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REPORT OF THE MEETING 

 

 
Introduction 
 
1. The Interim Scientific Advisory Group for the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in 
East Asia (EANET) (hereinafter referred to as ISAG) held its Third Meeting in Manila from 31 July 
- 1 August 2000. 
 
2. The Meeting was attended by the members of ISAG and their alternates nominated by the 
following participating countries: China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Philippines, the 
Republic of Korea, Thailand and Vietnam. 
 
3. The Meeting was also attended by experts from the following organizations with 
competence in relevant fields: Asian Development Bank (ADB), Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO), European Monitoring and Evaluation Program (EMEP), 
and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE). 
 
4. The list of participants is attached as Annex I of this report. 
 
Agenda Item 1: Opening of the Meeting 
 
5. The Meeting was opened with remarks by Mr. Masao Nii, Director of the Interim 
Secretariat (IS), followed by welcoming addresses by Mr. Peter Anthony Abaya, Director, 
Environmental Management Bureau (EMB), Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), the Philippines, and Dr. Warren Evans, Chief, Environment Section, Office of 
Environment and Social Department, ADB. 
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Agenda Item 2: Election of the officers 
 
6. The Meeting elected a Chairperson, two Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur: Ms. Erlinda 
Gonzales, Regional Director, EMB-Reg. IVA, Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources-Region IV, the Philippines (Chairperson); Dr. RTM Sutamihardja, Lecturer, Senior 
Expert, Department of Natural Resources and Environment, Graduate School, Bogor Agricultural 
University, Indonesia and Prof. Teng Enjiang, Director, Department of Scientific, Technical 
Management, China National Environmental Monitoring Centre, China (Vice-Chairpersons), Dr. 
Hajime Akimoto, Program Director, Atmospheric Composition Research Program, Institute for 
Global Change Research, Yokohama Campus, Japan (Rapporteur). 
 
Agenda Item 3: Adoption of the agenda 
 
7. The Meeting adopted without revision the provisional agenda (EANET/ISAG 3/3/1) that 
had been prepared and circulated by IS.  
 
Agenda Item 4: Consideration and adoption of the report on the acid deposition monitoring of 
EANET during the preparatory phase 
 
(Data report on the acid deposition in the East Asian Region) 
 
8. Interim Network Center (INC) presented the data report on the acid deposition in the East 
Asian Region (EANET/ISAG 3/4/1).  Major discussions on this topic included the following: 
 

- To avoid unnecessary rounding errors, data should be reported to the maximum number of 
significant digits permitted by measurement system performance. 

- Site classification criteria should be further elaborated in the future. Site classification on 
some sites should be reviewed carefully and reclassified if necessary. 

- The importance of the levels of QA/QC activities was emphasized in relation to the data 
reporting. 

- Some countries informed about corrections of data in the data report. 
- Usefulness of histograms in terms of data quality assessment  was suggested for future 

presentations. 
 

9. It was agreed that additional comments and corrections on the data report (final draft), if any,  
should be submitted to INC by Friday, 18 August 2000. Thereafter, INC would finalize the data 
report, taking such comments into account. 
 
(Report on the acid deposition monitoring of EANET during the preparatory phase – Its results, 
major constraints and ways to overcome them) 
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10. INC presented the report on the acid deposition monitoring of EANET during the 
preparatory phase – Its results, major constraints and ways to overcome them (EANET/ISAG 3/4/2).  
Major discussions on this topic included: 
  

- The climatic/meteorological information in this region is quite important. The Annex 1 of the 
report (EANET/ISAG 3/4/2) should be revised to provide more detailed information on 
atmospheric circulation in EANET region and seasonal weather patterns in most sensitive to 
acid deposition areas. 

- The reason why the data on the three months (June - August 1999) were used for Table 5.1 
and Fig 5.2 should be clarified in the report by adding a new paragraph. 

- The need to further elaborate site classification criteria was emphasized again. In this 
connection, it was suggested that the description on the evaluation of different category 
(remote, rural and urban) be deleted. 

- The concentrations of constituents in artificial rainwater samples should include lower 
concentrations to more closely reflect rainwater from clean sites. 

- Data on SO2 should be carefully examined in terms of the detection limit of the instrument. 
- Training on QA/QC activities should be strengthened. The need for training on 

soil/vegetation monitoring and monitoring for inland aquatic environment was also 
emphasized. 

- Certified reference materials (CRMs) may need to be provided to the participating 
laboratories if they have significant difficulties in obtaining CRMs. 

- Use of passive samplers and filter packs may be considered in the region. 
- The words “data quality assessment” should be used rather than the words “data verification” 

to more precisely express the activities undertaken by INC. 
- The objective of the Network should be further elaborated, and on that basis priority activities 

should be determined. 
  
11. The informal drafting committee on the report prepared the modifications of the report. 
The Meeting adopted the report with the modifications in Annex II of this report. INC was 
requested to prepare the final version of the report with the guidance described in Annex II of this 
report, and distribute it to the ISAG members. 
  
Agenda Item 5: Review of the preparatory-phase activities of the Network 
 
12. IS made a short presentation on the recent progress of EANET. Then INC presented the 
report on the review of the preparatory-phase activities of EANET (EANET/ISAG 3/5/1). There 
were no special comments on this topic. 
   
Agenda Item 6: Consideration of the work program and budget of the Network for the year 2001 
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13. IS and INC presented the work program and budget of the Network for the year 2001 
(EANET/WG 5/9).  Major discussions on this topic included: 
  

- It was recommended that additional laboratories from other regions be included in the 
inter-laboratory comparison projects in the future. 

- The activities of the Task Forces should be emphasized.  In this connection, it was clarified 
that the budget for the Task Forces on Attachment 2 of this document included only costs for 
communication with Task Force members. 

- Inter-field comparison projects may also be undertaken in 2001/2002. 
- It was pointed out that the ways to convince the participating governments of the importance 

of acid deposition problem may need to be developed. 
 
Agenda Item 7: Review of information on the other scientific activities relating to acid deposition 
problems 
 
14. The expert from ADB introduced following issues: 1) Goal and objectives, Development 
tools, and Country Operational Strategy Study of ADB, 2) Objectives, scope and outcome of 
Regional technical assistances (RETAs) for Acid Rain Emissions Reduction in Asia (RAINS ASIA: 
Phases I and II), 3) RETAs for Environmental Cooperation in Northeast Asia (Phases I and II), and 
4) Other technical assistances (TAs), and loans that contribute to the reduction of acid deposition, 
including a very recently approved project preparatory TA for the Acid Rain Control and 
Environmental Improvement Project in the Peoples’ Republic of China.       
 
15. The expert from CSIRO presented initial results of the performance evaluation activities 
which have been included in the Malaysian EANET measurement program to enable evaluation of 
measurement system performance under actual operating conditions. This brief overview suggests 
that the passive samplers, while not precise at the low levels encountered at Tanah Rata, are 
adequate to define time-averaged gas levels. In the case of the wet-only rainwater system, it appears 
that control of biological degradation is an important element in ensuring reproducible 
measurement of biologically labile species. 
 
16. The expert from EMEP made a presentation explaining the acid deposition data series in 
Europe that reflect the large emission reductions of sulphur dioxide, over the past twenty years. The 
emissions of nitrogen oxides have also been reduced, but to a much less extent than sulphur dioxide. 
Fine particles in air is a regional problem in Europe and activities with respect to emissions, 
modeling and measurements are now being organized within ECE (EMEP, 1999). EMEP’s Manual 
for Sampling and Analysis (EMEP, 1996) is being updated and extended with measurement 
methods for heavy metals (http://www.emep.int). 
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17.   The expert from UN/ECE presented some features of the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol to 
Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground- level Ozone which had been negotiated on the 
basis of critical loads and cost optimizations. Findings from the various monitoring programmes 
under the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollut ion (LRTAP) had supported the 
preparation of this multi-pollutant, multi-effect agreement among Parties in Europe and North 
America (www.unece.org/env/lrtap). He also made reference to a project recently initiated by the 
International Union of the Pollution Prevention and Environmental Protection Associations to 
consider global perspectives on transboundary pollution and the prospects for cooperation between 
existing regional networks. In his capacity as project adviser, he offered to provide for any specific 
information at a later stage, as required.  
 
18 .  The following discussions were held under this agenda item. 
 

- The present status of RAINS ASIA Phase II Project was clarified and further collaboration 
with EANET was discussed. 

- The negotiation processes of the protocols under LRTAP were explained. It was emphasized 
that the benefit of the reduction policies, which is often neglected at the negotiations, is a 
useful tool to convince the policy-makers for adopting such policies. 

- It was informed by the expert from CSIRO that the analytical results of the constituents of 
PM10 and PM2.5 would become available in the near future, which could contribute to the 
discussions on PM issues. 

 
Agenda Item 8: Other issues 
 
19. Some participating countries may have difficulties in measuring PM2.5. 
 
Agenda Item 9: Consideration and adoption of the report of the meeting 
 
20. The Meeting adopted the Report of the Third Meeting of Interim Scientific Advisory 
Group of EANET (31 July - 1 August 2000, Manila, the Philippines). 
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