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The Fourteenth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting 
on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 
26-27 November 2012, Yangon, Myanmar 
 

 
 

REPORT OF THE SESSION 
 
 
I. Introduction 

 

1. The Intergovernmental Meeting (IG) on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East 

Asia (EANET) held its Fourteenth Session (IG14) in Yangon, Myanmar on 26 - 27 

November 2012. 

 

2. Representatives of the participating countries, namely Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, 

Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Union of Myanmar, Philippines, Russia, Thailand and 

Vietnam participated in the Session.  Experts from the following organizations attended the 

Session, namely Kanazawa University, Norwegian Institute for Air Research 

(NILU)/Chemical Coordinating Center (CCC) of Co-operative Programme for Monitoring 

and Evaluation of the Long Range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe (EMEP), and 

United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). Some observers attended the Session as 

well.  The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1. 

 

 

II. Opening of the Session (Agenda Item 1) 

 

3. H.E. U Nyan Htun Aung, Union Minister for Ministry of Transport, Republic of the Union 

of Myanmar delivered Welcome and Opening Address to open the Session.  His 

Excellency expressed his great honor and pleasure to host the IG14 on the EANET.  He 

mentioned about Myanmar’s participation in the EANET since 1999 and became a 

participating country in 2005. The Department of Meteorology and Hydrology (DMH) 

designated as the Myanmar National Focal Point and National Center for the EANET has 

been working in cooperation with and supported by the Secretariat and the Network Center 

(NC) for the EANET to strengthening the capacity of Myanmar to monitor the status of acid 

deposition and air quality.  He also delivered the commitment of the President of the 

Republic of the Union of Myanmar to seek the economic development in parallel with the 

environmental conservation and to actively take part in all kinds of environmental 

monitoring tasks. 

 

4. On behalf of the Secretariat, Dr. Jonathan Shaw, Deputy Director of Regional Resource 

Centre for Asia and the Pacific (RRC.AP), delivered the Opening Remarks.  He expressed 

his sincere gratitude to the Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar for 

hosting the IG14.  He mentioned the success of United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development (Rio+20) held last June in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and a significant contribution 
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to Rio+20 of the Fifth Global Environment Outlook (GEO5).  He informed the Session 

about the on-going Eighteenth Conference of the Parties of United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) being held concurrently in Doha, Qatar.  He 

congratulated the EANET for the successful operation of the Instrument for Strengthening 

the Acid Deposition Monitoring and the IG14 was the first formal Intergovernmental 

Meeting after the Instrument was operational and wished the IG14 a fruitful discussion and 

a success.  

 
5. Subsequently, Dr. Supat Wangwongwatana, Coordinator of the Secretariat for the EANET, 

gave a brief history of the EANET.  He mentioned that acid deposition is transboundary in 

nature which can occur at a substantial distance from the original sources of emissions of 

acidic substances and regional cooperation and collaboration are essential to address the 

acid deposition problems in the region.  Various countries in East Asia have worked 

together since early 1990 to establish the EANET.  The Instrument for Strengthening the 

EANET was adopted in 2010 and was operational on 1st January 2012. The financial 

arrangement of the EANET is based on voluntary financial contribution from the 

participating countries and burden sharing practices in the United Nations system to fund 

the activities of the Secretariat and the NC.  The participating countries are responsible for 

national monitoring activities within the country. 

  

6. The representative of Russia, Mr. Yury V. Peskhov, Head of Environmental Pollution 

Monitoring Department, Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environmental 

Monitoring (Roshydromet) has officially presented to the Secretariat the original signed 

page of the Instrument of Russia signed on 1 September 2012 by the Head of Roshydromet 

on behalf of the Government of Russian Federation.  Mr. Peskhov confirmed the high 

value of the Instrument in strengthening the EANET. 

 

 

III. Election of Officers (Agenda Item 2) 

 

7. The Session elected Dr. Hrin Nei Thiam, Director General of DMH, Ministry of Transport, 

Republic of the Union of Myanmar, as Chairperson of the Session, Atty. Juan Miguel T. 

Cuna, Director of Environmental Management Bureau, Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources, Philippines, and Ms. Araya Nuntapotidech, Deputy Director General, 

Pollution Control Department, Thailand, as Vice-Chairpersons, and Mr. Yury V. Peshkov, 

Head, Environmental Pollution Monitoring Department, Federal Service for 

Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring (Roshydromet), Russian Federation as 

Rapporteur. 

 

 

IV. Adoption of the Agenda (Agenda Item 3) 

 

8. The Session considered the Provisional Agenda (EANET/IG 14/3/1) proposed by the 
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Secretariat and the NC. It was proposed to move the issue on Proposal for an Asia Science 

Panel on Air Quality (ASPAQ) from Agenda Item 13 to Agenda Item 12 since ASPAQ is not 

the EANET activity therefore it is more appropriate to discuss this issue in Agenda Item 12 

on Updates on Activities of Other International Programs related to Acid Deposition and 

Transboundary Air Pollution.  The Session adopted the Agenda of the Session as proposed 

(EANET/IG 14/3/1) with the proposed amendment. 

 

 

V. Consideration on the Draft Report on the Progress of the Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network in East Asia (EANET) since the Thirteenth Session of the Intergovernmental 

Meeting (IG13) and the Draft Financial Report of the Secretariat and the Network 

Center in 2011 (Agenda Item 4) 

 

9. The Secretariat and the NC presented the Draft Report on the Progress of the Acid 

Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) since the Thirteenth Session of the 

Intergovernmental Meeting (IG13) (EANET/IG 14/4/1) and the Draft Financial Report of 

the Secretariat and the Network Center in 2011 (EANET/IG 14/4/2).  The Session was 

invited to review and endorse the reports. 

 

10. Major points of discussion were as follows; 
 

 Russia informed the Session that Russia will make financial contribution to the 

Secretariat and the NC for 2012 before the end of this year and emphasized that the 

requested financial contribution amounts from the participating countries should be in 

accordance with the “Procedures and Guidelines for Voluntary Financial Contributions 

to the EANET for 2011-2013” adopted at the Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental 

Meeting (IG12) in November 2010. 

 Indonesia reconfirmed the status of the progress of the possible signing of the 

Instrument as contained in the letter dated 7 August 2012, and stressed that it stands 

ready to continue working for the EANET as a participating country. Indonesia 

appreciated the Secretariat and the NC for the fruitful discussion held between the two 

sides, which helped the Indonesian delegations to better understand the nature of the 

EANET and its basic documents, including the Instrument. The necessary national 

processes for possible signing are undertaken and Indonesia will inform the outcome of 

Indonesia's consideration to the Secretariat in due course.  

 China affirmed that it attaches a great importance on the international environmental 

cooperation. China will make efforts to support the EANET, considering the voluntary 

financial contribution principle. With regard to the current financial status of the 

EANET, China is considering to increase the amount of financial contribution to the 

EANET and in-kind contribution, such as hosting the EANET technical meeting e.g. 

Senior Technical Managers’ Meeting (STM). 
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 The Session decided that the public awareness activities of the Secretariat will be 

postponed to 2013.  

 Vietnam informed the Session that Vietnam will make financial contribution of 

US$1,900 to the Secretariat which will be for 2 years (2011 and 2012). 

 Japan informed the Session that Japan will coordinate with the Secretariat to make 

financial contribution for 2012 in the beginning of next year. 

 It was highlighted that sharing the status of readiness for financial contribution for the 

Secretariat and the NC from each country is useful for the Secretariat and the NC to 

plan the implementation of the approved Work Program. 

 It was suggested that saving of the Secretariat should be used for emergency purposes.  

 Myanmar informed the Session that Myanmar will make financial contribution before 

the end of this fiscal year. 

 

11. The Session endorsed both reports. 

 

 

VI. Consideration on the Draft Report on the Review of the Performance of the 

Secretariat and the Network Center (2010-2011) (Agenda Item 5) 

 

12. The Secretariat and the NC presented the Draft Report on the Review of the Performance of 

the Secretariat and the Network Center (2010-2011), respectively (EANET/IG 14/5/1 and 

EANET/IG 14/5/2, respectively).  The Session was invited to review and endorse the 

reports. 

 

13. Major points of discussion were as follows; 
 

 The NC clarified that the plan of individual trainings at the NC has been developed in 

accordance with the discussion with the participating countries and subject to the 

availability of fund. 

 The streamlining of the report by the Secretariat as suggested by the Eleventh Session of 

the Working Group on Future Development of the EANET (WGFD11) was noted with 

appreciation and the Secretariat was requested to continue this streamline reporting 

practice. 

 
14.   The Session endorsed both reports. 

 

 

VII. Consideration of the Report on the Outcomes of the Twelfth Session of the Scientific 

Advisory Committee in 2012 (SAC12) (Agenda Item 6) 
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15. Dr. Sergey A. Gromov, Chairperson of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), presented 

the Report on the Outcomes of the Twelfth Session of the Scientific Advisory Committee 

(SAC12) in 2012 (EANET/IG 14/6). The Session was invited to review the report, provide 

guidance for further development of the activities of the SAC, and endorse the report. 

 

16. The Session endorsed the report. 

 

 

VIII. Consideration on the Implementation of the Instrument for Strengthening the Acid 

Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) (Agenda Item 7) 

 

17. The Secretariat made presentation on the Implementation of the Instrument for 

Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) (EANET/IG 

14/7/1) and the Draft Resolution on the Encouragement of the Participating Countries of the 

EANET to sign the Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network 

in East Asia (EANET) (EANET/IG 14/7/2) for encouraging the countries not yet able to 

sign the Instrument to do so as soon as possible.  The Secretariat also made the 

presentation on the issue of renaming the Sessions of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG), 

the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), and the Senior Technical Managers’ Meeting 

(STM) (EANET/IG 14/7/3). The Session was invited to review and make comments, 

guidance, and decision, as appropriate. 

 

18. Major points of discussion on the Implementation of the Instrument for Strengthening the 

EANET were: 
 

 China made statements on the efforts of the Government of China in improving the air 

quality in the country and in the region, as follows,  

 The significant reductions of total volume of various pollutant emissions were 

treated as the mandatory indicators of economic and social development.  

 By the end of the Eleventh Five Year Plan in 2010, the total emission volumes of 

COD and sulfur dioxide have been reduced by 12.45% and 14.29%, respectively, 

and the average concentrations of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, PM have 

decreased by 23.9%, 9.7%, and 16.8%, respectively, at the county level and above 

cites in the period.  

 In the period of the Twelfth Five Year Plan (2011-2015), Chinese central 

government has confirmed that major environmental targets including the energy 

consumption of GDP per capita and CO2 emission will be significantly decreased, 

and total emission volumes of major pollutants are to be cut greatly, biological 

environment is to be improved significantly, etc. In accordance with the targets, the 

four major pollutants, namely COD, sulfur dioxide, ammonia nitrogen, nitrogen 

oxides, have been included into mandatory indicators, the total emission volumes 

are to be decreased by 8% and 10% respectively. 
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 As the responsible and large country in terms of environmental issues, China has 

been making efforts by its own action to reduce the impact of air pollutants to the 

region. 

 It was pointed out that paragraph 14 of EANET/IG 14/7/1 should be consistent with the 

current status of the Secretariat and Item 11 of the Instrument. 

 It was clarified that UNEP has been the Secretariat for the EANET as designated by the 

Second Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG2) on the EANET in 2000 and the 

implementation of the Secretariat’s function has been delegated to the Regional 

Resource Centre for Asia and the Pacific (RRC.AP) at the Asian Institute of Technology 

(AIT). 

 One country suggested that the nature of involvement of the countries that are unable to 

sign the Instrument may be discussed at the next IG Session, as appropriate. 

 
19. Major point of discussion on the Draft Resolution on the Encouragement of the Participating 

Countries of the EANET to sign the Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) was as follows: 
 

 It was suggested that the resolution should not be specifically only on the signing or not 

signing of the Instrument but should cover broader issues of the implementation of the 

Instrument. 

 

20. Based on the request of the Session, the Secretariat together with interested participating 

countries prepared the revised draft Resolution for the consideration of the Session 

accordingly. 

 

21. The Session adopted the revised draft Resolution which was changed from the Draft 

Resolution on the Encouragement of the Participating Countries of the EANET to sign the 

Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia 

(EANET) to the Draft Resolution on the Encouragement of the Participating Countries of 

the EANET to Effectively Implement the Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) and is attached as Annex 2. 

 

22. The Session decided that the numbering of the Sessions of the Intergovernmental Meeting 

(IG), the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), the Working Group on Future Development 

of the EANET (WGFD) and the Senior Technical Managers’ Meeting (STM), should 

continue from their previous Sessions (Option 1). 

 

 

IX. Consideration on the Future Development of the EANET (Agenda Item 8) 

 

23. The Secretariat made a presentation on the Future Development of the Secretariat 
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(EANET/IG 14/8/1), including the draft Terms of Reference for the Working Group on 

Future Development of the EANET (2013-2015) (EANET/IG 14/8/2).  The NC made a 

presentation on the Future Expansion of the Scope of the EANET (EANET/IG 14/8/3), 

including the possible way to make use of the review on the status of air pollution in East 

Asia to be conducted by the Task Force on Research Coordination, and the 

recommendations of the Executive Summary of the Second Periodic Report on the State of 

Acid Deposition in East Asia (PRSAD2) related to the future development of the EANET.  

The Session was invited to discuss, provide comments and guidance, and decide, as 

appropriate. 

 

24. Major points of the discussion on the Future Development of the Secretariat for the EANET 

were as follows; 
 

 It was pointed out that there is a missing link on the arrangement of the EANET 

Secretariat at RRC.AP between UNEP and AIT, which should be taken care of by a 

supplementary arrangement on a temporary basis by them under the new MoU between 

UNEP and AIT in 2011. 

 It was reconfirmed that UNEP is the Secretariat of the EANET as designated by the IG2 

on the EANET in 2000 and accepted by the UNEP Executive Director and it was noted 

that UNEP expressed its willingness to cooperate with participating countries at the 

WGFD11.  
 

25. The Session tasked the Secretariat to prepare a review report on the future arrangement of 

the Secretariat taking into account the new MoU between UNEP and AIT in 2011 for the 

review and discussion of the Twelfth Session of the Working Group on Future Development 

of the EANET (WGFD12) and subsequent consideration and decision of the Fifteenth 

Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG15) on the EANET in 2013.  The elements in 

the review report should include financial, administrative, and legal arrangements; 

implication and impacts that may arise; efficiency; advantage; and disadvantage of different 

options.  The Session also suggested that the review report should focus on Option 1 and 

Option 2 with the consideration of Option 3 if it deems necessary. 

 
26. On the Terms of Reference for the WGFD of the EANET (2013-2015), it was suggested to 

remove the wording of “the implementation of” in paragraph 4.1(b) and that in the Session 

of the WGFD in 2015 the consideration on the future expansion of the scope of the EANET 

will be as appropriate. 

 

27. The Session adopted the draft Terms of Reference for the WGFD of the EANET 

(2013-2015) as amended by the Session, and is attached as Annex 3. 

 

28. Major points of the discussion on the Future Expansion of the Scope of the EANET were as 

follows; 
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 It was reconfirmed that the enhanced activities within the present scope and the future 

expansion of the scope of the EANET should be done in a stepwise manner. 

 It was noted that the present scope of the EANET can cover a broad range of activities 

as presented by the NC. 

 It was pointed out that monitoring of ozone and PM2.5 is important to improve 

understanding of acid deposition and human health impacts.  

 One country suggested that impacts of air pollutants on climate change should be also 

considered as the future activities of the EANET.  

 It was also noted that it is important to distinguish the activities which can be 

implemented within the present scope and the activities which require scope expansion 

in the discussion of this issue. 

 Some countries supported the inclusion of monitoring of some additional air pollutants, 

i.e. ozone and particulate matter (PM), while others pointed out there will be technical 

and financial difficulties in monitoring of such pollutants in the near future. 

 Some countries expressed their concern that expansion of the scope will increase the 

financial burden of the participating countries and the EANET should still focus on 

monitoring of acid deposition and its capacity building. 

 One country expressed its views that the following points should be included in the 

future document on the future expansion of the scope of the EANET, 

 In order to make sure that participating countries could seek tangible supports from 

the network, efforts should be made to implement the activities within the present 

scope. 

 The direction of the expansion could be discussed based on the common beneficial 

principle considering the different stages of development of the participating 

countries in order to achieve major objectives of the EANET to contribute to avail 

acid deposition issues in East Asia. 

 The promotion of technology cooperation, information exchange, and experiences 

sharing on air pollution control in the region utilizing the network for such a 

platform, will be considered as one of the options on the future expansion of the 

scope.  

 

 

X. Consideration on the Draft Revised Guidelines on Administrative and Financial 

Management for the Secretariat and the Network Center (Agenda Item 9) 

 

29. The Secretariat and the NC made presentations on the Draft Revised Guidelines on 

Administrative and Financial Management for the Secretariat and the NC (EANET/IG 14/9) 

including the Draft Criterion for uploading priority documents to the EANET website.  The 

Session was invited to discuss, make comments and guidance, and approve the draft 
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Revised Guidelines. 

 

30. Major points of the discussion were as follows; 
 

 It was suggested to move the second sentence of paragraph 72 to be the first sentence of 

the paragraph. 

 One country suggested that the minimum amounts for the voluntary financial 

contribution from 2016 (in paragraph 56) should not be specified for the time being 

since it will have to be considered together with the next MTP for the EANET 

(2016-2020).  

 It was suggested to add one paragraph under I.2 Working Procedure as follows, 

 

“Guiding Principle 

 

18. In principle, the Secretariat and the Network Center will carry out works in 

accordance with Item 11 and Item 13 of the Instrument for Strengthening the Acid 

Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) and the decisions of the 

IGs.  The Secretariat and the NC will also carry out works upon requests made by 

the participating countries.” 
 

31. The Session approved the Draft Revised Guidelines on Administrative and Financial 

Management for the Secretariat and the Network Center (EANET/IG 14/9) as amended by 

the Session with the provision that it will be reviewed every two years.  
 

 

XI. Consideration on the Proposal for an Advisor for the Secretariat for the EANET 

(Agenda Item 10) 

 

32. The Secretariat presented the Proposal for an Advisor for the Secretariat for the EANET 

(EANET/IG 14/10), including the draft Terms of Reference (ToR) of an Advisor for the 

Secretariat for the EANET and the Process for the Recruitment and Appointment of an 

Advisor for the Secretariat for the EANET.  The Session was invited to review, make 

comments and provide guidance, and approve the proposal, including the ToR and the 

Process for the Recruitment. 

 

33. Major points of discussion were as follows; 

 

 Some countries suggested that discussion on this issue should be made along with the 

future arrangement of the EANET Secretariat.  

 Some countries pointed out that the Secretariat can submit a proposal for the 

consideration of the IG. 
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 It was pointed out that if there is a need by the Secretariat for an advisor, the Secretariat 

could make such a proposal for an advisor on an ad hoc basis for the consideration of 

the IG. 

 

34. Since there were still many different views among the participating countries on the 

proposal, the proposal was withdrawn by the Secretariat.  
 

 

XII. Consideration on the Draft Work Program and Budget of EANET in 2013 (Agenda 

Item 11) 

 

35. The Secretariat and the NC presented the Draft Work Program and Budget of EANET in 

2013 (EANET/IG 14/11).  The Session was invited to discuss, review and approve the 

draft Work Program and Budget of the EANET in 2013. 

 

36. Major points of discussion were as follows; 
 

 One country emphasized the importance of public awareness activities of the EANET in 

the implementation of the MTP and suggested to reallocate the proposed Secretariat 

budget for capacity building for information and communication technologies for the 

EANET to the promotion of public awareness.  

 Some countries suggested the timing for holding the Thirteenth Session of the Scientific 

Advisory Committee (SAC13) in 2013 should be made flexible and the Fourteenth 

Senior Technical Manger’s Meeting (STM14) in 2013 should be held earlier. 

 Thailand informed the Session on its readiness to make financial contribution to the 

Secretariat budget and the NC core budget for 2013 and requested the official letter 

requesting for financial contribution to be sent from the Secretariat as soon as possible 

so that the contribution will be made in due course according to its financial plan. 

 

37. The Work Program and Budget of the EANET in 2013 was approved with modifications 

made by the Session. 

 

 

XIII. Updates on Activities of Other International Programs on Acid Deposition and 

Transboundary Air Pollution (Agenda Item 12) 

 

38. Dr.Kjetil Tørseth, Head of the EMEP Chemical Coordinating Centre (EMEP-CCC), 

Director, Department of Atmospheric and Climate Research, Norwegian Institute for Air 

Research, Norway (NILU), presented activities ongoing under the Convention on 

Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution of relevance for the EANET. In particular, he 

presented the recent revision of the Gothenburg Protocol setting new emission ceilings for 

its Parties to be achieved by 2020.  The protocol addresses sulphur, nitrogen and VOCs, 
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and has further been extended to include particulate matter and “black carbon”.  He also 

presented a recent trend assessment where results from nearly 40 years of the EMEP 

monitoring were presented.  Finally he introduced the ongoing activities of the EMEP Task 

Force on Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollutants.  Here, a number of initiatives are 

currently contributing to an assessment to be finalized by December 2014.  Several of 

these activities will benefit from the involvement of the EANET, and specific ideas on joint 

activities were introduced. For additional information, please visit www.htap.org. 
 

39. It was clarified that monitoring of black carbon is mandatory under the Gothenburg 

Protocol.   
 

40. The Session expressed its appreciation to Dr. Kjetil Tørseth for his updated information.  
 

41. Mr. Iyngararasan Mylvakanam, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Nairobi, 

presented updated information on the progress in the implementation of Atmospheric Brown 

Clouds (ABC) programme and air pollution networks. Over the last 10 years, the ABC 

programme has been supporting the development of science and capacity to address the 

issues of ABCs.  ABC has also been supporting the developing countries with 

implementation of emission reduction measures through testing and demonstration of 

emission reduction measures.  In South Asia, implementation of Malé Declaration is 

progressing and some of the member countries have initiated financial contributions for the 

implementation of the Declaration.  In Latin America and the Caribbean, Environment 

Ministerial meeting decided to develop a regional action plan for the air pollution issues.  

A draft of the regional action plan is being developed. In Africa, pilot testing of improved 

cooking and solar lighting package has been successfully completed. Local fabrication of 

the tested system is in progress.  Need for an integrated approach for reducing the 

emissions of air pollutants was highlighted.  

 

42. It was clarified that ABC programme would be pleased to collaborate with the EANET.   

 

43. It was suggested that the collaboration with other networks might lead to an enhanced value 

of the EANET activities and the attraction of external supports from outside the EANET. 

 

44. It was clarified that the success of the Malé Declaration is because of the organization of the 

stakeholder network which meets every two years. 

 

45. The Session expressed its appreciation to Mr. Iyngararasan Mylvakanam for his updated 

information. 
 

46. Prof. Katsunori Suzuki, Director of the Environmental Preservation Center, Kanazawa 

University and a Senior Fellow of the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, made a 

presentation on the Asian Co-benefits Partnership (ACP).  In his presentation, he briefly 

introduced the history of discussions on co-benefits approach and the launch of the ACP at 
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the BAQ2010 in November 2010.  He introduced the goal and functions, structure etc. of 

the Partnership.  He introduced the new Work Plan 2012-2013 and its proposed 

collaborative projects, with emphasis on Short Lived Climate Forcers (SLCF). 

 

47. The Session expressed its appreciation to Prof. Katsunori Suzuki for his updated 

information. 

 

48. Prof. Katsunori Suzuki, Kanazawa University made a presentation on the “Proposal on an 

Asia Science Panel on Air Quality” (ASPAQ) (EANET/IG 14/12), prepared by a Japanese 

research team.  In his presentation, Prof. Suzuki pointed out the rapid increase in emissions 

of air pollutants in Asia and stressed the need to establish an epistemic community of Asian 

scientists to have common understanding among scientists and policy makers for adequate 

and timely actions.  To this end, he proposed an Asia Science Panel on Air Quality and 

discussed various possible options for consideration by broad stakeholders.  

 

49. The Session expressed its appreciation to Prof. Katsunori Suzuki for his presentation. 
 

50. The participants of the Session were also invited to provide updates on activities of other 

international programs on acid deposition and transboundary air pollution, if any.  

 

51. There was no other update provided by the participants of the Session. 

 

 

XIV. Other Issues (Agenda Item 13) 

  

52. The Session was invited to discuss and consider other issues to be raised by the participants, 

the Secretariat and/or the NC, if any. 

 

53. One country proposed to present plaques of recognition/honorable award to the scientists, 

experts, and resource persons who have made great contribution to the EANET.  The 

Session decided to task the Secretariat in consultation with the NFPs to prepare details on 

this issue for the review and discussion of the WGFD12 and subsequent consideration and 

decision of the IG15. 

 

54. One country suggested that the Secretariat and the NC should shorten the time on the 

presentation in order to leave more time for discussion.   

 

55. There was no other issue raised by the Session. 

 

 

 

XV. Consideration and Adoption of the Report of the Session (Agenda item 14) 
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56. The Report of the Session (EANET/IG 14/14) was considered and adopted. 

 

 

XVI. Closing of the Session (Agenda Item 15) 

 

57. The Session expressed its deepest gratitude to the Government of Union of Myanmar for 

hosting the IG14 and for assistances and hospitality provided.  The Session also expressed 

its gratitude to the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairpersons, the Rapporteur, participants, and 

representatives from international organizations, etc. on their efforts and cooperation. 

 

58. The Chairperson closed the Session appreciating the participants, the Secretariat and the NC 

for their contributions. 



 EANET/IG 14/14 
 Page 14 
 

 

 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

 
Participating Countries 
 
Cambodia 
 
Mr. Heng Nareth 
Director 
Department of Pollution Control 
Ministry of Environment 
 
Mr. Thiv Sophearith 
Chief of Office of Air Quality, Noise and 

Vibration 
Department of Pollution Control 
Ministry of Environment 
 
 
China 
 
Mr. Zhu Jianping 
Deputy Director General 
Department of Environmental Monitoring 
Ministry of Environmental Protection 
 
Dr. Lin Jun 
Deputy Consultant 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Ministry of the Environment 
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Senior Analyst on Transboundary Air Pollution 
Environmental Management Bureau 
Ministry of the Environment 
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Ms. Kotoha Itakura 
Official 
Global Environment Division 
International Cooperation Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
Prof. Yukari Takamura 
Professor 
Graduate School of Environmental Studies 
Nagoya University 
 
 
Lao PDR 
 
Ms. Darounny Vilaythong 
Acting Director of Planning and Administration  
Division 
Natural Resources and Environment Institute 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment  
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Annex 2 
 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES 
OF THE EANET TO EFFECTIVELY IMPLEMENT THE INSTRUMENT FOR 

STRENGTHENING THE ACID DEPOSITION MONITORING NETWORK IN EAST ASIA 
(EANET) 

 

 

1. The Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG) on the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East 

Asia (hereinafter referred to as “EANET”), on 26-27 November 2012 in Yangon, Myanmar; 

 

2. Emphasizing that East Asia region is facing the risks of problems related to acid deposition and the 

EANET has played and will continue to play a critical role in addressing and tackling the acid deposition 

issues and the increasing risks caused by the interaction of acid deposition and other environmental 

issues to human health in the region; 

 

3. Acknowledging that thirteen countries in East Asia are participating in the EANET and have been 

successfully working together to conduct acid deposition monitoring and other related activities for the 

EANET; 

 

4. Recalling that the Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG12) on the EANET held in 

November 2010 in Niigata, Japan adopted the “Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET)” (hereinafter referred to as “Instrument”) by the DECISION 

1/IG.12 and decided that the Instrument will become operational on the date on which all participating 

countries have signed it, or on 1st January 2012, whichever is earlier; 

 

5. Noting that the Instrument became operational on 1st January 2012 although not all of the thirteen 

participating countries have signed the Instrument yet; 

 

6. Have agreed on the resolution to encourage the participating countries of the EANET to effectively 

implement the Instrument as follows; 

(1) Welcomes the efforts of the participating countries that signed the Instrument and their 

continuous cooperation with the EANET; 

(2) Appreciates and Welcomes the willingness expressed by the participating country not yet able 

to sign the Instrument to continue participating in the joint activities of the EANET and its 

efforts to expedite its signing of the Instrument; 

(3) Underscores the importance of the signing and the implementation of the Instrument by all 

participating countries of the EANET to promote cooperation for the monitoring of acid 

deposition in East Asia and other related activities for the EANET; 
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(4) Encourages all the participating countries of the EANET to sign the Instrument as soon as 

possible, if not done so, and to fulfill the commitment contained in the Instrument;  

(5) Urges the Secretariat, in collaboration with the Network Center, to provide support and 

facilitation to the participating countries for effective implementation of the Instrument 

including the signing of the Instrument; and 

(6) Decides that the implementation of the Instrument will be reviewed on a regular basis. 
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Annex 3 
 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE WORKING GROUP ON FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT (WGFD) OF THE ACID DEPOSITION MONITORING NETWORK 

IN EAST ASIA (EANET) (2013-2015) 

 

 

1. Upon the expiration of the Terms of Reference (TOR) (2011-2012) of the Working Group on Future 

Development of the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) (hereinafter referred to 

as the “WGFD”) adopted at the Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG12) on the 

EANET and in line with the decision at the Session of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG) on the 

EANET held on 26-27 November 2012, the WGFD is directed to be continued on an ad-hoc basis for 

the three years period of 2013-2015. 

 

2. The members of the WGFD shall be nominated by the National Focal Points (NFPs) of the participating 

countries of the EANET, taking into account the issues to be discussed. In principle, two members of the 

WGFD shall be nominated by each participating country, one for discussions on policy and 

administrative aspects and the other for discussions on scientific and technical aspects. The NFPs are 

recommended to consult with national members of the SAC in nominating their WGFD members for 

scientific and technical aspects. 

 

3. One Chairperson and two Vice-chairpersons will be elected at the first Session of the WGFD for three 

years term (2013-2015) of the WGFD sessions. 

 

4. In principle, the WGFD shall, under the guidance of the Intergovernmental Meeting (IG), review and 

provide comments or recommendations as appropriate on the issues to be considered, endorsed, adopted, 

decided or approved by the Sessions of the IG and carry out the following tasks, to be more specific: 

 

4.1 General Tasks 

(a) Review the implementation of the Instrument for Strengthening the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET); 

(b) Review the Guidelines on Administrative and Financial Management for the Secretariat 

and the Network Center (NC) adopted at the Fourteenth Session of the Intergovernmental 

Meeting on (IG14) the EANET in 2012;  

(c) Review the Work Program and Budget, Progress Report, Financial Report and Audit 

Report for the IG’s adoption; and 

(d) Guide the Secretariat and the NC on public awareness and capacity building activities. 

4.2 Specific Tasks 

(a) Review the draft Mid-Term Report on the implementation of the MTP for the EANET 

(2011-2015); 
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(b) Review the draft Third Report for Policy Makers; 

(c) Review and discussion of the Draft Report of the Review on the Status of Air Pollution in 

East Asia; 

(d) Review the issues of the future development of the EANET, including the following; 

- the institutional arrangement of the EANET Secretariat, and 

- the future expansion of the scope of the EANET; 

(e) Review the performance of the Secretariat and the NC for 2012-2013;  

(f) Review the strategies and action plan in obtaining external funding from international 

organizations and other funding agencies;  

(g) Review the draft Report on the Implementation of the MTP for the EANET (2011-2015); 

and  

(h) Review the draft next Medium Term Plan (2016-2020). 

 

4.3 Other tasks requested by the IG, as appropriate 

 

5. The tentative schedule of the Sessions of the WGFD in 2013-2015 are set as follows:  

 

5.1 The Session of the WGFD in 2013 

Date: Summer/Autumn 2013 

Agenda: 

 Review of issues listed in paragraph 4.1 

 Review and discussion of the draft Mid-Term Report on the Implementation of the MTP for 

the EANET (2011-2015) 

 Review and discussion of the draft Third Report for Policy Makers  

 Review and discussion of the development of the Draft Report of the Review on the Status 

of Air Pollution in East Asia 

 Review and discussion of the issues of the future development of the EANET, including 

- the institutional arrangement of the EANET Secretariat, and 

- the future expansion of the scope of the EANET 

 Other tasks requested by the IG, as appropriate 

 

5.2 The Session of the WGFD in 2014 

Date: Summer/Autumn 2014 

Agenda: 

 Review of issues listed in paragraph 4.1 

 Review of the Performance of the Secretariat and the NC (2012-2013) 
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 Review and discussion of the strategies and action plan in obtaining external funding from 

international organizations and other funding agencies 

 Review and discussion of the draft Report of the Review on the Status of Air Pollution in 

East Asia 

 Review and discussion of the issues of the future development of the EANET, including 

- the institutional arrangement of the EANET Secretariat, and 

- the future expansion of the scope of the EANET 

 Discussion on the Preliminary Draft Next MTP for the EANET (2016-2020) 

 Discussion of the possible High-Level Segment during the IG in 2015 

 Other tasks requested by the IG, as appropriate 

 

5.3 The Session of the WGFD in 2015 

Date: Summer/Autumn 2015 

Agenda: 

 Review of issues listed in paragraph 4.1 

 Review and discussion of the issues of the future development of the EANET on the 

future expansion of the scope of the EANET, as appropriate 

 Review and discussion of the draft Report on Implementation of the MTP for the EANET 

(2011-2015) 

 Review and discussion of the draft next MTP for the EANET (2016-2020) 

 Other tasks requested by the IG, as appropriate. 

 

6. For fulfilling the tasks of the WGFD, additional experts from outside of the participating countries may 

be invited to attend the WGFD Sessions, as appropriate. 
 

 


