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Discussion Paper for Detailed Mechanism of EANET Data Disclosure 

Procedures 

 

 

1. Introduction 

“Procedures on Data and Information Disclosure for the Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network in East Asia (EANET)” (hereinafter referred to as the “Procedures”) were 

discussed and adopted at the Third Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting on 

EANET (IG3) held in November 2001 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

 

The Procedures aims at specifying the necessary procedures for disclosing data and 

information that are obtained through the EANET activities. However, there still 

remain some points that are not clear. 

 

Article 4 of the Procedures is one of the articles that need clarification. It says: 

“All the data and information that are obtained through the EANET activities 

should be disclosed outside EANET only after verification and 

confirmation/endorsement by SAC, unless otherwise decided. Data and information 

disclosure outside EANET should start after 2002. NC may disclose the annual 

report before that time.” 

 

According to the article, the Network Center (NC) notified the participating countries 

that the “Data Report on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 2000” 

(Data Report 2000), which was finalized and issued in May 2002 following the 

comments at the First Session of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC1) held in 

November 2001, would be regarded as a disclosed document outside EANET. Before the 

notification, NC confirmed the participating countries whether they had any problem 

about disclosing the data report and received no objections. 

The Data Report 2001 has also been disclosed. 

 

The Data Reports summarize the data and information that are obtained through the 

EANET activities in the participating countries and submitted to NC. According to the 

Procedures, the data and information before the summarization could be disclosed 

outside EANET after 2002.  
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There are a few points that should be clarified before NC starts disclosing data and 

information “after 2002”. 

This paper has been prepared to provide major points that should be made clear and 

receive comments of the participants in STM4. 

NC is planning to prepare a paper on detailed data disclosing procedures for the next 

sessions of IG and SAC based on the comments at this meeting. 

 

 

2. How about the data report before 2000? 

As explained above, the Data Report 2000 and the Data Report 2001 have been 

disclosed. 

A data report that contains the data in 1998 and 1999 was prepared in August 2000. Is 

it possible to disclose the data report outside EANET according to the Procedures -“NC 

may disclose the annual report before that time”-? 

 

 

3. When should the disclosure start? 

According to the Procedures, data and information disclosure outside EANET should 

start after 2002. It means that the disclosure should not start before 2002 but the 

starting point is not clear. (It does not say “start in 2002”.) 

Is it possible to start in 2002? Or 2003? Or 2004? 

 

 

4. Which year’s data and information should be disclosed? 

According to the Procedures, all the data and information that are obtained through the 

EANET activities should be disclosed outside EANET starting after 2002. 

Does this mean that NC may disclose all the data and information obtained since the 

beginning of EANET activities when the disclosure starting time (see “3.” above) comes? 

Or NC may disclose the data and information that have been obtained in the 

participating countries since the disclosure starting time? 

 

 

5. What does “all the data and information” mean? 
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According to the Procedures, all the data and information that are obtained through the 

EANET activities should be disclosed outside EANET. 

Does it mean all of the data and information submitted from the participating countries 

to NC following “Data Reporting Procedures and Formats for Acid Deposition 

Monitoring in East Asia”? 

 

 

6. How the data and information should be disclosed? 

NC is planning to disclose the data and information of EANET through the data reports, 

CD-ROM attached to the data reports and the Internet web site. 

Is there any problem with such measures? 
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<Annex I> 

 

“Procedures on Data and Information Disclosure for the Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network in East Asia (EANET) (EANET/IG 3/12, Annex IV)” adopted at the Third 

Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting of EANET(November, 2001). 

 

(Objective) 

 

1. The Procedures on Data and Information Disclosure for the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)(hereinafter referred to as the “Procedures”) 

aims at specifying the necessary procedures for disclosing data and information that are 

obtained through the EANET activities. 

 

(Adoption/amendment) 

 

2. The Intergovernmental Meeting on EANET (IG), in consultation with the Scientific 

Advisory Committee (SAC), will adopt/amend the procedures. 

 

(Application of the Procedures) 

 

3. The Procedures are applied to the Network Center (NC) and others who obtained 

data and information through the EANET activities. 

 

(Principles for data and information disclosure) 

 

4. All the data and information that are obtained through the EANET activities should 

be disclosed outside EANET only after verification and confirmation/endorsement by 

SAC, unless otherwise decided.  Data and information disclosure outside EANET 

should start after 2002.  NC may disclose the annual data report before that time. 

 

5. Each participating country is able to disclose its data and information by its own 

decision. 

 

6. A participating country of EANET is entitled to receive all the data and information 
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that are reported to NC from other participating countries through the EANET 

activities.  

 

(Data and /or information that should not be disclosed) 

 

7. If a participating country does not wish to disclose specific data and/or information 

that are reported to NC through the EANET activities, the National Center of the 

country should inform NC in writing of its intention not to disclose the specified data 

and/or information. 

 

(Data and information disclosure by NC) 

 

8. NC, in accordance with the Procedures, will disclose the data and information that 

are obtained through the EANET activities. 

 

9. NC can refuse disclosure of data and information under the following categories: 

 

- Data and information that are being verified and are to be confirmed/endorsed by 

SAC; 

- Data and information that were requested not to be disclosed through the 

procedure defined in paragraph 7 above. 

 

10. NC should provide any data/or information that are obtained through the EANET 

activities including those described in paragraph 9 above to participating countries 

upon request in writing by National Focal Point/National Centers.  In this case, NC 

should inform this to the National Focal Points/National Centers in the relevant 

countries. 

 

(Restriction of data and information disclosure by others) 

 

11. The restriction described in paragraph 9 applies to those who obtained data and 

information through the EANET activities. 

 

 


