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Thirteenth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting 

on Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 

30 November - 1 December 2011, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 

 

CONSIDERATION ON THE NATURE OF INVOLVEMENT OF 

THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES THAT ARE UNABLE TO SIGN THE 

“INSTRUMENT FOR STRENGTHENING THE ACID DEPOSITION 

MONITORING NETWORK IN EAST ASIA (EANET)” 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG12) on Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) held in November 2010 adopted the Decision 

1/IG12, “Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East 

Asia (EANET)”. 

 

2. The above-mentioned Decision provided for, as follows: “Taking into account the 

discussions at the Sessions of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG) as well as the Working 

Group on Future Development (WGFD) of EANET, and reaffirming the participating 

countries’ willingness to continue the activities of EANET: 

 

- Adopts the “Instrument for the Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network 

in East Asia (EANET)” for signing in the High Level Segment during IG12 and 

thereafter, (attached to this decision); 

- Decides that the Instrument will become operational on the date on which all 

participating countries have signed it, or on 1
st
 January 2012, whichever is earlier; 

- Encourages participating countries that will not be able to sign the Instrument by the 

specified date to communicate in writing with the EANET Secretariat before the 

Thirteenth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG13) expressing their 

willingness to continue their EANET activities; 

- Decides that IG13 will consider the nature of involvement of the countries that are 

unable to sign by the specified date.” 

 

 

II. PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS AT THE WGFD10 

 

3. The Tenth Session of the Working Group on Future Development of EANET (WGFD10) 

held in July 2011 discussed the possible implications of the adoption and operation of the 

Instrument, including the nature of involvement of the countries that are unable to sign the 

Instrument. Major points of the discussions were as follows: 
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- The Secretariat should remind and urge the countries that are unable to sign to inform 

their willingness to continue the participation in EANET activities in writing. 

- The monitoring cost within the territory of participating countries has been borne by 

respective countries. If the countries that are not able to sign will be treated differently, 

the data reporting and other activities of EANET would possibly be affected. Thus, the 

concern was raised about the possible distinction in the future. 

-  It was reminded that EANET is a voluntary framework of cooperation. For the time 

being, the distinction between countries that signed and that have not signed the 

Instrument should not be undertaken. It was suggested that the involvement of all the 

participating countries into the decision making procedure is necessary at the current 

stage. The distinction could only hinder the solidarity of EANET as a framework.  

- It was suggested to set some grace period for the countries that are not able to sign the 

Instrument. 

- Considering the responsibilities and the benefits issues, specific distinction might be 

necessary in the future. 

- It was clarified that countries that are unable to sign could contribute financially to 

EANET. 

 

 

III. POSSIBLE IMPACTS OF THE ADOPTION AND OPERATION OF THE 

INSTRUMENT FOR STRENGTHENING THE EANET 

 

4. Considerably, the Instrument was one of the most significant achievements of EANET. 

Seven out of thirteen participating countries signed the Instrument during the High Level 

Segment of the IG12, i.e. Cambodia, Japan, Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines, Republic of 

Korea, and Thailand. 

 

5. The government of Vietnam and China signed the Instrument for Strengthening the EANET 

in May and June 2011, respectively. To date, there are nine countries that have already 

signed the Instrument. 

 

6. The adoption of the Instrument would mark a milestone for cooperation and would ensure 

the long-term of EANET. The long-term and stable engagements of governments are 

essential to address the main objectives and goals of the network. 

 

7. In addition, the signing and adoption of the Instrument would make EANET more 

transparent and will strengthen the reporting requirements and system in terms of the 

progress and financial aspects of EANET. 

 

8. More importantly, the financial contributions to EANET will be more secured considering 

the signature of the high officials of the participating countries. 
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9. The fact that the Instrument was already adopted in 2010, it is greatly expected that 

provisions in the Instrument will be consistently followed by the participating countries, 

with particular emphasis to the following items and specific provisions, among others: 

 

Item 4: Monitoring and Reporting 

Item 5: Assessment 

Item 6: Research Activities 

Item 7: Education and Training 

Item 8: Public Awareness 

Item 9: Exchange of Information 

Item 14: Financial Arrangement 

 

10. On particular concern, the impacts of the adoption of the Instrument will be to the benefit 

not only of the EANET countries but also to the region at large and to the global 

environment. 

 

Recommendations on the issue of voluntary contributions after the signature of the Instrument 

 

11. The Secretariat and the Network Center proposed for the flat rate amount of contributions 

for a period of three years (2011-2013), “Estimated Workload and Cost Necessary for the 

Secretariat and the Network Center (EANET/IG 12/5.rev1, Annex 3 (Reference))”. It is 

expected that there will be important changes after the Instrument for Strengthening the 

Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) is operational so the budget for 

2012-13 is indicative and likely to change based on discussions at the IG13. 

 

12. The Thirteenth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting may discuss the following 

recommendations to provide guidance on this issue: 

 

a. Countries that are not yet making contributions, especially those that have already 

signed the Instrument are encouraged to make voluntary contributions to EANET 

starting 2012.   

 

b. Ceiling of increase on contributions shall be discussed and developed, as appropriate, as 

soon as possible considering the economic and financial circumstances of the countries.  

 

c. Further recommendations shall be developed on voluntary contributions of the 

participating countries before 2014.   

 

 

IV. NATURE OF INVOLVEMENT OF THE COUNTRIES THAT ARE UNABLE TO 

SIGN THE INSTRUMENT 
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13. Any regional initiative aimed at cleaning the air will benefit the countries, particularly if all 

participating countries would sign the agreement. The Convention on Long-range 

Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP) and its eight associated Protocols provide a useful 

example of science-based instruments. While being valid for Europe, including the Russian 

Federation, Central Asia and the United States and Canada, it is of relevance to all other 

regions of the world. 

 

14. The successful development of the EANET Instrument until its final adoption testifies to the 

progress of EANET over the years. The signing of the 9 countries (to date), has witnessed 

the cooperative spirit and determination to move forward for protecting the ecosystems as a 

whole. 

 

Recommendations and guidance 

 

15. The IG13 may discuss and provide guidance on the nature of involvement of the 

participating countries:  

 

a. Participating countries that would not sign the Instrument by the specified deadline are 

requested to continuously make effort and provide the period of timing of signature. 

  

b. Some plans, benefits, moratorium, etc., including possible assistance for expedition of 

the signature shall be considered. 
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