technical cooperation trust funds, which are 

usually funded bilaterally, those covering multilaterally funded general trust funds such as those for 

Conventions, Protocols and Regional Seas Programmes are broadly the same except that they are 

somewhat more complex and always need special attention from UNEP and UNON managements 

and specific guidance and assistance from UNON/DAS/BFMS at the time of their negotiations 

during the Meetings/Conferences of the Parties concerned before adoption of formal decisions. 

 

 

1. Negotiation for Agreements 

  

1.1 The UNEP Executive Director, UNEP Deputy Executive Director, UNEP Resource 

Mobilization Unit or UNEP Programme Managers can initiate discussions leading to a 

funding agreement for several or a particular programme of work of UNEP through a trust 

fund. 

 

1.2 The funding agreement discussions should necessarily involve UNON/DAS/BFMS in order 

to ensure proper consideration of the UN policies, guidelines and procedures governing trust 

funds. Clear terms of reference for the trust fund will be articulated to include purpose, 

magnitude of funding, duration, programme support costs charges and other pertinent 

stipulations. These are included in the funding agreement or as separate terms of reference 

which are normally appended to the agreement. 
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1.3 The UNEP substantive personnel involved in the negotiations/discussions should ensure that 

the programme, which the trust fund aims at implementing, is within the UNEP Programme 

of Work. 

 

1.4  The final funding agreement should be cleared by UNONIDAS/BFMS for the signature by 

either the UNEP Executive Director, the UNEP Deputy Executive Director, Chief, 

UNON/DAS, Chief, UNON/DAS/BFMS, or an officially designated UNEP representative. 

 

1.5  One copy of the funding agreement is for the custody of the funding agent and the other is 

for the custody of UNEP/UNON. 

 

1.6.  An exchange of letters can substitute a funding agreement if mutually agreed to by the two 

parties and as long as the stipulations of paragraph 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4 above have been adhered 

to. 

 

 

2. Establishment of Trust Funds 

 

2.1 UNON DAS BFMS will prepare a memo to the UNEP Deputy Executive Director, to whom 

the authority to establish and close UNEP trust funds has been delegated, conveying to 

him/her the background to the funding agreement and requesting him/her to authorize and 

approve the establishment of the trust fund. The funding agreement or the exchange of 

letters constituting the agreement reached and the terms of reference of the trust fund 

together form the basis for the establishment of the trust fund, and these are always attached 

to the memorandum as part of the establishment documentation. 

  

2.2  The UNEP Deputy Executive Director authorizes and approves by so noting on the 

Memorandum, signing and dating on it. 

 

2.3 UNON/DAS/BFMS requests UNON/DAS/RFMS to officially establish an account     

under which to account and report all elements of the trust funds transactions. 

 

2.4 UNON/DAS/BFMS instructs its contributions Unit to invoice the donor accordingly giving 

the details of the appropriate UNEP bank account in which to make the deposit. 

 

2.5 Upon the donor making, the payment to the account as instructed by the UNON/ 

DAS/BFMS/Contributions Unit, the latter instructs UNON/DAS/FRMS to issue an official 

receipt voucher which it transmits to the donor with an acknowledgment letter. 
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3. Trust Fund Programme Implementation 

 

3.1 With funds deposited, UNON/DAS/BFMS issues an allocation, on behalf of the UNEP 

Executive Director, allowing commitment to be made and the appropriate programme 

support cost to be charged as expenditures are being incurred, within the amount of 

resources available in the trust fund and within the terms of the funding agreement. An 

appropriate trust fund status is regularly prepared by UNON/DAS BFMS showing the trust 

fund’s resources flow. 

 

3.2  Strictly in accordance with UN policies, guidelines and procedures, all trust funds are 

charged for programme support service at the rate of 13% of their expenditures 

(disbursements plus unliquidated obligations), the rate approved by the General Assembly. 

Because the personnel trust funds pay separately 1% for Appendix D, the programme 

support charge to them is adjusted to 120/D in order for the overall charge not to exceed 

13%. 

 

3.3  The concerned Programme Manager prepares in accordance with the relevant guidelines of 

UNEP and in consultation with his Programme Management Officer a project document 

which is approved through the relevant UNEP approval process, budgeting and committing 

the required funds within the allocation issued in 3.1 above. Projects with trust fund 

financing are to be consistent with the requirements of the funding agreement as well as 

normal UNEP project design requirements. 

 

3.4  Implementation of the project proceeds in full observance of the relevant management 

reporting requirements and all the transactions are accounted accordingly in order to enable 

compilation of accurate financial reports of the projects financed by the trust fund and the 

trust fund itself as a whole. 

 

 

4. Reporting on and Closure of Trust Funds 

 

4.1 The UNEP Executive Director reports to the Governing Council the establishment of all 

new trust funds explaining their purpose and seeks the Governing Council's endorsement to 

his/her actions. Extensions of the durations of trust funds are handled and reported to the 

Governing Council similarly. 

 

4.2 Financial reports on the projects and the trust fund are finished annually to the funding agent. 

Where the funding agreement includes specific substantive and/or financial reporting 

requirements to the donor, it is the overall responsibility of the Programme/Project Manager 

to ensure such special reporting requirements are met. 
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4.3 As projects are completed they are closed in accordance with the UNEP guidelines and 

when all projects financed by the trust fund are closed the final financial report of the trust 

fund is compiled. 

 

4.4 UNON/DAS/BFMS prepares, for the signature of the UNEP Deputy Executive Director, a 

letter to the donor advising that the trust fund would be closed and requests the latter to 

confirm how UNEP UNON should deal with the surplus funds. 

 

4.5 Upon receipt of the response from the donor, UNON/DAS/BFMS then prepares a 

memorandum to the UNEP Deputy Executive Director to request him/her to close the trust 

fund. 

 

4.6 The UNEP Deputy Executive Director approves the closure of the trust fund by so 

indicating, signing and dating on the memorandum. 

 

4.7 Surplus funds in the trust funds are returned to the donor or dealt with otherwise as may 

have been directed by the donor. 

 

4.8  The UNEP Executive Director reports to the Governing Council the closure of the trust fund 

for the latter's endorsement. 
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Appendix 1 

 

NOWPAP  

 

Financial arrangements 

 

34. The activities agreed upon as part of the implementation of the action plan will be financed 

principally by contributions from the Governments, international 0rganizations and 

non-governmental organizations.  Direct financial support from UNEP and in-kind contributions 

from United Nations and other bodies will be made available in the initial stages.  However, 

participating States acknowledge the need for financial commitments on their part and the ratio of 

members' financial contributions to contributions from the United Nations system, will increase 

until the financing of the action plan is independent of funding from the United Nations system.  

Nevertheless, United Nations bodies and other international and regional organizations may 

continue to make contributions, in cash or in kind, to the work being carried out under the action 

plan. 

 

35. The participating Governments agree to establish a Trust Fund for the Protection and 

Management of the Coastal and Marine Environment and the Resources of the North-West Pacific 

region, to be known as the NOWPAP Trust Fund. 

 

 

Terms of Reference of the NOWPAP Trust Fund 

 

The NOWPAP Trust Fund is established to provide financial support for the implementation of the 

Action Plan adopted by the Inter-Governmental Meeting on the Protection, Management and 

Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the North-West Pacific Region. 

 

The administration of the NOWPAP Trust Fund shall be entrusted to the Secretary General of the 

United Nations and, should he deem it necessary, to the Executive Director of the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP). 

 

The administration and management of the NOWPAP Trust Fund shall be governed by the Financial 

Regulations and Rules of the United Nations, the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations, 

and other administrative policies or procedures promulgated by the Secretary-General.  It is 

understood that these rules provide that the United Nations shall make a deduction equal to 13 

percent of all expenditures financed from the Trust Fund to defray administrative support costs. 

 

The expenditures of the NOWPAP Trust Fund shall be financed from contributions in accordance 

with the decisions on financial arrangements adopted by the Inter-Governmental Meeting on the 

Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the North- 
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West Pacific Region.  No expenditure from the NOWPAP Trust Fund shall be made before a 

minimum of US$ 50,000 has been contributed to the Trust Fund. 

 

All contributions shall be paid in fully convertible United States dollars.  The first contributions 

from the States of the region shall be due on the 01 January 1994 and further annual contributions 

shall fall due on the same day of each year thereafter. 

 

Contributions received into the NOWPAP Trust Fund and not immediately required to finance 

activities shall be invested at the discretion of the United Nations, and any income shall be credited 

to the Trust Fund. 

 

The NOWPAP Trust Fund shall be subject to audit by the United Nations Internal Audit Service. 

 

The Secretary-General, or the organization designated by him to administer the NOWPAP Trust 

Fund, shall submit annual reports on the administration of the Trust Fund to the annual meetings of 

the NOWPAP Inter-Governmental Forum. 
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Appendix 2 

 

Funding mechanisms, including the establishment of a secretariat and the establishment of 

trust funds for the UNECE Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution* 

 

1. The Parties to the Convention and the UNECE jointly fund activities of the Convention. 

 

 

The secretariat 

 

2. Under article 11 of the Convention the Executive Secretary of UNECE carries out the 

following secretariat functions: 

 

(a) To convene and prepare the meetings of the Executive Body; 

(b) To transmit to Contracting Parties reports and other information received in accordance with 

the provisions of the present Convention; 

(c) To discharge the functions assigned by the Executive Body. 

 

3. Currently, the UNECE designated secretariat consists of six staff - one P-5, two P-4s, one 

P-3, one G-5 and one G-4. However, most of these have additional UNECE duties that take up a 

percentage of their time. This secretariat is funded by UNECE not by the Parties directly. However, 

in the past extra-budgetary staff and consultants, funded by Parties either directly or through a trust 

fund, have assisted the regular budget staff with the Convention’s work. 

 

4. The work of the secretariat is not identified in detail in any one document but various 

activities under the Convention are linked with action by the secretariat in the Executive Body 

reports and workplans. In addition to the activities documented, the secretariat also extends its work 

to cover, for example, secretariat functions for the Convention’s main subsidiary bodies as well as 

providing support and assistance to Task Forces, Expert Groups and workshops that operate under 

these bodies and taking part in outreach activities such as links with EANET and other bodies. 

 

5. The Executive Body and its main subsidiary bodies are able to take advantage of UN 

facilities for holding meetings in Geneva. Meeting rooms, interpretation, documentation, etc. are 

covered under the UN/UNECE budget. 

 

6. Other UNECE resources may be made available to the Convention. For example, Regional 

Advisors may provide additional support to work in countries with economies in transition and 

UNECE projects, funded for example by UNDA, may be linked to activities under the Convention.
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Trust funds 

 

7. There are several trust funds operating for the Convention. They all run as UN trust funds 

and are subject to UN rules and regulations. Contributions to one trust fund is mandatory and to the 

others voluntary. The success of the trust funds to meet the financial requirements varies from fund 

to fund and from year to year. 

 

8. It should be noted that many activities under the Convention do not use trust funds. Task 

Forces and Expert Groups each have a lead country or countries that are responsible for providing a 

Chair and for carrying out the basic organization of meetings; they may also fund an international 

centre for coordinating the technical work. Usually other countries will offer facilities for hosting 

meetings for such groups (the meetings move from year to year). Lead countries usually provide 

limited funds to support participation of experts from countries with economies in transition; 

however, most delegates attending use funds provided by their own governments. Lead or host 

countries are expected to fund the travel and accommodation of a member of the secretariat to assist 

with the meeting. 

 

9. National activities, such as scientific reporting, receive no support from trust funds. They 

are the responsibility of national governments. 

 

10. The EMEP Trust Fund is supported by mandatory contributions from Parties to the EMEP 

Protocol (about 80% of the Parties to the Convention). The annual budget for EMEP is approved by 

the EMEP Steering Body and Executive Body and is designed to meet the funding requirements of 

the four international centres that operate under EMEP. Currently the budget is just over US$ 2 

million per year. The costs are shared between the Parties on the basis of the UN scale of assessment 

(this is included in an annex to the EMEP Protocol which is updated at regular intervals). For details 

of the EMEP Trust Fund see attached financing document for 2006 (ECE/EB.AIR/2006/11). 

 

11. The Core Activities Trust Fund contributes to activities of the Working Group on Effects 

through providing some support to the programme centres of the International Cooperative 

Programmes on effects. Voluntary contributions are made to the Trust Fund though recommended 

contributions are invited from Parties based upon a budget approved by the Executive Body and a 

sharing of costs according to the UN scale of assessment. The invitation to contribute is 

strengthened by a formal Executive Body decision on the funding mechanism. However, many 

Parties still do not contribute to the Trust Fund and some that do contribute fail to contribute the full 

amount. Some countries inform the secretariat of “contributions in kind” that are made instead of 

contributing to the Trust Fund (for example supporting activities of a programme centre directly); 

however, this information is not provided on a regular basis. At present the overall budget of the ICP 

centers is about US$ 2 million, the Trust Fund attracts contributions in the region of US$ 300,000 

and contributions in kind declared amount to about US$ 500,000. For details of this fund see 

attached document for 2006 (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2006/13). 

 



EANET/IG 8/8/1 

Page 18 

 

12. The Executive Body, at its session in December 2006, took note of the problems getting 

regular contributions to the Core Activities Trust Fund and asked its Working Group on Strategies 

and Review to consider the matter and propose a more effective alternative. 

 

13. The Trust Fund to support countries with economies in transition was initially established to 

support participation at meetings in Geneva. The Trust Fund has been extended in recent years to 

fund small projects usually associated with special meetings or training, documents in the Russian 

language or setting up scientific monitoring equipment. Contributions are voluntary and only a few 

countries make contributions. A more ambitious budget and work plan for this work was agreed by 

the Executive Body last December, but there is little evidence so far in increased contributions. 

Funding of participation to meetings in Geneva does not cover the full cost for delegates; the 

secretariat is only able to provide a daily subsistence allowance (not travel). For details of the budget 

and activities see attached document (EB.AIR/2005/2) which also provides information o the other 

Trust Funds above. 

 

14. There is one small additional Trust Fund that supports the secretariat activities. This is 

mainly used for travel (where host and lead countries cannot provide support) and for consultancies 

to assist the secretariat with specific pieces of work. Occasional voluntary contributions are made to 

this Trust Fund by a small minority of countries.  

 

* Note by Keith Bull, secretary to the Executive Body for the Convention 




