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1. Strategy Paper for Future Direction of Soil and Vegetation Monitoring of EANET 

The Strategy Paper for Future Direction of Soil and Vegetation Monitoring of EANET was 

endorsed by the Scientific Advisory Committee at its Second Session (SAC2) in November 

2002 in Bangkok, Thailand, with a few modifications to the final draft developed by the Task 

Force on Soil and Vegetation Monitoring.  

 

The Strategy Paper describes that the following four items would be implemented as the 

milestones, which are reflected to the specific work plan for coming five years:  

 Joint Workshop by ICP Forests and EANET: 2002 

 Implementation of the next monitoring: 2002-2005 

 Start of case studies in selected reference catchments: 2006 

 Preparation of sub-manual on forest monitoring: 2005 

 

After the endorsement, the Task Force has been promoting some of the above activities in line 

with the Strategy Paper, and the Network Center for EANET (NC) has been supporting their 

activities as the secretariat of the Task Force. 

 

2. Workshop on Elaboration and Development of Forest Monitoring in East Asia 

The Joint Workshop, “The Workshop on Elaboration and Development of Forest Monitoring in 

East Asia” was held in Seremban, Malaysia, from 16 to 19 December 2002, organized jointly by 

the Network Center for EANET and the Programme Coordinating Centre of the International 

Co-operative Programme on Assessment and Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Forests 

(ICP Forests), and hosted by the Government of Malaysia. 

 

The Workshop was attended by 28 participants from ten EANET participating countries, namely 

Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Philippines, Thailand and 

Viet Nam, and Delegation of ICP Forests and Integrated Monitoring Program on Acidification of 

Chinese Terrestrial Systems (IMPACTS). Experts from East Asia and Europe discussed 

numerous technical issues, and the major conclusions in the Joint Workshop were summarized 

in the Chairperson’s Summary (see the Proceedings). 
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3. Clarification of sampling plan/schedule for soil and forest monitoring 

For surely implementation of the next monitoring in the respective monitoring sites, detailed 

next sampling plan/schedule should be clarified based on the National Monitoring Plans. The 

following items should be described in the detailed plan: 

a) Monitoring sites: locations, soil types, and vegetation types 

b) Monitoring items: soil and/or forest 

c)  Parameters: pH, exchangeable cations, exchangeable acidity, etc. for soil; general 

description of forests, survey of tree decline, etc. 

d)  Monitoring year: 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and/or 2007 

e)  Monitoring seasons and/or months: spring, summer, autumn, and/or winter; rainy season 

or dry season; month 

f) Organizations in charge of the sampling and analysis: 

 

The above plan should be reported to the Task Force and SAC3. Sufficient efforts should be 

made in the participating countries to implement the described plan in the coming five years for 

promotion of continuous monitoring.  

 

In this connection, Network Center (NC), as the secretariat of the Task Force, drafted a 

document “Sampling Plan/Schedule for Soil and Vegetation Monitoring of EANET 2003-2007” 

based on the National Monitoring Plans and the latest information. In the mid July 2003, NC 

requested the National Centers to check the document and inform NC of actual plans if any 

mistakes/missing showings would be found in the document. NC revised the document based 

on the information from the National Centers as shown in the Annex 1. NC is still waiting for 

information from the participating countries for further revision of the Annex 1. 

 

4. Discussion on sub-manual for forest monitoring in East Asia 

According to the Strategy Paper, discussion on improvement of forest monitoring should be 

promoted based on the result from the Joint Workshop in the coming years towards the 

preparation of sub-manual for forest monitoring in 2005. 

 

As a kick-off of the discussion on improvement of forest monitoring, NC has drafted “Technical 

subjects to be discussed for sub-manual on forest monitoring in East Asia” (Annex 2). This 

paper is based on the Chairperson’s Summary of the Joint Workshop in line with the Strategy 

Paper. As described in the paper, NC expects that at least the following three specific subjects 

and two general issues would be discussed for development of the sub-manual: 
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(Specific subjects) 

 Visible assessment of crown condition 

 Plant sensitivities to acid deposition 

 Chemical analysis of needles and leaves 

(General issues) 

 Sub-regional approach for the monitoring 

 Quality assurance in collaboration with other networks 

 

NC drafted “Procedures and schedule for preparing sub-manual on forest 

monitoring in East Asia (Draft)” considering the technical subjects above, and sent 

the document to the Task Force Members for their consideration on 12 September 

2003 (Annex 3). 

 

 

 


