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Future Development of EANET 

 

1. The Second Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting for Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network in East Asia (EANET) concluded that the preparatory-phase activities of EANET had been 

successful and decided to start the monitoring on a regular basis from January 2001.  Based on this 

decision, the Interim Secretariat and the Network Center (the Acid Deposition and Oxidant Research 

Center: ADORC) started their functions for the monitoring on a regular basis (hereinafter referred to 

as “regular-phase monitoring”). 

 

2. However, as stated in the Work Program and Budget in 2001 for EANET, there still remained 

many preparatory works to start EANET as an effective program.  The monitoring activities by the 

participating countries needed to be further elaborated, expanded and improved in order to adequately 

evaluate the state of acid deposition in this region.  Moreover, arrangement for EANET Secretariat 

needed to be developed and finalized. 

 

3. This topic was further discussed at the Third Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting on 

EANET (IG3), 19-20 November 2001 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

 

4. Based on the previous discussions, the topic is classified into the following three sub-topics: 

(i)  Further strengthening of the basis of EANET; 

(ii) Expansion of EANET activities - admission of new participating countries; and 

(iii)  Efforts for preventing or reducing adverse environmental impacts. 

 

 

I. FURTHER STRENGTHENING OF THE BASIS OF EANET 

 

5. The justification of this sub-topic is the operational paragraph 2 of the “Joint Announcement 

on the Implementation of EANET” (EANET/IG 2/5/2: hereinafter referred to as the “Joint 

Announcement”) and the Work Program and Budget in 2001 for EANET (EANET/IG 2/7.2: 

hereinafter referred to as the “Work Program and Budget in 2001”).  
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6. The operational paragraph 2 of the Joint Announcement indicates that “efforts will be 

continued in the future to strengthen the basis upon which EANET operates.”  The Work Program and 

Budget in 2002 mainly emphasizes that “the monitoring activities by the participating countries need 

to be further elaborated, expanded and improved in order to adequately evaluate the state of acid 

deposition in this region”, and that “the activities that were initiated in 2001 will be continued and 

improved.”  Such activities have been steadily implemented by the participating countries and the 

Network Center, are expected to be further continued/strengthened. 

 

7. With regard to the strengthening of monitoring capacity, the Scientific Advisory Committee 

(SAC), at its First Session, discussed the scientific and technical aspects of EANET, including 

consideration on national monitoring plans.  Participating countries revised their national monitoring 

plans where appropriate, based on the experience obtained during the preparatory phase. Senior 

technical managers in respective countries presented and discussed their latest national monitoring 

plans at the Third Senior Technical Managers’ Meeting in October 2002 in Niigata, Japan. The plans 

are also the subject of further discussion at SAC2. 

 

8. With regard to the institutional basis, the following progresses have been achieved: 

(i) The Rules of Procedure for EANET and the Procedures on Data and Information Disclosure 

were considered and adopted at IG3. 

(ii) Based on the Decision at IG3, the Regional Resource Center for Asia and the Pacific 

(RRC.AP)) of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) started the functions of the 

Secretariat of EANET from January 2002, and recruited three (3) staff members of the 

Secretariat (Coordinator, Program Officer and Administrative Assistant).  The Administrative 

Assistant started to work for EANET Secretariat in June 2002, the Program Officer in October 

2002, and the Coordinator is expected to start his work shortly.  The Interim Secretariat has 

been assisting the Secretariat during the transition period and will finish its activities at IG4. 

(iii) ADORC recruited the Deputy Director General in charge of the Network Center from October 

2002. 

 

9. With regard to the issues for more concrete basis for EANET such as an international 

agreement, it was agreed at IG3 that it might be considered after some years’ experience in operating 

the regular-phase activities in a step-by-step manner. 
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II. EXPANSION OF EANET ACTIVITIES - ADMISSION OF NEW PARTICIPATING 

COUNTRIES 

 

10. At IG3, the application of Cambodia to participate in EANET was considered and approved 

by IG.  Application of Lao People’s Democratic Republic was submitted in July 2002.  At IG4, the 

Intergovernmental Meeting is requested to consider and approve, if appropriate, the applications of 

Lao PDR, following the paragraph 1 of the Rules of Procedure for EANET. 

 

 

III. EFFORTS TO PREVENT OR REDUCE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

 

11. The justification of this sub-topic is the operational paragraph 6 of the Joint Announcement 

and some paragraphs of the Work Program and Budget in 2002.  

 

12. Operational paragraph 6 of the Joint Announcement indicates that “the participating countries 

will discuss future EANET activities in order to contribute to development of international 

cooperative efforts for preventing or reducing adverse environmental impacts of acid deposition.”  

Based on this, “the participating countries will promote studies of other scientific issues in order to 

improve understanding of the risks of acid deposition” (Paragraph 3.6) of the Tentative Design).  

According to the Work Program and Budget in 2002, the research activities for developing emission 

inventories and numerical modeling would be undertaken in 2002. 

 

13. At IG3 the discussion was conducted on the efforts for preventing and reducing adverse 

environmental impacts.  Some countries pointed out the importance of such activities and emphasized 

the usefulness to learn experiences from existing initiatives as the first step of such activities. The 

Scientific Advisory Committee will consider such existing initiatives on this topic both at its Second 

Session and further.  

 

14. The Network Center prepared a proposal for future research activities in EANET which was 

developed in a more comprehensive manner after discussion at SAC1.  In this context, as the first step, 

the terms of adequate research activities for preventing and reducing adverse environmental impacts 

will be identified, considered and elaborated by SAC from scientific and technical viewpoints. 

 




